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Tshering Wangchen

Thimphu: The emergence 
of the new private airline, 
Tashi Air, should provide 

some much-needed competition 
to the national carrier Druk Air. 
The monopoly appears to be 
over; on the domestic front, at 
least.

In theory, competition should 
mean cheaper airfares but the 
new domestic airfares of the new 
carrier have raised eyebrows 
throughout the country. 

After waiting years for a 
domestic air service, the reality 
of being able to use it, has hit 
home hard. At ground zero, 
the sense is that the fares are 
almost double what people had 
expected.

Domestically, Tashi Air will 
operate from Paro to Bumthang 
and Yonphula.

The cost of flying from Paro to 
Bumthang will be Nu 12,750. A 
round trip flight is Nu 20,400. 
This is almost equal to the cost 
of a one way trip to Thailand. 
Likewise, Paro to Yonphula is 
priced a Nu 17,850 and Nu 
30,600 for a return ticket. 

Paro to Yonphula is a 30-
minute flight. This is exactly 
the same flying time from 
Kathmandu to Pokhara in 
west Nepal, but there is a huge 
difference in the airfare. While 

Paro to Yonphula return costs 
Nu 30,600, the round trip ticket 
from Kathmandu to Pokhara is 
priced at just Nu 6,800. How can 
this be justified?

Tashi Airline refused to 
comment on its pricing policy. 
Its senior management said 
the company will be able to 
discuss details following the 
arrival of the new aircraft - a 
new, self-owned, PC-12 aircraft; 
a single-engine turboprop 
manufactured by Pilatus Aircraft 
of Switzerland. Tashi Air also has 
ambitious plans to buy a new 
Airbus to operate on its future 
international routes.

Around the world, domestic 
air fares are far cheaper than 
international tickets.

Penjor Dorji, a businessman in 
Thimphu said he was shocked to 
hear the cost of the tickets. “It’s 
a major rip off. Maybe flying is 
not meant for local people, as 
hardly anyone can afford to pay 
such a huge amount for just a 
few minutes in the air.”

“Personally, I’d rather take a 
decent vacation abroad than 
take any of these exorbitantly 
priced flights within Bhutan,” he 
added. 

Penjor wants the government 
to look into the present rates 
and reframe them “to give every 
citizen an opportunity to fly.” 
He also had concerns about the 

single engine aircraft. “I think 
you need two engines to fly 
in the Himalayas. Look at the 
accident rate of single engine 
aircraft.”

Kinley Wangchuk, a freelance 
guide, said that because flying 
within the kingdom is a totally 
new business, he predicted the 
fares would be expensive. But 
when he read about the fares 
he was both astonished and 
curious. Perhaps the operational 
costs are far higher than people 
imagined? 

Quite possibly, but then how 
come a person can fly from 
Kathmandu to Pokhara so 
cheaply. Some serious questions 
remain.

“I could fill my car up with 
fuel 20 times over and still have 
plenty to reach Yongphula,’’ 
noted one Thimphu shopkeeper. 
“I won’t be flying.”

Sangay Wangchuk, the 
Director of Etho Metho Tours 
and Treks, said that it would be 
rare for tourists to buy a return 
ticket. “But they might if the 
road conditions are bad.”He also 
wondered whether both airlines 
would consider concession 
tickets for students studying in 
Kanglung College. 

“Personally, 
I’d rather take a 
decent vacation 
abroad than 
take any of these 
exorbitantly priced 
flights within 
Bhutan,”

a businessman 
in Thimphu
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Are these prices value for money?
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THE frEEDoM to travel, the right to roam, the urge to 
wander are all sentiments that have become branded 
into the souls of Bhutanese living in the far flung cor-

ners of the kingdom. And now, the sky above them, is finally 
open for business.

The very notion of being able to reach Trashigang from Paro 
in half an hour while flying through the air would have been 
the stuff of dreams for earlier generations. The recently pub-
lished domestic ticket prices would also have fit comfortably 
into the realms of fantasy, as the price announced by Tashi 
Air is Nu 30,000 for a ticket to the east and back.

Not so long ago, Nu 30,000 would have been considered 
a small fortune to many Bhutanese, requiring many, many 
months of hard graft. Even today, it is no trifling sum. You 
can do things with Nu 30,000. Seed money for a business, a 
deposit on a car, or payment for some private and quality 
education. for just a bit more, you can fly to Bangkok. 

for a round trip flying time of one hour, the Paro -Trashi-
gang- Paro journey works out to Nu 500 a minute. Some 
people have remarked they would expect to have the entire 
aircraft to themselves for that price. Plus a drinks cabinet.

It is said that all travel becomes dull in direct proportion to 
its rapidity. If that’s true, then people flying across Bhutan in 
a few minutes are going to be totally depressed by the time 
they arrive. And for more reasons than speed. 

But consider this. A first Class return ticket from Bangkok to 
London costs around £9,500 or Nu 763,000. The flight leaves 
Bangkok just after midnight and the journey takes around 
11 hours. The passengers are asleep for  90 percent of the 
journey. one way, that’s Nu 381,000. That’s a very expensive 
snooze at 35,000 feet. 

It is also said that the most expensive airline ticket in the 
world is a return ticket from New York to Sydney, Australia. 
You’d like to go first class, madam? fine, that will cost you a 
cool US$24,400 - or Nu 1.25 million. Your Gold Plated Visa 
Premium Platinum Card will do nicely.

And very soon, you will be able fly into orbit and even 
briefly outside the planet’s atmosphere on the Virgin Galactic 
spacecraft. Here the airfare, or rather the ‘spacefare’, goes 
truly stratospheric. The cost of the ticket is US$200,000 or Nu 
10.2 million, with a deposit of US$20,000, thank you. A great 
deal of money for an exceptional view of Planet Earth. 

The flight lasts just over three hours, six minutes of which 
you will spend floating out of your seat. Weightless in space. 
Try holding a glass of wine while drifting about the cabin. You 
won’t want to sleep through that excursion. 

The priority to get things right in the way people move from 
place to place and what they pay to do so, is often confus-
ing. In Thailand, the Transport Ministry recently announced 
a new, ten year plan for transport, which involved extra 
spending on railways to make travel by car less attractive, 

and extra spending on motorways to make travel by car 
more attractive.

Meanwhile, desperate refugees, having paid more than 
Nu 200,000 to unscrupulous people smugglers in Jakarta 
arrive in leaking, stinking boats on Australia’s remote, 
northern western coastline every month and are found, 
often by sheer chance, staggering with fatigue, thirst and 
hunger 70 kms inland. They come to seek a better life. 

To Australians who know the area, it is harsh and 
tough; to the refugees, it must feel like arriving on Mars. 
You can almost hear the conversation: “Do you mean 
we sold all our gold to travel a thousand miles of ocean 
without a map, and this is it?” Yep, this is it. 

Most end up in immigration ‘’camps” for month upon 
month while their status is “processed”. riots within the 
camps are frequent, though only reported on page 54 in 
Australian newspapers. 

In Peter Weir’s classic film “Gallipoli”, two young 
athletes determined to join the Australian Army to go to 
france to take on the German Kaiser in 1914, cut across 
a scorching Australian desert to reach a train connec-
tion. The only human they meet on their forced run is a 
grizzled old outback farmer, who asked in wonderment 
where the hell they were going in such a hurry. 

“To fight the Kaiser,’’ they say in unison
 “Why, what’s he done?” 
“Well, if we don’t stop him, he might come and take all 

this land.”
 The old farmer looked around slowly, looks back at the 

boys and says, “He can bloody well have it.’’
The point is, however strange, expensive and exotic our 

destination, we always find something familiar when we 
arrive: ourselves. Things that are exceptional are, in fact,  
quite often very familiar, just set in a new context. 

The most ultimately depressing baggage to travel with 
is personal expectation; the hope that you’ll be different, 
happier, sexier, cleverer, wittier, more contented while 
sat in front of a palm tree. 

So, is it really worth flying across this wonderful 
kingdom for nearly US$600 return? Naturally, there will 
always be a few takers. Airline companies aren’t stupid. 
If they think there is profit in a new venture, they will in-
vest. And investing is expensive. But right now, one can 
only wonder who has been advising them. or maybe, 
they can see the future trends more clearly than the rest 
of us?

Travelling around the globe is easy if you have the 
money. The most difficult journeys are the internal ones. 
And one way or another, they often cost a great deal 
more.

Tshering Dorji - Thimphu

THE DIrE shortage of rupee liquidity in the country is driving the 
royal Monetary Authority (rMA) “crazy”, according to the cen-
tral bank’s governor, Daw Tenzin.

He warned that the “rupee balloon has burst” and that the rMA has 
already submitted the matter for the consideration of the Cabinet.

Describing Bhutan’s as “small” rather than an “open” economy, the 
governor said the central bank has been compelled to borrow rupee at 
“exorbitant” costs from the State Bank of India (SBI) under an over-
draft facility to meet Bhutan’s needs. 

As of November this year, Bhutan’s rupee deficit stood at a total of rs 
11 billion, of which 8.00 billion was from the SBI and the remainder 
from a standby facility provided by the Government of India.

In the last fiscal year (2010-2011), the debt serviced to SBI alone by 
Bhutan alone reached a staggering rs 13.3 billion. This year, as of 
September, the debt serviced for the SBI overdraft facility reached hit 

Rupee pushes Bhutan to the brink 
Nu 7 billion. 

Bhutan’s overall debt service ratio has shot up to 61 percent.
An rMA official said the rupee inflow-outflow problem has existed 

for the last five years, with the inflow hovering around rs 10 billion. 
Although both showed an increasing trend, the outflow surpassed 
inflow by a huge margin, thus creating a “p8unishing” deficit.

“We are going to push the government to take domestic debts,” said 
the governor, while also pointing out his dismay over what he felt was 
government’s inaction over the matter. “There is no proper recognition 
to the financial institutions from the government”.

Bhutan’s economy is presently at the risk of over-heating with in-
creased development and fiscal and financial linkages feeding upon 
each other to reveal pockets of macroeconomic risks.

Inflation continues to be highly uncertain, reflecting the recent 
volatility in essential food and energy prices in India. Given that over 
70 percent of the commodity imports are from India, prices there have 
huge implications for the level of domestic prices.

Bhutan’s economic outlook is constantly shaped by the construc-
tion cycles of hydropower, which have been built on vendor financing 
from India and the steady accumulation of long term public debt. This 
indicates that Bhutan’s future anticipated earnings from the export of 
hydropower to India is currently being exhausted in the years commis-
sioning these projects.

A press release from the 8th annual meeting of the rMA with the 
financial institutions this week stated: “Entrusted with managing the 
nation’s international reserves, this responsibility has become im-
mensely challenging for the rMA due to the need to ensure adequate 
rupee reserves to safeguard the integrity of the exchange rate peg with 
India.”

To address the liquidity shortage, the only option, according to the 
rMA, would be to inject further funds into the financial systems, 
requiring the rMA to borrow Indian rupees either through existing 
channels or by exploring a rupee swap arrangement with India.

This would constitute the best temporary measure.
The total rupee borrowings from India has doubled from rs 5 billion 

to rs 10 billion in the last three years.
Bhutan’s total outstanding external debt increased to the equivalent 

of US$ 1,275 million as of June this year. of this, US$ 516 million was 
outstanding on convertible currency loans and the remaining Nu 34 
billion were outstanding rupee loans.

The Government of India remains Bhutan’s leading creditor (US$ 616 
million), followed by the Asia Development Bank with US$ 226 mil-
lion and the World Bank with US$ 144 million. The outstanding debt 
on account of the overdraft facility from the State Bank of India (SBI), 
India, stood at an equivalent of US$ 110 million (Nu 5 billion).

Bhutan has two lines of credit to manage the needs of the Indian cur-
rency in the economy. The credit facility provided by the Government 
of India (GoI) is limited to rs 3 billion at an annual interest rate of 
five percent. once this limit is reached, it uses the overdraft facility of 
the State Bank of India which charges an interest rate of 10 percent. 

During the 18th Meet the Press, the finance Minister, Lyonpo Wagdi 
Norbu, said the government increased taxes on vehicle imports as a 
measure to address the crunch. “We can’t increase taxes on essential 
imports, but we’re trying to control government expenditure and defi-
cit,” he said. 
Bhutan’s rupee re4serve has dropped from rs 3,127 million in 2006 to 
rs 769 million in 2007, rs 914 million in 2008, rs 628 million in and 
rs 1,378million in 2010.

The governor of the rMA said that most countries keep gold as a part 
of their reserve asset. The USA has 8,400 tons or 72 percent of their 
total, while India has 555 tons of gold.

“And Bhutan has zero,” he said.
According to the rMA, the bubble for Bhutan does not lie in the 

housing sector. It lies in the liquidity within the financial system, 
specifically Bhutan’s rupee balance due to the deteriorating external 
imbalance with India.

As of June end this year, the total banking sector liquidity recorded a 
shortfall of Nu 1.1 billion. 

There are tough times ahead. 
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Roger Beaumont

MY BHUTANESE friend, who has a mas-
ter’s degree in Buddhist philosophy 
told me that every human being is 

born with a sense of right and wrong. Everyone 
knows the laws of human 

justice and to deal with those who break those 
laws. It is the instinctive humanity in us that 
knows. 

“At the same time,” he said, “it is no good 
you crying out for righteousness, for justice, 
for compassion when you aren’t practising it 
yourself. You’ll only be given dignity when you 
have dignity. I don’t care how hard it is. You 
have to build humanity or you’ve got noth-
ing.”

 I am not smart enough to know whether he’s 
right, but it all sounds convincing. Anyway, I’m 
still trying to figure out why kamikaze pilots 
wore helmets. 

****

overheard in my apartment block, Mo-
tithang.

“Sure, our neighbourhood has a few rats. But 
we don’t kill them, we feed them. They protect 
us from far more dangerous things...”

****

I know a film maker who works on the Thai-
Burmese border documenting the Karen efforts 
and methods of teaching their children. She 
has humour and grit and works alone. She 
shares their diet which is often insects and rice, 
and one Karen mother remarked that when 
under attack by the Burmese, the only nutri-
tional thing she had for a week was a blood 
transfusion given to her by a Norwegian field 
doctor. Everyone laughed. The Karen laugh 
and fight in the face of outrageous odds while 
the rest of the world punches its time-clock of 
moral concern.

****

The expression  “neko neko” in Indonesian 
describes “one who has a creative idea that 
only makes things worse”

overheard at om Bar

 “Don’t you trust me? I’m honest.”

 “Honey, you are too dumb to be anything 
else.”

Names from the current Albanian football 
team...

The Interpreter: Ilir Agolli

The Manager: Shyqri rrelli.

The Goalkeeper: Blendi Nallbani

NASA’s new space rover is called Curiosity. It 
is currently on its way to the red Planet and 
will test whether there could be life on Mars us-
ing a torch with the strength of a million light 
bulbs. Brilliant.

William Shakespeare rumbled us long ago. 
There isn’t an action or an idea both good, 
bad and devious in the human psyche that the 
man has not already cornered.

****

Algonquian, the language of the eastern 
tribes of American Indians, was extraordinarily 
complex. 

When the Pilgrims landed in 1620, there 
were befriended by these Indians, but how they 
understood them is anyone’s guess:  

Nquitpausuckowashawmen -There are one 
hundred of us.  

Chenock wonck cuppee-yeaumen? -When 
will you return?  

Tashuckqunne cummauchenaumis - How 
long have you been sick? 

The last line is telling. Life was very tough. 
Between December 1622 and february 1625, 
the state of Virginia received 7,289 immigrants 
and buried 6,040 of them. 

from the New York Times Magazine by James 
Baldwin in 2009: ‘one does not wish, in short, 
to be told by a financial broker who lived a life 
of luxury  during the boom years that his suf-
fering is greater than ours who were never rich 
in the boom years anyway. It isn’t, and one 
knows it isn’t from the very tone in which he 
assures you it is.’’

A recent email from an America media col-
league:

“I saw a fellow in a “Don’t Tread on Me” 
T-shirt the other day. He was at LaGuardia 
Airport in New York and he was being trod all 
over, by the airport security, who had decided 
to subject him to one of their enhanced pat-
downs. There are few sights more dismal than 
that of a law-abiding citizen having his geni-
talia pawed by state commissars, but having 
them pawed while wearing a “Don’t Tread on 
Me” T-shirt is certainly one of them.

Don’t get me wrong. I like “Don’t Tread on 
Me.” Also, “Don’t Mess with Texas” — al-
though the fact that 70 percent of births in Dal-
las’s largest hospital are Hispanic suggests that 
someone has certainly messed with Texas in 
recent decades, and fairly comprehensively.’’

****

from “Captain Corelli’s Mandolin”, the won-
derful book by Louis de Bernieres:

“Italians always act without thinking, it’s 
the glory and downfall of their civilisation. 
A German plans a month in advance what 
his bowel movements will be at Easter, and 
the British plan everything in retrospect, so it 
always looks as though everything occurred as 
they intended. The french plan 

everything while appearing to be having a 
party, and the Spanish...well, God only knows.”

Insights and Diversions
****

My Bhutanese neighbour was asked to look 
after a friend’s pets for a long weekend. She 
texted me. “Saturday was bad. Their dog tried 
to eat my cat  and I was peed on by a tortoise.”

****

once you lose who you are, there is only 
money. And that’s the trouble with wealth, 
once you’ve got it, it spoils you for anything 
else. I was once told that the rich are boring 
company. Why? Becausethe fact they are rich 
means they no longer have to fight, which 
means they don’t have any fire, which means 
they don’t have any passion - which makes 
them boring company. 

Middle age hits people at different ages. Some 
humans are born practically old, and by the 
time they are 27, they’re thinking had become 
so cemented they are almost dead already. A 
common symptom of mid life is the anxiety 
about what you have failed to achieve, the 
anxiety about the time you have wasted and 
the anxiety about how little time there is left 
in which to achieve the things you have failed 
to achieve, some of which, on account of your 
age, may now be unachievable anyway. You 
are anxious about your anxiety. Solution? I 
don’t know. More alcohol at lunch, perhaps?

****

Coca Cola was born in 1886. The inventor 
of Coca Cola was called John Pemberton, a 
54 year-old doctor of Scottish origins and a 
long suffering morphine addict. It was Coke’s 
distinct cocaine kick that spread its appeal, 
especially to its creator. Surveys, it seems, show 
that Coke is the second most recognized word 
in the world. The first is “oK”.

&
Insights

Tshering Dorji, Thimphu

Despite fears of an impending bubble in the construction sector, 
housing loans disbursed from financial institutions are still increasing. 

According to records from the royal Monetary Authority (rMA), as of 
the fiscal year ending 2010-2011, the financial institutions had issued 
combined loans amounting to Nu 40.6 billion, mostly allocated towards 
the construction and housing sectors.

The loans to the housing sector totaled Nu 5.21 billion in 2007 but since 
2009, the credit to the sector has been growing by Nu 2 billion a year.

While there is no doubt that the credit growth has been sustained at a 
high level, the issue of triggering an asset price bubble is unlikely, given 
the structural demand and supply shortages in the housing sector.

At the 8th annual meeting of the rMA with the financial institutions 
this week, the rMA governor, Daw Tenzin, warned the financial 
institutions against providing 100 percent housing loans to clients. “It is 
like ganging up with the customers,” he said. “The 60:40 ratio does not 
exist in reality.” 

Dawa Tenzin is also aware of the practice of builders misusing 
photographs of different construction sites in order to make them eligible 
for a loan. 

“This is true. It is happening,” said a bank employee, adding that 
customers who have good relations with loan officers and engineers have 
built houses without any equity. “Providing a 100 percent loan is not in 
line with the regulations. Builder is not putting in any equity,” he noted, 
adding that if this trend continues the situation will be no different from 
Europe and America. 

The banks have changed their style of operating. “Before it was lazy 
banking, now it is crazy banking,” said the governor.

He also observed that imported metal windows were being used on 
newly constructed buildings and that too was on the bank’s expenses. 
Although banking is a business, the governor warned them to be far 

Crazy banking!!!
Real estate bubble is not sustainable, the RMA warns

more cautious.
The concern is that increasing credit to the sector means a larger supply 

of homes which depreciates the rent value. This in turn makes it difficult 
for house owners to repay their loans, and could trigger a downturn in 
the economy.

While the chief executive officer of Bhutan National Bank (BNB) said 
that credit to the housing sector will not be a major problem, another 
bank official said if the trend continues, financial institutions will be 
exposed to high risks if they do not follow the proper procedures and 
monitoring.

In most banks, a builder must produce equity of 40 percent in order to 
get a loan, while the bank determines the rental value on the basis of 
granting the loan.

 T-Bank, which only began operating few months ago, has already 
sanctioned housing loans of Nu 393 million as of August 2011.

The housing loan sector in the National Pension and Provident fund 
(NPPf) grew by 27 percent last year.

The Bank of Bhutan (BoB) has sanctioned about 19 percent of its total 
loans (Nu 11,140 million) for the housing sector in 2010, according to the 
BoB Annual report.

An economist said that excessive lending for long-term investments 
can result in a crisis causing the financial sector to collapse. factors 
like vibrant hydro-electricity sector, rising urban population and rising 
price of real estate have not only multiplied but accelerated the current 
housing boom in Bhutan.

However, the rMA maintains that the bubble in Bhutan does not lie in 
the housing sector but with the liquidity problems within the financial 
system.

The crash of Wall Street (USA) financial institutions in 2008 almost 
caused the entire global economy to collapse and reminded the world 
that a real estate bubble is not sustainable. If bankers fail to monitor the 
situation carefully, then the housing bubble in Bhutan will be heading in 
the same direction.
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Phub Tshering Dekey

WorLD AIDS Day this year will be remembered for a long, 
long time.

In a major departure from the past, five of the HIV/AIDS 
patients decided to come out publicly, via television, and share their 
anxieties, hopes and experiences with the people. 

And share they did. 
Wangda Dorji, who suffers from HIV, is a 38 year-old father of four, 

with two sons and two daughters. His wife is also an HIV patient. 
He is the Executive Director of LHAK-SAM, a network of HIV/AIDS 
positive people formed in 2008. 

However, Wangda Dorji’s children are free from the virus because 
of the improved and standardized health service provided by the 
government.

Wangda Dorji has been living with HIV for 12 years now. Back in 
2006, he was identified as a HIV patient, but doctors found that he 
had been actually living with the disease for six years before they 
could detect the virus. 

His wife was first detected as HIV infected when she was pregnant 
and the doctors called Wangda for a checkup and found out that he 
was the one who transmitted the disease to his wife.

Wangda Dorji said, “I would have died a long time back if doctors 
had not detected the HIV virus in my wife, and if I did not get proper 
medication and treatment on time. My real thanks to the royal 
Government of Bhutan.’’

Pema, another HIV patient, has just gone through a very difficult 
three years due to the stigma of discrimination. He even tried to 
commit suicide by smoking rat poison.

“I could not hear and see anything clearly. I thought I was going to 
die but by grace of God I did not.”

Globally, women and girls are affected by this disease in both how it 
is spread and their vulnerability in living as HIV positive patients.

over the last six months (July-Nov 2011) Bhutan has seen an 
increase of 24 new HIV positive cases, out of which 13 are female, 11 
are male and two are children.

As of today, 270 cases of HIV have been detected with an equal 
number among both genders. Heterosexual transmission accounts for 
almost 90 percent of infections. 

The epidemic in Bhutan is still common among the younger 

By & for HIV/AIDS patients 250 For Youth
Sangay Wangchuk - Thimphu

IN orDEr to explore small 
individual donations 
in Bhutan, the Youth 

Development fund (YDf) has 
introduced the “250 for Youth” 
project as a sustainable funding 
idea for the organization.

This project also looks forward 
to encourage individuals to 
contribute in bringing forward 
youth participation in ensuring 
their own future. 

Launched earlier this year by 
the Queen Mother, Ashi Tshering 
Pem Wangchuck at the launch 
said while the YDf is launching 
another fund raiser, they realize 
that raising funds has not been 
an easy task and has almost 
created a sense of “donor 
fatigue” among the people. 

“It is imperative that we need to 

think of strategies that are more 
sustainable and reach a wider 
donor base for 250 for Youth,” 
said the Queen Mother.

A few months back, the YDf 
planned on an annual fund 
campaign to raise Nu 10 
million to meet its operational 
expenses for the year. This 
included targeting the help of 
international donors, major 
donors from local corporations 
and individual donors.

During the discussion of the 
four strategies, it was discovered 
there was a considerable “donor 
fatigue” among the private 
sector and the corporations.

As a result, the fund raising 
committee increased the donor 
base and reduced the donation 
amount for individuals. A project 
similar to ‘sponsor a monk’ was 
suggested with an amount of Nu 

250 a month. As a result, the 250 
for Youth scheme was born

The project will involve the 250 
for Youth team, the Youth Core 
team and the Y-VIA to work in 
schools along with volunteers 
and interns.

In the view that voluntary 
contributions, be it small or big, 
can make a real difference in the 
lives of the less fortunate and 
change the lives of those in need, 
the YDf plans on making this 
project a success.

In the first year, the team 
members will be focusing in 
Thimphu and Phuentsholing as 
their main target of their project. 
Their goal is to raise 2,000 
members in 2012.

The program officer of the 
project said that they have a 
target to reach 5,000 member 
donors in five years. The idea of 
how the fund raising activities 
should be carried out will comes 
from the youth.

“So far we have a youth core 

team member of 12 students 
from various schools,” she said. 
“They will be playing a key role 
in sustaining the project.”

An eight-member Youth Core 
Group will work towards creating 
awareness about the 250 for 
the Youth project and the Y-VIA 
will be responsible for gathering 
support from the schools 
and encourage parents to be 
members of the project.

The YDf was established in 
1999 to address the emerging 
challenges facing the youth in a 
fast and changing environment 
and with a mission to make 
every youth a leader, to have 
equal access to education, 
meaningful employment and 
opportunities to develop their 
potential.

With a special focus on 
disadvantaged youth, the YDf 
enables Bhutanese youth to 
realize their full potential as 
productive citizens. 

population aged between 20-49 years.
Currently, Bhutan has 207 Bhutanese and 13 non-nationals living 

with HIV/AIDS.
The total number of deaths due to the HIV/AIDS virus so far is 48 

Bhutanese and one non-national.
HIV has been fueled by the high prevalence of Sexually Transmitted 

Infections (STIS). The highest STI cases were reported in Wangdue, 
Thimphu and Chukha dzongkhags.

The infection from mother to child has been a major concern. 
However, in order to eliminate the vertical transmission trend in 
Bhutan by 2015, various strategies have been put in place and 
guidelines revised.

The Ministry of Health has pledged to ensure that every effort will 
be made to eliminate infection among infants and children. The 
ministry also aims to create a supportive environment for people 
infected by HIV/AIDS, and their families, by stepping up efforts to 
remove stigma and discrimination. 

The Director of Public Health, Doctor Ugen Dophu,m said, “I would 
like to request people to behave in a compassionate way towards 
people infected by HIV and AIDS”.

A total of 78 people have now been put on Antiretroviral Therapy 
(ArT), of which 63 Bhutanese are now under treatment.

Most people appreciated the disclosure by HIV patients to the nation 
on BBS television last Thursday evening. They were lauded for their 
courageous act, and because they made it clear to the nation that 
HIV is like any other disease and can be treated.

However, there are those who have a negative attitude towards HIV 
patients and refuse to accept they can still be friends with them. It’s 
the discrimination through ignorance.  And that needs to change.

World AIDS Day, observed on December 1 each year, is dedicated to 
raising awareness of the continuing issues of HIV and AIDS, and for 
all members of impacted societies to come together in support and 
solidarity.

This year’s theme is “Getting to Zero” with three road strategies: 
Zero Infection, Zero Death and Zero Discrimination.

In Bhutan, the non-governmental organization founded by Her 
Majesty the Queen Mother Ashi Sangay Choden Wangchuk, known 
as rENEW (respect, Educate, Nurture and Empower Women) has 
been a leader in observing the World AIDS day since 2009. 
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Ugyen Wangmo - Thimphu

THE fIELD of contemporary art is just opening up in Bhutan, and 
the Voluntary Artists’ Studio, Thimphu is at the forefront.

Bhutanese art is now on the move and the direction in which con-
temporary art takes depends entirely on the artists, non artists, govern-
ment and critics, who all need to be educated in what it is about.

According to the pioneer of Bhutanese contemporary art, Asha Karma, 
it is a form of any art that is produced in the present - be it traditional or 
modern.

While traditional art in Bhutan is already well looked after with insti-
tutes in place to help promote and preserve the kingdom’s culture, Asha 
Karma feels in order to promote and preserve traditional art evolution 
and development of art is a vital component.

Contemporary Art:  
the Journey has Begun

“otherwise the traditional art will frizzle out and reduce to a museum 
piece,” said Asha Karma.

He also added that Bhutan is always bombarded with outside influ-
ences and he feels that contemporary and traditional art should move 
hand in hand.

Ideally, contemporary art is being introduced in Bhutan to have a posi-
tive impact on traditional art as it introduces many new ways of doing 
things technically. It also allows artists to think creatively.

Asha Karma notes that traditional art is sometimes very rigid and that 
some traditional artists give up the practice, preferring the freedom of 
becoming western contemporary artists. 

As a struggling contemporary artist himself, Asha Karma has always 
dedicated himself to the issues of Bhutanese contemporary art and has 
always reached out to help the upcoming artists. He feels that together 
they will be able take Bhutanese art to new heights without compromis-
ing the age old traditions.

About two years ago, the ministry of information and communications 
considered establishing an organization that will recognize contem-
porary art as Bhutanese “culture” and provide its creators with official 
assistance.

A section in the media department looking at contemporary art has 
been introduced which have conducted training in animation, script 
writing, contemporary art, and also organized film festivals.

According to the secretary of the ministry, Dasho Kinley Dorji, contem-
porary art is a relatively new trend in Bhutan where all forms of art were 
taught with traditionally conditioned skills.

“Contemporary art symbolizes creativity and new thinking; it is also a 
reflection of a changing culture,” he said.

for many art lovers, the government has been supportive and has 
made opportunities available to those few art aficionados to study art in 
general, but there has been little encouragement from the government 
for artists who do not want to go into traditional painting or graphic 
design.

“There are simply no real initiatives to cultivate an interest in the field 
of contemporary art,” said Asha Karma.

However, in the recent years the ministry has explored ways to promote 
contemporary art by conducting training and workshops given by con-
sultants from overseas.

Initially VAST has been doing it for the last 14 years, without any sup-
port from the government.

The government is now organizing trainings and encouraging people 
to take up a range of contemporary arts.

Dasho Kinley Dorji said contemporary and traditional art are two dif-
ferent skills. 

While traditional artists continue to preserve traditional skills that are 
in demand by the people, including tourists, he said new artists experi-
ment with forms of art inspired by the changing times and exposure to 
the world. 

“As such, traditional art will evolve with change,” he said.
Sangay Dorji, a high school student from Thimphu said contemporary 

art is becoming popular among the youth.
Although his school does not provide formal art education as such, it 

sometimes holds painting competitions and exhibitions so students can 
show case their creativity, especially during the annual reading Week.

In addition, one in every ten students today maintains an art book to 
express their creative imagination. 

Interestingly, youths today are only aware of contemporary art and 
remain ignorant of the traditional form of art, which is available only at 
the School of Traditional Painting and fine Arts.

New Heights in  
Banking Technology

Tsundu Dorji - Thimphu

BHUTAN LAUNCHED its 
much awaited Maestro Debit 
Card this week.

The first card was issued to the 
Prime Minister, Jigmi Y. Thinley, 
in whose office the facility was 
inaugurated.

Introduced by Druk PNB Bank 
Ltd, the card is being used by more 
than 700 million customers world-
wide, with access to any of the 
ATMs worldwide which carry the 
Master/Maestro/Cirrus logos.

With the card, there is no need for 
the Bhutanese community to carry 
any foreign exchange in any part 
of the world. They can withdraw 
money in the currency of the 
country being visited and his or her 
account will be debited instantly in 
Bhutan.

At present, the card can be used 
in 13 million shops/restaurants 
and outlets such as petrol pump in 
more than 100 countries. Besides, 
all the existing ATM card holders of 
Druk PNB can also switch over to 
the Maestro Card.

Meanwhile, having success-
fully implemented the National 
Electronic Clearing System (NECS) 
credit and the NECS debit a year 
ago, the royal Monetary Author-
ity of Bhutan (rMA) is now ready 

to offer the National Electronic 
funds Transfer (NEfT) facility to 
the public. 

This robust and highly secured 
payment system is scheduled to 
be made available to the public 
before the end of the year.

The rMA has implemented three 
payment systems - NECS credit, 
NECS debit and the NEfT - under 
Electronic funds Transfer and 
Clearing System (EfTCS) project 
with technical assistance from the 
reserve Bank of India.

The NEfT system is a nation-wide 
system that facilitates the transfer 
of funds from one bank branch to 
any other bank branch.

NEfT also facilitates the transfer 
of funds from one individual to 
another, one institution to another 
institution and one institution to 
one individual.

Even walk in customers without a 
bank account can deposit cash up 
to a specified limit and then trans-
fer funds.further, any amount of 
funds can be transferred.

The remitter as well as the benefi-
ciary can receive SMS confirmation 
upon completion of the transac-
tion. Administrative costs associat-
ed with the conventional methods 
of payments will be reduced to a 
great extent.

It also promotes cashless bank-

ing, promotes financial inclusion 
and improves efficiency and better 
financial services to the general 
public.

A customer wishing to trans-
fer funds through NEfT should 
normally have an account with 
the bank as NEfT is an account to 
account funds transfer.

However, to enable the walk in 
customer (a remitter not having 
account with the remitting bank) 
to avail this facility, NEfT transac-
tion can be initiated by depositing 
cash up to a maximum of Nu 
50,000 per transaction.

The beneficiary should also have 
account at the destination bank 
to receive the funds sent through 
NEfT, as NEfT is an account to 
account funds transfer system.Indi-
viduals as well as institutions can 
be able to transfer or receive funds 
through NEfT.

NEfT transactions are processed 
in batches. Presently, transactions 
are processed five times a day - 
10am., 11am 12pm, 2pm and 
3pm - from Monday tofriday.

The beneficiary can normally 
get the credit within an hour of 
submission of remittance request 
by the remitter.

To provide NEfT services, the 
banks may charge a reasonable 

amount of service fee for the 
outward transfer under NEfT. 
However, the destination bank will 
not charge any service fee from 
the customers for inward receipt of 
funds under NEfT.

The remitter of funds should con-
tact his bank in case of non receipt 
or delay in the receipt of funds by 
the beneficiary. However, if the 
issue is not resolved satisfactorily, 
the NEfT centre, Payment and 
Settlement Systems Department 
(PSSD), rMA may be contacted. 

Meanwhile, the Bhutan financial 
Switch (BfS) will also be launched 
this week.

The BfS is a shared ATM net-
work interconnecting bank’s ATM 
together. The rMA enunciated this 
project with the objective to make 
ATM deployment more economi-
cal and viable to banks by pooling 
resources together.

This means that a person hold-
ing an ATM card of any bank can 
withdraw cash from any other 
ATM machine of other banks in 
Bhutan.

The BfS will facilitate both ATM 
and E-commerce transactions 
services among all the member 
banks.



10 JournalistThe

December 4
2011

Sunday 11JournalistThe

December 4
2011

SundayJournalistThe   advErt   advErt

Notification
ElEctiOn cOmmiSSiOn OF Bhutan

ECB/NOTIF-01/2011/681

Subject: Issue of the Final Electoral Roll for the Local Government Elections in the 371 Remaining Vacant Demkhongs

the Election commission of Bhutan is pleased to hereby issue the Final Electoral roll for the local government Elections in the 
remaining vacant demkhongs.
the EcB is pleased to also inform that with the release of the Final Electoral roll for the 371 remaining vacant demkhongs and 
conduct of elections in December 2011, the first ever Local Government Elections 2011 in Bhutan shall be successfully completed.
the qualifying date for these remaining vacant demkhongs is 1st October 2011 and, therefore, all those who are not younger than 
eighteen years of age as on 1st October 2011 have been deemed to meet the minimum age requirement to be voters.
there are 110157 registered voters for these 371 remaining vacant demkhongs, out of which 55880 are female voters and 54277 are 
male voters

The figures are given below:

Sl. 
no dzongkhag constituency male Female total

1 Bumthang gyaltsa 171 213 384

2 Beteng_Pangkhar_Soomthrang 107 158 265

3 ura-dozhi 156 184 340

total 434 555 989

 

1 chhukha Bjagchhog 126 133 259

2 tsimakha_tsimasham 140 178 318

3 mebisa 36 41 77

4 tashi gatshel 46 39 85

5 Wangkha 87 82 169

6 choongkha_chhasilakha 244 212 456

7 lang nyelsa 174 228 402

8 nyimgang_tabji 346 319 665

9 tashigang 70 63 133

10 Janamo_Phootsha 68 84 152

11 chhulakha_mangdokha 39 46 85

12 damchhekha_uezhi 16 12 28

13 doongna_Pagsel-lhakha 179 173 352

14 drukdingsa_khori 46 53 99

15 dilibkha_lamjokha 74 70 144

16 gelingkha_tsanglina 62 63 125

17 chagdokha_damchekha 107 104 211

18 dolepchen_Bjagchhu 110 105 215

19 dzedokha 62 64 126

20 aamleg_dofam 106 96 202

21 mongna_lha-Sarp 153 165 318

 22 uekha 42 54 96

23 maedtab-maed 9 12 21

24 chong-geykha_dophulakha 346 300 646

25 deling_marpji 194 172 366

26 dophuchen_Wangdi gatshel 152 144 296

27 khenpaithang_Sonamthang 115 107 222

28 Pekarling_rigzinling 113 99 212

total 3262 3218 6480

 

1 dagana labtsakha 104 107 211

2 karmaling 215 202 417

3 Jemathang 87 81 168

4 damze_kesa 42 54 96

5 gangtokha 78 71 149

6 dangreyboog 83 75 158

7 maamedthang 47 43 90

8 dorona chhewa 80 63 143

9 tshalamji 154 143 297

10 Pangserpo 223 229 452

11 chongsamling 119 99 218

12 lhamoi dzingkha 279 255 534

13 gesarling 139 131 270

14 Phuensoomgang 60 63 123

15 gozhi_maed 151 165 316

16 gozhi_toed 184 181 365

17 lhaling 244 273 517

18 dalithang_gangjab_khagochen 274 271 545

19 Bartsha_namgyalgang 140 162 302

20 Sidpa 60 59 119

21 kompa 57 43 100

22 gangjab 83 76 159

23 norbuzhingkha 251 223 474

24 goongpa-Soomchu 145 157 302

total 3299 3226 6525

 

1 gasa lhedi 37 38 75

2 thangza_toenchoe 85 80 165

3 tshozhong 32 33 65

4 Shang_threlga_Wachhey 31 42 73

5 raminang_uesana 18 18 36

6 toedkor 44 36 80

7 chongra_loobcha 69 82 151

8 gayza_lung-go 73 61 134

9 tsheringkha 17 18 35

10 Jabisa 32 31 63

total 438 439 877

 

1 haa Bali_mombitshokha 55 57 112

2 in-go_Pharikha 55 58 113

3 dragding_karjena 138 132 270

4 Saidzong_thangdokha 149 133 282

5 Shema_yaba 31 34 65

total 428 414 842

 

1 lhuentse amdrangchhu_Zham 134 137 271

2 dungkar 180 194 374

3 chagdzom_chhusa 120 160 280

4 Jasabi_ugyenphoog 57 80 137

5 artobi_ngang-ngae 169 144 313

6 ladrong 107 117 224

7 kharchung 52 69 121

8 yumchhe 90 77 167

9 Oong-gar 146 181 327

10 Zhongmaed 87 81 168

11 Obi_tongthrong 89 85 174

12 Babtong_dragteng 216 254 470

13 rolmateng_tsang-ngo 50 73 123

14 autsho_chharbi 238 243 481

15 domkhar_umling 196 219 415

16 artobadeb_guendrang 50 59 109

17 kamdhar_moormo 165 228 393

18 maenjabi 137 197 334

total 2283 2598 4881

 

1 monggar khebishing 80 91 171

2 Bahkaphai 67 67 134

3 yangrapoongshing 86 131 217

4 kharnang_kheshingra 219 252 471

5 Borphai_chagsakhar 134 170 304

6 doongsingma_Pam 355 370 725

7 yetong_Jarshingpogtor 149 159 308

8 chhaling_dopang 134 135 269

9 chulabi 147 163 310

10 Shebchi_yangthang 93 108 201

11 Pangthang_thempang 84 108 192

12 Wangmakhar_khalangji 173 189 362

13 Serkhagphoog_yengkhartshing 239 285 524

14 dramedtse_Shaphangma 206 207 413

15 Ba-ging_Shadang 239 259 498

16 Bikhar_thoongdari 122 137 259

17 chhagsuzor_tsangkhar 87 85 172

18 damkhar_Weringla 273 265 538

19 Baagla_dengkaling 119 132 251

20 daagsa_kumadzong 237 281 518

21 Pikari_yangbari 167 185 352

22 Phadzong 136 137 273

23 ngamphoog_Sangkama 56 71 127

24 Bilam_dangkila 147 160 307

25 kognala_ya-ragla 103 106 209

26 moodoongkhar_tselam 122 162 284

27 moogtangkhar_tsangkhazor 181 186 367

28 tongla_Zi-tsibi 100 129 229

29 Olokid_tsalabi 115 119 234

30 dogtang_mooroong 184 220 404

31 gyalpoizhing_Wangling 81 106 187

32 Phosorong 431 461 892

33 Wengkhar_yagpoogang 395 423 818

34 thrinangphu 78 104 182

35 gomchhu 62 72 134

36 dongshoom_Pangkang 105 88 193

37 drogsar 74 76 150

38 gangmoong 36 45 81

39 daag 82 93 175

40 gyalgong 129 147 276

41 changshing 62 76 138

42 lingkhar 143 154 297

43 ngaru_Pongtang 103 96 199

44 tagkhambi 173 193 366

45 drengling_horong 186 202 388

46 ganglapong toed 87 89 176

47 thuenmong_tokari 233 239 472

48 Baanjar 121 141 262

49 drangmaling_nanggor 49 48 97

50 monggar throm 70 76 146

total 7254 7998 15252

 

1 Paro aa-tsho_Phunoob 46 38 84

2 gaupel 65 69 134

3 chhukha 126 149 275

4 Baangdey 90 110 200

5 dzongdraag_gadraag 90 115 205

6 rangzhin-gang_tshebji 239 267 506

7 Bara_Zhunggar 218 233 451

8 dochhoeten_neyphu 274 309 583

9 drugyaldingkha_Zhelngo 231 266 497

10 Paro throm 96 91 187

11 nyamjey_Phangdo 231 255 486

12 nyechhu_Shar-ri 187 196 383

13 gebtoed_Olathang_tajoog 284 325 609

14 changmedthangka_khangkhu 238 246 484

15 dungkar_namkar 145 128 273

16 mendrel_nakha 78 95 173

17 changkar_Jangteyna 160 177 337

total 2797 3069 5866

 

1 Pemagatshel chhimoong 168 198 366

2 chhiphoong 66 84 150

3 nyasikhar 82 105 187

4 Pangthang_redingla 91 93 184

5 Bongmaan 57 66 123

6 nagtseri_Shemshem_tsebar 272 225 497

7 tokari 117 131 248

8 raling 173 171 344

9 chongshing_Jorphoong 194 208 402

10 chongmashing_dagor 162 217 379

11 khominang_yangkhar 14 15 29

12 doongchhilo_kholomri 189 196 385

13 namdagling 56 63 119

14 Bidoongri_yangmalashing 87 94 181

15 doongphu_Shingchongri 278 303 581

16 dechhenling_goenpawoong 383 425 808

17 yargyewoong 39 36 75

18 chhoekhorling_gazawong 271 300 571

19 Woongborang 53 68 121

20 nyingshingborang 94 80 174

21 norboogang_rinchhenzor 210 207 417

22 Pema gatshel throm 14 16 30

total 3070 3301 6371

 

1 Punakha usakha 96 112 208

2 Jangwakha_Sewala 148 166 314

3 yebisa 164 163 327

4 dzomisa_mendagang 101 137 238

5 gubji_tseykakha 116 134 250

6 Jimithang 105 117 222

7 dochhukha_dzomlingthang_
ritsa 117 119 236
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Phub Tshering Dekey 

THE NUMBEr of Bhutanese going for tour and travel licenses is still 
on the rise with the Tourism council of Bhutan (TCB) receiving at 
least three applications a week.

five years ago, there were only 281 tour operators registered with the 
department. Today, the number has increased to 733. 

But is this altogether a positive thing? Not necessarily, according 
to the chairperson of the Guide Association of Bhutan (GAB), Garab 
Dorji. 

Garab Dorji said that the number alone may not indicate a positive 
development as most are merely interested in money, not in respon-
sible tourism. “Licensing may have to take care of that.” 

Along with the tour operators, the number of tour guides has also 
increased dramatically. 

Back in 2008, when Bhutan celebrated the centenary year, the num-
ber of tour guides increased to about 800 because of an upsurge in 
tourism business. Today, there are around 1,300 registered tour guides 
although the “active” ones number just about 300.

The secretary general of Guide Association of Bhutan, Sangay 
Phurba, said most of the licensed tour guides do not take guiding as a 
serious profession, but only as a stepping stone for other employment.

“We can do away with the temporary guides but only if all the 1,300 
tour guides are active,” he said, when asked whether there are enough 
guides to handle 100,000 tourists by end of 2012. 

Tourism in Bhutan began in 1974, when the government of Bhutan 
opened its borders to foreign visitors. In 1974, 287 tourists visited Bhu-
tan. Since then the number of tourists visiting Bhutan increased to 
2,850 in 1992, rising dramatically to 7,158 in 1999. By the late 1980s 
tourism had contributed over US$2 million in annual revenue

The Bhutan Tourism Corporation (BTC) was the sole government 
agency that handled tourists coming to Bhutan. It was only in 1991 
that tour operations were privatized.

Despite being open to foreigners, the government is acutely aware of 
the environmental impact tourists can have on the kingdom’s unique 

and virtually unspoiled landscape and culture. 
As a result, it restricted the level of tourist activity from the start, pre-

ferring higher quality tourism. 
Seeing that sleeping in luxury tents seemed so popular with visitors 

during the royal Wedding many tourists have enquired whether this 
choice of outdoor accommodation will become available.

The answer is no. Luxury tenting will not be allowed on a daily basis 
because if TCB allows this, then there will be no point of having 3-5 
star-rated hotels.

Many tourists who visit Bhutan complain about the very expensive 
airfare. The media focal person of the TCB, Damcho rinzin, said, 
“I think overall, and compared to other international airfares, the 
Bangkok-Paro-Bangkok airfare is high and this (fare) together with 
limited air access to Bhutan, makes it difficult for potential tourists to 
visit the country.” 

furthermore, the proposed domestic airfare quote by Tashi Air is 
extremely high given the travel distance and flying time. 

Nonetheless, in the last 11 years, the number of tourists has contin-
ued to increase. The Paro and Thimphu Tshechus are the most popu-
lar festivals for tourism with some 3,465 and 3,287 annual visitors 
respectively. 

Contrary to 2009 findings, when Paro Tshechu and Thimphu Tshechu 
recorded declining numbers, both festivals saw huge growth in 2010 
with an increase of 62 percent and 28 percent respectively.

Jambay Lhakhang Drub received 1,290 tourists followed by Wangdue 
Tshechu with 977 tourists. Some of the other popular festivals were Ura 
Yakchoe, Trongsa Tshechu, Tangbi Mani and Punakha Dromche.

Although Bhutan has huge forest cover which possesses one of the 
richest bio-diversity and pristine environments in the region, it is main-
ly seen as a cultural destination as the majority of the visitors (almost 
90 percent) come for the ‘living culture and the colorful festivals.’

Trekking is a part of the nature based tourism activity and varies 
from one to 40 nights crossing high mountains passes and stopping 
at beautiful alpine villages. Some 2,753 tourists (10 percent) come for 
treks alone.

700 plus have tour licenses 

8 changyuel_loongsilgang_
tashijong 234 264 498

9 guma_Wolakha 139 186 325

10 lakhu_tshowogm 74 104 178

11 Sechaed-nang 39 47 86

12 heyloog_tongzhoognang 63 60 123

13 goomkarmo 101 98 199

14 dompala 89 106 195

15 nabchhed 67 74 141

16 thongbji 102 74 176

17 loongnangkha 76 87 163

18 goenmkha_mendrelgang 165 186 351

19 Punakha throm 88 96 184

total 2084 2330 4414

\

1 Samdrup 
Jongkhar chhenangri-rishor 147 177 324

2 Bangtsho 198 209 407

3 Broomi_chidoongkhar 370 423 793

4 langchhenphug 178 172 350

5 gonong_Zangthig 223 275 498

6 tshothang 79 99 178

7 lauri 258 368 626

8 chhoedoong_kakani 161 151 312

9 Suzor_tshotsalu 112 126 238

10 martshala 325 395 720

11 chirtshosa_loongminang 70 68 138

12 ngangtshothang toed 80 66 146

13 damsagang toed 9 4 13

14 damsagang maed 19 13 32

15 tshoduen 8 12 20

16 drenphoog 85 134 219

17 Serchhenmo_Wangphoog 138 209 347

total 2460 2901 5361

 

1 Samtse doongtoed chhewa 70 55 125

2 doongtoed chhungwa_Jarikha 156 123 279

3 doongtoed_khaling 159 142 301

4 gebji_kuzhug-gang 101 99 200

5 aringgang_midzomsa 373 323 696

6 melonggang_thullong-gang 117 115 232

7 Singye 267 296 563

8 gyalposhing_Sa-tsangsa 153 143 296

9 namgay-chhoeling 192 198 390

10 Pangshingkha_tsachhugang 315 252 567

11 Sernyagang_tsholingkhar 315 268 583

12 dhamzhagsa_tshaphelthang 348 310 658

13 khangduzhi_kyidsa 290 270 560

14 dramzedgang_maedgang 294 211 505

15 dangrayboog_Patshaling 431 376 807

16 Joenpang_lingarnang 185 165 350

17 khabaabgang_noryog 148 115 263

18 dizang-gang _ nakey-ling 249 206 455

19 chhunag_dumshing-gang 232 197 429

20 gashingma_ketshael-gang_
thongjabi 469 392 861

21 Jangchhogling_lachhungthang 202 182 384

22 nyoenpaling_tingtingma 402 317 719

23 depheling toed_namseling 254 217 471

24 ngoedroobling 229 190 419

25 lamaithang_taserpo 244 219 463

26 thongsa_tobchhenthang 400 378 778

27 Baepoteng_kangdoongphug 203 192 395

28 daangling_gangjoog 210 173 383

29 dewachen_Zhiwaling 201 216 417

30 nyimalung_tharpaling 145 136 281

31 koenchhogling_Soenakhar 154 134 288

32 Pelkithang_rangjungling 138 112 250

33 rinchhenphoog_Samtenchhu 320 240 560

34 Zurigang_Jigmedthang 281 233 514

total 8247 7195 15442

\

1 Sarpang dragchhu 179 172 351

2 gaalegthang 157 148 305

3 Sherabling 314 306 620

4 nubgang 154 181 335

5 gakidling 315 328 643

6 getemkha 193 186 379

7 maenchhulam 268 223 491

8 Sangkha 239 223 462

9 lekidthang 70 47 117

10 Pemathang 79 62 141

11 rabdeyling 50 60 110

12 chhoetenkhar 84 79 163

13 gongtsekha 285 231 516

14 chhoekorling_dechhen Pelri 152 131 283

15 lhabtsakha 73 80 153

16 nyenyul 98 115 213

17 rishong 41 32 73

18 yarpheling 140 129 269

19 dargyethang 244 226 470

20 gomchola 94 92 186

21 koenchhogling 183 186 369

22 risoomgang 119 107 226

23 Shompangkha 234 256 490

24 Woongchhiloo 41 24 65

total 3806 3624 7430

 

1 thimphu lhoongtsho_tashigang 84 95 179

2 ramtogtog_tsangrina 38 38 76

3 yoedselpang 44 52 96

4 chamgang toed 14 22 36

5 Wangdrog 43 37 80

6 ge-nyenkha 61 56 117

7 tsho-chhenkha_Zamtog 53 66 119

8 Wangbama 79 91 170

9 Boegarna_dodenna 68 71 139

10 chhada-gang_ chhokhortse_ 
Phajoding 53 54 107

11 chhuzarkha 15 17 32

12 gangyuel 29 37 66

13 Shayuel 19 27 46

14 khangkid yuel 16 11 27

15 moentsiphoog 9 7 16

16 tagsidthang 20 12 32

17 damgochong 14 11 25

18 dotaapaithang 15 9 24

>> Cont. on pg 22
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What on earth is a celebrity?

15

Sangay Wangchuk - Thimphu

NINGU CHoDEN, 19, was at a shopping mall with her friends 
when suddenly a popular Bhutanese actor entered the complex.

At first, they all were surprised to see the teenage star but as he 
looked at them they turned their back on him, and then gossiped about 
how cute and handsomely dressed he was.

But instead of asking the actor for an autograph, Ningu Choden and 
her friends just went on with their business without giving him a second 
glance.

Indeed, most Bhutanese actors, actress, well-known singers and writers 
are given no importance when they are seen in public places, except 
perhaps for a passing comment like: “hey, isn’t that the guy who was on 
TV earlier?” or for that matter some of them go unnoticed.

The only person who is well-known as an actor is comedian Phuba 
Thinley. But when young Bhutanese see him, they all want him to tell 
them a joke instead of asking him for an autograph.

Elsewhere in the world, celebrities are people who are celebrated by 
other people. Be it a singer or an actor or a writer, they live in a rich 
bubble of luxury always surrounded by photographers and are always 
the subject of media attention.

But back at home, the definition of a celebrity remains undefined.
Who is a celebrity? What makes a person a celebrity? These are ques-

tions that are yet to be answered.
for 20-year old Ngawang Tashi, a celebrity is someone who is famous in 

a particular field, someone who excels at what he/she does and someone 
who has their own fan club.

There are many names to be named when it comes to the question of 
who is a celebrity in Bhutan.

There is actress Tandin Bida, beauty queen Tsokye Tsomo Karchung, the 
charmer Chencho Dorji, singers like Nidup Dorji, Ugyen and Namgay 
Jigs, film maker Tshering Wangyal and many more.

However, for many Bhutanese the culture of celebrity or hero worship 
does not exist in Bhutan. 

It is not unusual to see the walls of a teenager covered with posters of 
actor Brad Pitt and singer Beyonce. But to even see a small poster of Bhu-

tanese actor Karma Choechung or actress Sonam Choki on a tiny corner 
of the wall is rare.

At any given day, Bhutanese youth will rush at the sight of a Hollywood 
actor or a Korean singer.

for Tashi Gyelmo, a corporate employee feels Bhutanese celebrities 
have a long way to go before they reach the superstar status where they 
are idolized as an icon in the entertainment world.

Nidup Dorji, a well-known actor who has appeared in 28 movies said 
it all depends upon the character of the artist. There are some actors who 
make a single film and then show off and boast in public, and that’s why 
people do not even like or respect them. Their career quickly fades.

While there are a few cases, many celebrities in Bhutan live a normal 
life. They neither live in big mansions nor do they have bodyguards 
walking around with them round the clock. Bhutanese celebrities are by 
nature down to earth and have no airs about their achievements in the 
entertainment world.

Kelzang Dema Dorji said Bhutanese celebrities are considered the same 
as any commoner. 

“Perhaps this is why no one is star-struck with Bhutanese celebrities,” 
she said. “They are just like anyone of us on the street.”

However, Bhutanese celebrities are popular among the rural popula-
tions and the children.

for 7-year old Poedma Wangyal who is obsessed with everything actor 
Tandin Sonam does, he cannot wait to grow up to style his hair like the 
actor.

Meanwhile, several private companies are coming up with ideas to 
hunt for talents in reality shows like Bhutan Star, Druk Star, Lil Champs, 
Talent Hunt and educational series like “Spell it right.”

These shows give an opportunity to be recognized by their own people, 
and a chance to shine based on their singing capability, dancing and act-
ing skills and knowledge, eventually branding the winners as a celebrity.

Likewise, new talents rise in the movie industry every year.
And what happens to them? Will they become superstars? Will they be 

treated differently? No, they won’t. Life will continue as normal. At least 
till the celebrity culture in Bhutan becomes popular.
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The National Council Dilemma
Geley Gyamtsho - Thimphu 

SHoULD THE sitting member 
of the National Council resign 
in order to contest for a new 

term? 
The National Council Act and 

the Election Act state that the 
National Council will have to be 
re-constituted on the date of the 
expiry of its term, which is five 
years. If so, the elections for a new 
National Council will have to take 
place before the day of re-constitut-
ing the National Council. 

As elections will have to be held 
within ninety days, the assump-
tion is that those NC members 
intending to seek a second term 
have to resign three months or 
ninety days before the expiry of 
their term. 

Dr. Sonam Kinga, the deputy 
chairperson of the National Coun-
cil, argued that an NC member 
considering running for a second 
term may not be required to resign 
as they could contest the elec-
tions while continuing to serve the 
remaining three months of their 
tenure. 

The reasons he cited were that 
while the Constitution states that 
the NC has to complete its five-
year tenure, the need to complete 

the tenure does not bar a sitting 
member from seeking and contest-
ing in an election for a new term.  

“Since the five-year tenure has 
to be completed, contesting for a 
second term is possible only while 
serving the first full term, not after 
it because by then the NC elections 
would be over. 

He also said that the notion that 
the NC members may have to 
resign in order to re-contest arises 
by way of comparison with civil 
servants, who must resign if they 
intend to contest for local govern-
ment or parliamentary seats. 

The Election Act does not con-
sider MPs and ministers along with 
some others to be holding offices 
of profit and, therefore, the need 
for NC members to resign earlier 
in order to contest for a second 
term would arise only if the office 
of MPs were considered to be office 
of profit. 

According to Dr. Sonam Kinga, 
the Constitution requires the 
parliament to meet at least twice 
a year, making it a total of 10 
sessions in a parliament’s tenure. 
The 10th session of Parliament 
would also be over by the time 
the elections for the next NC are 
conducted. 

“In other words, the primary 

mandate of an MP as a law-maker 
would be over because law-making 
is possible only during parliamen-
tary sessions,” he said. “The next 
NC elections can take place only 
after the tenth and last session of 
present Parliament.”

Similarly, another important 
function of parliament is to con-
duct public review of the govern-
ment policies and programmes. 
Public reviews are conducted on 
the floor of the house involving 
parliamentary practices such 
as Question Hour. Again, in the 
absence of a parliamentary sitting, 
the conduct of such public review 
is not possible.

Even if it were lawfully required 
for sitting NC members to resign 
three months before the comple-
tion of their tenure (which is 
not the case), there would be no 
elections called to fill the vacan-
cies created by their resignations. 
The Election Act states that if the 
remaining period of a member 
who has resigned is six months or 
less, no elections would be called to 
fill those vacancies.

“requiring sitting NC members 
to resign in order to contest a new 
election is tantamount to requiring 
their constituencies not to be rep-
resented,” Dr. Sonam Kinga said. 

“That is conceptually and lawfully 
problematic.”

 on the contrary, the continuity 
in office of a sitting NC member 
while seeking re-election simulta-
neously ensures that their constitu-
encies are represented. Unless a 
member resigns within six months 
before the end of his/her term for 
various reasons, the continuity in 
representation of their constituen-
cies is assured since a new repre-
sentative would take over on the 
day the previous member ends his/
her term.

“We are yet to decide whether NC 
members will have to resign before 
contesting the next election. Some 
changes have been sent to the 
Assembly to be considered and we 
have not received any final deci-
sion so far,” said Tshewang Lham, 
the NC member from Chhukha. 

The first NC, as the upper cham-
ber of the bicameral parliament, 
was newly established following 
the royal Decree of June 30, 2007, 
where it declared that the first Na-
tional Council election will be held 
in December, 2007.

The National Council body 
consists of 25 members, of whom 
20 are directly elected, while the re-
maining five are eminent persons 
nominated by the King. 
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Interviewed by Phub Tshering

What has been your biggest achievement as a MP so far?

The vital responsibility of MPs in Bhutan is limited to law making. Therefore,

to fulfill His Majesty’s desire to strengthen good democracy in our small country, 
I participated well in the law making process related to the issues of national 
interest and with good intentions.  

What has been your biggest frustration or failure since you joined politics?

Not being able to represent one’s constituencies to carry out the task of MPs 
covering the expectations of village communities. As a result, this has caused 
widespread public cynicism about the role of MPs. 

How close are you to fulfilling the promises made to your constituency?

About 80 percent of the significant activities have been fulfilled. 

Do you welcome the prospect of having more political parties in 2013?

Yes, very much. I pray for a minimum of four political parties who will truth-
fully serve our country and people.  

Is the media fulfilling its role as a vital pillar of democracy?

I am happy the government has recognized the media as the fourth branch of 
governance. I only suggest that media groups focus on airing the views of the 
general public, rather than one’s supporters. 

In the eyes of the public, has the image of MPs improved? 

Yes. Educated people know the role of MPs. However, most people are not aware 
of the huge difference between the role of the legislative, executive, judiciary 
and other constitutional bodies and this has caused widespread skepticism. 

 Do we need more competent MPs in 2013?

Yes, in 2013 and beyond, since MPs must undertake the fundamental role in 
law making to uphold good democracy.  

Are ministers under paid and over-worked? 

Yes, but it seems nobody is concerned. Therefore, we must have responsible 
candidates for future political parties in general.    

Are MPs overpaid and under-worked?

The MPs are performing well in line with their agreed role. one must also know 
the period of MPs service is short and as an elected member, expenses are far 
higher compared to lengthy fixed-term employees.          

Has Bhutanese democracy matured in the last four years?

While our Kingdom has just embarked on a new vibrant journey, the public still 
needs to know that the growth of a democracy will take place year by year. 

Interviewed by Tshering Wangchen

Q.What has been your biggest achievement as an MP so far?

It pleases me to say that the pledges that I have made to my people in the con-
stituency are in the process of being fulfilled. The achievements are not of my 
sole doing. I owe that to all the personnel at the Dzongkhag & Gewog levels who 
have worked so hard to make it possible.

What has been your biggest frustration or failure since you joined politics?

Except for a few trivial issues, on the whole it has been a smooth sailing.

As a legislator, what has been your biggest triumph?

The signing of the Constitution which is the mother of all laws in the Kingdom

How close are you to fulfilling the promises you made to your constituency 
in 2008?

I will not put it in figures but I am close to fulfilling it.

Do you welcome the prospect of having more political parties in 2013?

More political parties in 2013 would mean more choices to the people. So, I am 
for it.

Is the media fulfilling its role as a vital pillar of democracy?

Definitely they are trying but there are also rooms for improvement. 

In the eyes of the public, the image of MPs has improved. Yes or No. 

You should be knowing that more than me.

We need more competent MPs in 2013. Comment.

I have no say on having more competent MPs. May be more opposition mem-
bers. 

Ministers are underpaid and over-worked. Comment.

True.

MPs are overpaid and under-worked? Comment.

I believe you may not understand that so long as you are not an MP.

Has Bhutanese democracy matured in the last four odd years?

firstly, Democracy can never be matured. It is a continuous process. Secondly, 
the last four years undoubtedly had been a challenging one but certainly not 
odd. 

Meet your MPs, again

MP Ugyen Tenzin of Bji-Katsho-Uesu constituency, Haa DzongkhagNidup Zangpo of Nubi-Tangsibji constituency, Trongsa.

Ugyen Dorji - Thimphu

IN THE light of local govern-
ments carrying out develop-
ment planning and imple-

mentation at the local level, the 
promises made by the parlia-
mentarians during their elec-
tion campaigns are increasingly 
viewed with suspicion from some 
politically conscious quarters. 

“It looks redundant and inappro-
priate for the parliamentary can-
didates to promise developmental 
activities in the gewog during their 
election campaign,” said a gup 
from the east. “I thought the plan-
ning and implementing of the 
development activities are carried 
out by the executive branch of the 
government.” 

By the time parliamentary 
elections are held, he pointed out 
that the development needs of the 
people have already been identi-
fied and the five-year plan drafted 
systematically by the local govern-
ments and the Gross National 
Happiness Commission (GNHC) 
after consulting the people in the 
gewogs extensively.

“If they go on promising devel-
opmental activities in the gewogs 
irrespective of the plan drafted, I 
think there is a risk of twisting the 
plan to meet the political ends of 
the individual MPs,” he said citing 
the issue of Constituency Develop-
ment Grant (CDG) as having been 
controversial for similar reasons.
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Election Pledges vs Local 
Planning

Speaking along similar lines, a 
civil servant in Thimphu said the 
parliamentary candidates making 
promises in their constituencies on 
developmental plans makes the 
separation between the legislature 
and the executive murky. 

Calling it “wrong and danger-
ous”, he said that planning and 
prioritizing local development 
needs must be left to the local 
governments. “The role of the 
legislature is mainly to make laws 
besides representing the people in 
the parliament and overseeing the 
executive functions,” he said. 

Similarly, opposition Leader 
Tshering Tobgay said “candi-
dates to Parliament should not 
make specific promises that are 
within the scope of local govern-
ments,” although “promises at the 
national level, and those that will 
be incorporated in national plans 
can be made.”

The risk involved in the situa-
tion, he said, is that “members of 
the legislature could encroach on 
the powers of the local govern-
ments.” 

“Just be faithful to the provisions 
of the Constitution, especially to 
Article 22 in which the powers and 
responsibilities of the Local Gov-
ernments are clearly outlined,” he 
cautioned.

 However, MP Ugyen Wangdi 
from Drametse, Mongar, does 
not “foresee any risk in making 
pledges as it is widely practiced in 

a democratic set-up. If parties and 
candidates are not to make any 
pledges, what would be basis for 
the people to make their choice?” 
he asked.

MPs’ pledges, he said, are part 
of the party manifesto and there 
is nothing wrong in making such 
pledges. “rather, it will impose 
responsibility on MPs to work 
harder to fulfill the aspirations of 
the people,” he said.

further, he said that activities 
planned by the local governments 
“should be within the framework 
of the manifesto or pledges made 
by the party. Ultimately, it is the 
government of the day who is 
responsible to mobilize resources 
and allocate them on priority 
basis,” he said. 

Similarly, Prime Minister Lyonch-
hen Jigmi Y Thinley during one 
of the Meet the Press sessions this 
year said that the MPs, “as the 
highest elected person in the con-
stituency, have the function and 
responsibility to set the agenda 
in the constituencies,” just as the 
cabinet ministers decide the social, 
political, economic and security 
agenda of the government for 
the duration the government is 
elected.

“If not, why should they be 
elected at all by the constituency?” 
he asked adding that “the gover-
nance is why the MPs are elected.” 
Saying that even cabinet minis-
ters are MPs, he then reasoned if 
the job of the Cabinet is “only to 
make laws.”

However, he did say that MPs 

should not implement what they 
have decided. “That is where the 
grey line comes. And where the 
line remains grey, there is always 
the risk,” adding that the risk is 
what his government - especially 
the MPs, not the cabinet - is trying 
to avoid by “not crossing the line.”

Meanwhile, Gasa National 
Council Member Sangay Khandu 
said the “overlap” of functions 
between the legislature and the 
executive with regard to making 
the election pledges is “inherent” 
in the system. 

He also believes that “there 
are opportunities for finetuning 
the system in order to serve our 
common goal for the Bhutanese 
people. I definitely see an issue 
that warrants further refinement,” 
he said, adding that “ambiguity in 
any system can pose great risks.” 

In order to remedy any unwant-
ed risks that may result from such 
overlaps he said that “we need to 
work on finding a way to be more 
transparent in the way changes 
in plans may be effected, either by 
the bureaucracy or politicians, be 
they central or local.

“The way I see planning hap-
pening in a robust democratic set-
up would be engaging the public 
at various points both during the 
planning and afterwards,” he 
said, adding that he looks at the 
MPs’ role as “one way of engaging 
the public via their representa-
tives. The GNHC and LGs are 
other opportunities for the public 
to engage in the planning process 
at another level,” he said.
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Yellow-billed Blue Magpie / Gold-billed Magpie

Urocissa flavirostris
Size: 61-66 cm
Natural Habitat: Coniferous and mixed forests
Location: Hontsho, Thimphu
August, 2011

Girls: what happens to 
them at tertiary level?
Ugyen Wangmo - Thimphu

ACCorDING To the An-
nual Education Statistics, 
2011, only two girls out 

of every five boys are enrolled in 
schools at the tertiary level.

The number of enrolment of 
girls at the tertiary level education 
falls as they proceed to higher 
classes- especially after Class X.

Currently, only 40% of students 
studying in the royal University 
of Bhutan (rUB) colleges and 
institutes are girls, even after an 
improvement of 3% since last 
year.

Girls comprise only 26% of the 
students who receive a scholar-
ship to India and abroad and 
only 43% studying outside Bhu-
tan without financial assistance 
from the government.

According to the Annual School 
Census form (ASCf), about 85 
girls for every 100 boys continue 
their education into Class XI and 

XII.
Sangay Wangmo, a teacher 

said that gender is no longer an 
issue in Bhutan because of equal 
opportunity and access to com-
munity schools. However, she said 
the reduced enrolment of girls in 
tertiary education is due to alter-
native options.

Bhutanese girls still live with 
the old age belief that they will 
be fine without higher education, 
since they will have someone to 
depend upon. Women continue to 
settle for marriage at an early age 
and stay back home by starting a 
family.

In the Bhutanese context, most 
families keep girls as the rightful 
inheritor to the parents’ property, 
and this holds them back from 
continuing their education. Also, 
most field workers are female.

As one expatriate teacher said 
that most girls become mothers 
before entering tertiary education.

“Money is not a factor given 

the access to free education, but 
still the number of girls enrolled 
in higher education is minimal 
comparatively,” she said. “This is 
because girls are more business 
oriented than education can-
tered.”

family responsibilities to look 
after the house and family are 
another driving factor that pre-
vents girls from pursuing higher 
studies.

A curriculum specialist, 
Wangchuk rabten said that no 
formal research has been carried 
out as of now; but some possible 
reasons for the reduced number 
of girls in tertiary school are 
interesting.

He said that the curriculum 
may not be designed to be suit-
able enough for girls to retain 
them at school, or the circum-
stances and situation at school 
may not be suitable for girls. 

According to the Annual 
Education Statistics, 2011 girls 

attending school face certain 
barriers to education that are not 
shared by their male classmates, 
not to mention the girls already 
experiencing barriers to accessing 
education.

However, the national Gen-
der Parity Index stands at 1.02, 
which means that Bhutan has 
the correct balance of girls and 
boys enrolled in schools.

It is a socioeconomic index 
which measures the relative ac-
cess to education. According to 
Annual Education Statistics, the 
national survival rate of girls in 
primary school is 94.5%, exceed-
ing that of the boys at 91.2%.

Similarly, girls make more than 
half the total at the secondary 
level which has increased from 
45% in 2002 to 50.4% in 2011.

Girls’ enrolment in private 
schools at the higher secondary 
level has also increased from 41% 
in 2006 to 48%.
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Across
1 Insubstantial (6)
4 Seat (5)
7 Seemly (6)
8 Public house (6)
9 Spoils — heavenly body (4)
10 Exaggerated feeling of wellbeing 

(8)
12 revolutionary British battleship 

(1906) — first British nuclear-pow-
ered submarine (1963) (11)

17 Talk — opposite (8)
19 Precipitation (4)
20 Dried grape (6)
21 Inequitable (6)
22 feeble-minded (5)
23 Make known (6)

Down
1 Pushy — send (on) (7)
2 Deadlock (7)
3 Capitulate (9)
4 Collision (5)
5 Bring to light (7)
6 Large aircraft shed (6)
11 Bring before a criminal court (9)
13 Act without restraint (3,4)
14 Tallest mammal (7)
15 Unimportant (7)
16 Afraid (6)
18 Improve the mind (of) (5)\

Quick Last week solution

Across

1 Get away from test centre with carbon copy (6)
4 I holler out loud for something to eat in parlour (3,5)
9 Turning without due care to capture American soldier (6)
10 Conversing quietly in a helicopter (8)
11 Prickliest ground with that side? (7,7)
13 Toed line by yielding thus? (10)
14 Expensive honey (4)
16 They serve older boys cigarettes (4)
18 Seeing how far one can go in fitting room? (6,2,2)
21 Salt that may be extracted from china clay? (6,8)
23 A very English mass — with song and prayer (3,5)
24 Pay no attention to rocky region (6)
25 first signs of Eurasian nuthatch in evergreen (8)
26 Silver paper finally swallowed by spy (6)

Down
1 Authentic quartet from Liechtenstein (4)
2 Newspaper boss sent up after conspirator falls (7)
3 Insect burrowing into straight banana (8)
5 Senator’s first to abandon a gun in cool part of Washington (7,4)
6 fur is for mammals (6)
7 Letter left in European skiing area (7)
8 Married woman accepts grand new short wave generator (9)
12 Tory pamphlet — one about Labour movement (11)
13 obscure cafe — but so original (9)
15 Gelatinous substance from a fish that’s been cloned (4-4)
17 Welcome event not expected in Götterdämmerung? (7)
19 Young swimmer needing little support (7)
20 Home help for a posh couple? (2,4)
22 Introductions to major essayists: Addison, Thoreau, Bacon and 

Lamb? (4)

Last week solution

Sudoku Last week solution

Cryptic

Dilbert

Ugyen Wangmo - Thimphu

BHUTAN WILL take its visitors back to the beginning of time and space so 
that they can experience a dramatic and realistic recreation of ancient 
Bhutan through the “Simply Bhutan” project.

The project will offer an awe-inspiring journey that chronicles the untainted 
cultural traditions of the kingdom, with an exciting walkway that takes people 
back through 200 years of Bhutanese history.

The project manager, Karma Gyeltshen said it is a unique idea that will offer the 
experience as an “activity in progress.”

“It is unlike any other museums in Bhutan which are usually idle and inani-
mate,” he said. “But in Simply Bhutan it is alive and living.”

The project will focus on the conservation of Bhutan’s culture and traditions while 
generating employment for young people. The infrastructure will reveal ancient 
Bhutanese architecture, which is in danger of disappearing to modernization. 

Simply Bhutan comprises three main components: youth, preservation of cul-
ture and traditions, and the art of photography.

Karma Gyeltshen said the project as a whole will be exclusively managed by 
young people who will be trained in photography, audio visual skills and hospi-
tability and management to help them run the museum.

This is expected to promote entrepreneurship and also give school students a 
prospect for productive engagement after school hours.

The project will also focus on pure Bhutanese architecture, indigenous artifacts 
and living traditions. Photography, the third component will be the only modern 
element of Simply Bhutan.

According to Karma, photography plays a vital role in bringing the three com-
ponents together and is also a good way of generating funds to sustain the project.

The Backdrop studio contains different changeable backgrounds of authentic 
Bhutanese scenes or popular and famous landmarks. 

The Pachhab studio will involve young people trained to show traditional ways 
of building houses and allow visitors to participate in the traditional house con-
struction activity by using pictures.

Similarly, the Thabtshang Studio (traditional Bhutanese kitchen) will allow visitors 
to experience traditional kitchen activities. Again, youths will be trained in cooking 
traditional and indigenous cuisine and carry out the actual kitchen work in the studio.

According to Karma Gyeltshen, all visitors will have a chance to dress up in 
Bhutanese traditional and indigenous costumes and, “become a real and true 
Bhutanese.”

Young people will also host typical Bhutanese entertainment by performing 
traditional dances and songs in the open courtyard. 

There will also be stalls that will show case live demonstrations of wood carving, 
thangka painting, weaving, sculpture, incense making, and even Ara brewing.

The concluding feature is the Tashi Delek museum near the exit with a Buddha 
Dordenma statue and a traditional alter in front of it. 

Visitors can toss coins into a Wishing Well and a Buddhist astrologer will tell 
them what the future has in store for them.

The project manager said that Simply Bhutan has been built from a collection 
of old discarded materials, some of which is more than 200 years old. The main 
entrance door is from a house Jungshina in Thimphu and is the oldest item in 
the museum.

Meanwhile, 22 year-old Karma Wangzom, a photographer at Simply Bhutan 
said she is both grateful and excited about the prospect of being part of a unique 
project that preserves Bhutanese traditions and culture.

She said, the youth these days are careless about their roots and their culture, 
and adults are no better. But with the Simply Bhutan project she feels this attitude 
will change and educate people on how to be a true Bhutanese.

Simply Bhutan is a project of Youth Development fund (YDf) and has been 
helped by Zorig consultancy firm for the construction, and is funded by the Drug-
yal foundation.

The museum is the idea of Her Majesty the Queen Mother, Ashi Tshering Pem 
Wangchuck, the President of YDf, an insight she acquired during her visit to the 
Netherlands to launch a photo book for the Simply Bhutan exhibition. 

The construction began in May this year and is expected to be completed by 
end of this month.

Simply Bhutan: A Bhutanese 
Living Museum
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19 Jangothang 11 17 28

total 685 730 1415

 

1 trashigang Bainangkhar_nangkhar 266 305 571

2 dzong thong_menchhari 202 191 393

3 kakaniwog 246 262 508

4 khairi_Saling 277 364 641

5 lemphang 116 143 259

6 tsigtoom 136 132 268

7 maanthong 191 217 408

8 mertsham_thragom 244 284 528

9 Pangthang_ritsangdoong 360 322 682

10 rongthoong_Shingchen 316 353 669

11 kangpar_lamyong 439 429 868

12 dupkhang_lumang 326 330 656

13 riserboo_tsangpo 364 403 767

14 khashateng 17 22 39

15 merag toed 172 156 328

16 Phimshong 164 187 351

17 Joenkhar_moorbi 71 91 162

18 khabti_lungtenzampa 210 256 466

19 maelphel_Samkhar 236 228 464

20 chaling 217 221 438

21 chhiya 240 275 515

22 daliphang_ragshigo 164 170 334

23 Shokang_tagtagpa 221 246 467

total 5195 5587 10782

 

1 trashi-
yangtse Bomdir_Wogmanang 209 214 423

2 gangkhardoong_tshaling 182 184 366

3 Pangkhar_taphel 181 187 368

4 laishoom_largyab 53 73 126

5 domtshang_karmazom 123 164 287

6 dungtse_lengkhar 107 117 224

7 khamdang_manla 268 310 578

8 nombaring_Shazam 295 326 621

9 Serpang_Shalli 403 403 806

10 chhemkhar_manam 67 62 129

11 Jangphoogtse_thangdoong 152 170 322

12 khi-nyel_togshing 177 182 359

13 maeldoong 137 162 299

14 doogti_gashing 66 65 131

15 namthi_yarphel 130 180 310

16 Bayling 120 132 252

17 lichen 213 200 413

18 rabti 118 131 249

total 3001 3262 6263

 

1 trongsa korphoog maed 93 84 177

2 korphoog toed 74 97 171

3 Baling 137 159 296

4 langthil 213 190 403

total 517 530 1047

 

1 tsirang dzamlingthang 143 119 262

2 Pemathang 185 154 339

3 Phuensoomgang 136 137 273

4 nyizergang 179 174 353

5 Sa-tsangma 114 95 209

6 Pangthang 213 182 395

7 Serzhong 67 62 129

8 gagaling_nyimazor 124 115 239

9 Soonkosh 57 51 108

10 dangreygang 176 137 313

11 tashiling toed 133 153 286

12 norboogang 151 113 264

13 Semdenjong 122 134 256

14 Serigthang maed 189 146 335

15 kapazhing 110 88 198

16 kabelzhing 139 147 286

17 tagthang_Wangphoo 204 154 358

18 tsirang toed 148 127 275

total 2590 2288 4878

 

1 Wangdue 
Phodrang Jaroggang_Zawa 102 103 205

2 lophokha_Phagtakha 82 77 159

3 tashi tokha 120 148 268

4 Baedrog 58 58 116

5 chegidp 87 76 163

6 lengbi 163 163 326

7 kazhi 119 130 249

8 goensar_rajawog 63 72 135

9 chhunggoen 74 86 160

10 chhungserkha_domkha 113 113 226

11 uesargang_Wampoekhar 59 87 146

12 longtoed 123 161 284

13 rukoobji 156 166 322

14 lho rinchhengang 56 84 140

15 martoloongchu 57 82 139

total 1432 1606 3038

 

1 Zhemgang langdorbi 259 244 503

2 lamthang 139 141 280

3 Buli 280 303 583

4 Panabi 117 122 239

5 dangkhar_trong 200 199 399

total 995 1009 2004

the Electoral roll for the local government Elections 2011 has been 
based on the gewog tshogde tshogpa demkhongs (chiwogs) delimited 
as per the Final delimitation order issued on 27 February 2011.

We would like to call all Bhutanese voters to Participate in this local 
government Elections 2011 and exercise your precious franchise.

issued on 4th day of 10th month of the iron male rabbit year 
corresponding to 28 november 2011.

By Order,
(Kunzang Wangdi)
Chief Election Commissioner of Bhutan

>> Cont. on pg 12
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Headquarters 
Royal Bhutan Army 

Ref. No. 103/KA/73

Notice Inviting Tender 
Headquarters, Royal Bhutan Army, Lungten-1. 
phu invites sealed bids from the registered 
firms/ suppliers for supply of disaster rescue 
equipments for the financial year 2011-2012.
Bidding Documents may be collected from 2. 
the office of the undersigned on payment of 
Nu. 300.00 (Ngultrum three hundred) only 
(Non- refundable) to the Finance Section of 
HQ RBA Lungtenphu from 03 December 
2011 onwards.
The last date for submission of bid is on or 3. 
before 03 January 2012 at 0930h and will be 
opened on same day at 1000h at RBA Of-
ficer’s  Institute.
For details please contact Mobile4.  # 
17605531.

Presiding Officer

Sarpang Dzongkhag 
Procurement Section 

No. SD/Pro-02/2011-2012/3192

Re-Tender Quotation Call.
Detailed specification with terms and conditions may be purchased from the 
revenue section on payment of Nu.500/- (non- refundable) from 25/11/11 
during office hours and sealed quotations should be submitted on or before 
10 a.m on 08/12/11. 
The tender will be opened on the same day at DYT Hall at 2 PM. Any 
quotation received after the deadline for submission shall not be entertained.
Please note that the bids will be rejected at the time of opening if;

EMD in form of Bank Draft or cash Warrant of Nu. 1. 15,000/- not enclosed
BIF and BSS not filled2. 

No seal and sign of the bidders in the SBD document3. 

No identical copy of the original SBD document4. 

Valid tailoring license and tax clearance certificate not enclosed.5. 

For further clarification, please contact procurement section Ph# 06-
365289/ Mobile no. 17886838 during office hours.

Dzongdag

Office of the Media Arbitrator 
Local Government Elections 2011

MA/LG/2011/01/07

Media Arbitrator’s Guidelines
(As per Section 7 of the media Coverage of Elections Rules and Regulations 2009)
The Media Arbitrator for Local Government Elections 2011 for the 371 vacant Demkhongs, hereby issued the following Guidelines for 
strict compliance by all media agencies with regard to the media coverage of the elections:

All media agencies and personnel, for coverage of the Local Government Elections 2011, must process and acquire the permit 1. 
of the Election Commission of Bhutan upon signing the Undertaking as in media Coverage of Elections Form no. 1.
Media agencies and personnel shall cooperate with the election officials and functionaries throughout the election period.2. 

No media coverage shall be allowed for a period of 48 hours prior to the hour of poll and till the poll closes, However, the media 3. 
agencies may continue with their news coverage which shall not be contain any election campaign material or information.
All media agencies and personnel shall, before covering an election, acquaint themselves with the Reporting Format below:4. 

Reporting Format of Media Functionaries 

Sl. No. Candidates covered Details/ Particulars of 
Event Date & time duration Place

                                                                                                                             (Use additional sheet if necessary)
Submitted by:....................................................                                         (Name of the Media Functionary)        

Address: ...........................................................
               ...........................................................
               ...........................................................
Name & Signature

All media agencies and personnel shall acquaint themselves with media Coverage of Elections Form No. 2.5. 

Allotment analysis of broadcast time and space in print media to candidates shall be carried out based on the information in the 6. 
Reporting Format given above.
The Reporting Format must be filled and submitted to the Media Arbitrator after the declaration of results.7. 

The Media Arbitrator will, as per section 6.11 of MCERR, evaluate the performance of the media functionaries and report to the 8. 
Election Commission.

All Media Functionaries shall abide by these Guidelines, the Media Coverage of the Elections Rules and Regulations, the Election 
Advertising Regulations and any law in force pertaining to elections and media.

Media Arbitrator 

Phu
Cross-Out

Phu
Replacement Text
december 4
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Welcome to the post-digital world, an exhilarating  
return to civility – via Facebook and Lady Gaga

The west has Iran in its sights
Hawkish and unfounded actions such as sanctions and the  expulsion of diplomats resemble the runup to the Iraq invasion

Abbas Edalat 
The government of Iran has 

apologised and condemned the incur-
sion into the British embassy as an 
unacceptable act.’ Photograph: raouf 
Mohseni/AP

The hasty decision by the British 
government to expel all Iranian 
diplomats from the UK is another step 
to tighten the diplomatic, economic 
and military noose around the Islamic 
republic – a tactic that has defined the 
western attitude to Iran for at least the 
past six years. In fact, the government 
of Iran has apologised and con-
demned the incursion into the British 
embassy as an unacceptable act. 
Despite the accusations made in the 
western media, there is no evidence at 
all that the supreme leader or the com-
manders of the revolutionary Guards 
had in any way approved the action 
of the students. All of this makes the 
expulsion of all Iranian diplomats 
completely unjustifiable.

William Hague has denounced the 
action of the students as a violation of 
international law. But Iran itself has 
been targeted for many years by a 
series of western and UK policies that 
are gross violations of international 

law. repeatedly threatening Iran with 
a military attack, thinly disguised un-
der the phrase “all options are on the 
table” and publicly announcing that 
the west must use covert operations to 
sabotage Iran’s nuclear programme 
(as John Sawers, the head of MI6, 
demanded two years ago), are only 
two examples of the UK’s disrespect for 
the UN charter. It is no wonder that 
many Iranians believe the UK must 
have been involved in the assassina-
tion of two prominent Iranian nuclear 
physicists in the past two years.

The events in the past two days fol-
low a vote to reduce Iran’s diplomatic 
ties with the UK, which was held in 
Iran’s parliament on Sunday. This, in 
turn, was a reaction to the UK’s deci-
sion last week to sanction all banks 
in Iran, including the Central Bank 
of Iran, which handles the export of 
Iran’s crude oil. The new sanctions, 
which were co-ordinated with the 
US and Canada and use the latest 
report of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency as a pretext, amount to 
economic warfare against the Islamic 
republic and could have been expected 
to elicit a strong response among 
Iranians.

Simon Jenkins 

WHErE IS your post-digital 
presence? What is on 
your techno-horizon? 

Don’t tell me you are still putting e- 
and i- in front of your product or talk-
ing “platforms”, like some noughties 
nerd. That is so yesterday.

Ever since I was spectacularly wrong 
about the internet I have fought shy 
of futurology. I cringe to recall that 
in the mid-90s I dismissed it as a 
technological flash in the pan, like 
the fax and citizen-band radio. I said 
it would be of use chiefly to pornog-
raphers and lawyers, and “unlikely to 
have widespread application”. As for 
threatening books or newspapers, that 
was ridiculous.

This was all before the dotcom boom 
and 3G. I had yet to surf silicon valley 
or move beyond a “word processor”. 
This time I shall not make the same 
mistake. A week in California and a 
finger in the recessionary wind has 
shown me where the smart money is 
moving. It is from online towards “live 
experience”.

The example of the music business 
is already well-known. Earnings from 
recordings have been plummeting 
for a decade, while from live they are 
rising ever faster. Warner Brothers 
release albums free online to publicise 

forthcoming concerts. In Britain HMV 
is closing 40 shops while tickets for a 
rihanna concert can cost £330, and 
for Coldplay £180. A seat for Madonna 
is more expensive than her entire 
recorded output. A top American per-
former would reckon to earn between 
80% and 90% of revenue from live 
performance. In the US alone, touring 
revenue that grossed $1bn in 1995 rose 
to $4.6bn last year. The big money, 
goes the catchphrase, “is now at the 
gate”. Nor is this just a youth phenom-
enon. on the American music circuit, 
96% of singers were reportedly over 40 
and almost half were over 60.

The potency of experience extends 
far beyond the realm of music. The up-
surge in live comedy began in the mid-
90s with tours by robert Newman and 
David Baddiel, but now has Michael 
McIntyre and others appearing weekly, 
with back-up teams that would staff a 
circus. Performers such as Stephen fry 
have taken to reading their books in 
public, Dickens-style, and simulcasting 
to hundreds of local cinemas. Close to 
a million people worldwide watch the 
Met opera live in cinemas.

The most carefully researched audi-
ence activity, American politics, has 
swung from advertising and staged 
events to the archaic political form of 
active debate. The republican primary 
campaign has seen 23 debates, win-
ning unprecedented television audi-

ences of 5-6 million. The public seems 
to crave the authenticity and unpre-
dictability of “reality politics”, with po-
litical meetings crammed to bursting. 
This is why Tony Blair can (or could) 
charge £100,000 for a speech “in the 
flesh”. It is why lectures and debates 
are the smartest evenings in town, and 
why venues such as the royal Society 
of Arts and the rGS are booked solid – 
inconceivable 20 years ago.

The related cult of authenticity sees 
museums and galleries doubling at-
tendances over the past decade. Visits 
to charging museums, such as the 
Louvre and New York’s Metropolitan, 
are growing every bit as fast as the 
non-charging British Museum and 
National Gallery. The rSC and the 
National Theatre now play to over 
90% capacity. Even humble authors 
find appearances at literary festivals 
(those that pay) can compensate for 
dwindling book advances and, in the 
case of poets, eroding copyrights.

The new magnetism of congrega-
tion seems universal. Every online 
service or forum promotes an event, 
an invitation, a club night, something 
for which subscribers will pay, much as 
online dating points towards a meet-
ing. Demonstrators are never content 
with online but want to “seize back the 
streets”. religious sites plead for church 
attendance. Courses plead for students 
to go to colleges. Never have coffee 

bars been more popular, with Star-
bucks this week announcing another 
300 with 5,000 staff to be employed. 
Anything for a bit of buzz.

There are as many theories as there 
are pundits on what this means. It is 
possible that people who spend all 
day online yearn to escape a screen 
at evenings and weekends, which 
explains why television has lost its 
pull. The silicon valley guru, Nicholas 
Carr, has written of the “shallowing” 
of the brain under the influence of too 
much computing, as we evolve from 
being “cultivators of personal knowl-
edge to being hunter/gatherers in the 
electronic forest”. Some therapists are 
even advising slow computer apps, to 
stop mental burn-out. The urbanist 
William Mitchell’s Etopia ponders the 
“different grades of presence” that the 
internet offers, but concludes that a 
yearning for location and experience 
characterises even the online city. 
Ultimately “we want to be where it is” 
in person.

A mild sensation was created this 
summer by the revelation that Google, 
Apple and Yahoo executives were 
sending their children to California’s 
Waldorf schools, where computers are 
banned. The masters of the e-universe 
appear convinced that computers “re-
duce attention spans and inhibit cre-
ative thinking, movement and human 
interaction”. Classes have reverted to 

The web is not a destination in itself but a route map to somewhere real – we’re coming together again using blackboards, chalk, pens, paper, 
books and even teachers.

Post-digital is not anti-digital. It 
extends digital into the beyond. The 
web becomes not a destination in itself 
but a route map to somewhere real. 
In Marshall McLuhan’s terminology, 
it is cold where live is hot. This is why 
concerts did not die with the invention 
of records, but thrived on the differ-
ence. The screen relieves loneliness, 
as once did letters and phones, but 
it remains a window on the world, 
not a door. You cannot download the 
thunderous beat and sweaty presence 

of thousands at a Lady Gaga concert, 
any more than you can make love on 
facebook, much as some try. You have 
to go somewhere for it to happen.

I find this return to civility exhila-
rating not from any animus against 
technology. I do not buy Carr’s thesis 
that the internet is somehow scram-
bling our brains, that we are losing 
the ability to read long sentences or 
handle complex information critically. 
Too much staring at screens may be 
bad for eyes and backs, as neurotic 
fiddling with iPhones is rude to pres-
ent company, but the web has been by 

far the most rewarding innovation of 
my lifetime.

futurology is a mug’s game. The 
Economist, surveying “e-entertain-
ment” back in 2000, concluded that 
for music “the internet will be a hugely 
important source of revenue”, but that 
its impact on books, movies and televi-
sion would be “peripheral”. It added 
that “big cheeses of the entertainment 
industry will quietly and collectively 
breathe a sigh of relief, because they 
never liked or understood the internet 
anyway”. All proved wrong.

online services have found it hard 

to “monetise” their visits. Most offer 
nothing but free information and 
waste millions of man hours garner-
ing unremunerative hits, whereas live 
uses the web to market and charge for 
a destination. As consumer spending 
evolves from “needs to wants”, from 
goods to experiences, the post-digital 
age focuses on personal contact. Post-
digital is not pre-techno but exploits 
technology for a civilising purpose, 
human congregation and intercourse. 
The money is at the gate. This must be 
good news.

In fact, the IAEA report confirmed 
once again the non-diversion of all 
declared nuclear material to any 
weaponisation programme, which is 
the only mandate of the agency with 
respect to its safeguards agreement 
with Iran. The report also expressed 
concern that Iran may have experi-
mented with military research before 
2004, and that these may have 
continued since. These allegations are 
all made on the basis of documents 
supplied to the agency by Israel (which 
is known to possess a massive nuclear 
arsenal and to refuse access by IAEA 
inspectors to its nuclear sites), and by 
the US (which is still in gross violation 
of the nuclear non-proliferation treaty 
for refusing to eliminate its massive 
nuclear arsenals).

The supposed evidence for Iran’s 
military nuclear research is essentially 
old and based on documents from a 
laptop the US claims it had obtained 
in Iran in 2004. But even at the time 
the New York Times reported deep 
scepticism among western intelligence 
communities over the provenance of 
the laptop. Quoting the assessment of 
western intelligence sources, it suggest-
ed that any sophisticated intelligence 

service could fabricate such a laptop.
The issue of military research and 

the laptop were only taken seriously 
by the US and Israel in february 2008, 
when Iran and the IAEA completed 
their workplan and resolved all the 
outstanding problems between them. 
The new supposed piece of evidence 
against Iran claimed that a foreign 
scientist was helping Iran to build 
an explosion chamber for a nuclear 
weapon test.

However, it turned out that the al-
leged scientist, Vyacheslav Danilenko, 
is a Ukranian expert on nanotech-
nology. robert Kelly, the chief IAEA 
inspector in Iraq for eight years, has 
since dismissed the claim that the type 
of explosion chamber in the report can 
ever be used in a nuclear test.

The hawkish western attitude to Iran, 
based as it is on unfounded rumours 
about a nuclear weapons programme, 
resembles that of the runup to the 
invasion of Iraq. Unjustified sanctions 
only pave the road to a military attack 
on Iran. The west must change course 
and enter into negotiations in good 
faith if a catastrophe for the region 
and the whole world is to be avoided.
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A giant portrait of embattled Syrian President Bashar al-Assad is carried 
in a sea of thousands of Syrian demonstrators in the capital Damascus 
on November 28. The United States pointedly noted Tuesday that it had 

some differences with russia despite its “reset” of relations with the Kremlin, 
after Moscow flexed its muscles on behalf of isolated Syria.

Syria violence eScalateS

NATO attack on Pakistan

PAKISTANI protesters burn an effigy of American President Barack obama at a rally to condemn the recent NATo airstrikes on Pakistani 
troops, in Lahore, Pakistan, on December 2, 2011. U.S. officials gave Pakistan soldiers the wrong location when asking for clearance to at-
tack militants along the border last weekend, Pakistani military officials said friday, and the strike resulted in the deaths of 24 soldiers and a 

major crisis in relations between Washington and Islamabad.

A SEMI-truck toppled in the wind on I-15 in Centerville, Utah on 
Deccember 1, 2011. High winds ripping through Utah have 
overturned several semi-trucks, knocked out power to more than 

50,000 customers and prompted school closures. The powerful winds that 
tore across Western states created a path destruction that closed schools, 
left neighborhoods with a snarl of downed trees and power lines, and 
prompted some communities to declare emergencies

Violent winds tear 
through western U.S

Protestors flock to UN 
climate change talks
ProTESTErS SHoUT anti-US and anti-World Bank slogans demon-

stration outside the UN climate change talks in Durban on Decem-
ber 1. New tensions and alignments are emerging at the UN talks, 

reflecting subtle but far-reaching changes in the geopolitics of climate 
change. THoUSANDS of survivors of 

the world's worst industrial 
accident have blocked trains 

through a central Indian city to 
demand more compensation.

Saturday's protest is on the 27th 
anniversary of the disaster in Bho-
pal, where a Union Carbide pes-
ticide plant leaked gas that killed 
some 15,000 people and maimed 
tens of thousands.

Activist rachna Dhingra says po-
lice charged at the protesters with 
sticks in trying to stop them from 
occupying Bhopal's five train lines 
Saturday and that three people 
were injured.

Protesters say India's government 
settled for too little in a 1985 settle-
ment for $470 million. They're de-
manding $8.1 billion for the more 
than 500,000 people affected.

They also want Dow Chemicals 
dropped as a sponsor of the Lon-
don olympics. Dow bought Union 
Carbide in 2001.

India trains blocked in Bhopal 
disaster protest
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HON’BLE LyONpO’S MESSaGE ON  
WORLD aIDS Day-2011
the World has changed fundamentally since the historic com-
mitments to the millenniums development goals and the 2001 
declaration of commitment on hiv/aidS were made. 
thirty years in to the aidS epidemic, the world as of today has 
34 million people living with hiv/aidS globally, out of which 
15.9 million are women and 2.5 million are children below 
the age of 15 years. as of now 16.6 million children aged 
0-17 years have lost their parents due to hiv. there were 1.8 
million aidS related deaths in 2009 lower than 2.1 million in 
2004. 
as per 2009 unaidS statistics, there are 4.1 million adults 
and children living with hiv in South and South East asia with 
total prevalence rate of 0.3% which is the second highest in 
the world after Sub-Saharan african countries. this alarm-
ing figure itself is the strong marker for Bhutan’s vulnerability 
to this life threatening epidemic. Bhutan has low prevalence 
status, with estimated adult hiv prevalence below 0.1%. 
however, there is worrying and growing evidence of high-risk 
behaviors among specific groups which will jeopardize the 
current response to control the transmission of Sti and hiv. 
the dominant mode of hiv transmission is heterosexual. the 
cumulative number of reported hiv at the end of november 
2011 is 270 with 48 deaths. hiv in Bhutan should be consid-
ered primarily as a Sexually transmitted infection (Sti). Stis 
are important and sensitive biomarkers of high-risk behavior 
for hiv transmission.
Our key guiding principles for the national response is derived 
from the royal decree issued by our beloved 4th druk gyalpo 
Jigme Singye Wangchuk on 24th may 2004. the decree 
states the importance of ‘sharing the responsibility by all Bhu-
tanese people to prevent hiv/aidS and providing care, sup-
port and compassion to those infected with hiv’. the decree 
also prioritizes protecting the rights of people vulnerable to 
Sti and hiv, and people living with hiv. 
in this rapidly changing world, the global hiv response finds 
itself at a pivotal juncture, where the gains of the past are at 
risk and current approaches are reaching their limits. reduc-
ing new hiv infections significantly will require us to radically 
reshape our response. recognizing financial constraints, the 
need to generate greater efficiency in our response can be 
achieved if we approach service delivery differently. 
recognizing these challenges in the global response towards 
hiv and aidS epidemic, the theme for this year’s World 
aidS day is “getting to Zero – Zero new hiv infections. 
Zero discrimination and Zero aidS related deaths”. Bhutan 
with no exception shall remain abided by the 2011 un Politi-
cal declaration declaration that includes new commitments 
and bold new targets which will create momentum in the 
aidS response. although this vision of “getting to zero” may 
be inspirational, the journey towards it attainment is laid with 
concrete milestones.
recognizing the theme of this year’s World aidS day-2011, 
we remain fully committed to curb down the rate of new hiv 
infection among children born to positive mothers, increase 

access to care and treatment and fight against discrimination. 
this year we will witness a group of volunteers from lhak-Sam 
joining the nation in commemorating the World aidS day. they 
have come a long way in convincing their conscience to face 
the media and express their method of coping up with hiv in-
fection; this will be the landmark history in portraying our united 
actions against hiv/aidS in our country. 
On this important day, i join global and local communities to 
show our solidarity to the millions who have lost their precious 
life to this pandemic and support for the people living with 
the hiv virus. i truly hope that, we will continue to commit our 
gracious support to our own people who are both infected or 
affected. abided by the principle of rich Buddhist values and 
rights, it is clear violation of our compassionate feelings if we 
opt to discriminate the people living with hiv/aidS.
i sincerely feel that being hiv positive is not a shame, hiv is 
indifferent with any other chronic illnesses like diabetes or hy-
pertension, it is our negative perception and irrational thoughts 
that magnifies the ill effect of hiv/aidS in our society. hiv 
positive person can deliver the same output as we do and lead 
a normal life.  let me conclude by saying that, there is no room 
for us to discriminate our own people living with hiv, remember 
discrimination is an act of human rights violation, raise hope 
and invest your patience for safer future. 

TaSHI DELEK!

WOrld aidS  day 2011
Two Decades of HIV epidemic in Bhutan.
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Thimphu Thromde 
Post Box: 215

Thimphu-11001: Bhutan
TT/ENG/CMS/11-12/(09)/4714

Invitation For Bids 
The 1. Executive Secretary, Thimphu Thromde invites bids from eligible and qualified bidders for the construction work detailed in 
the table below;

Sl. No Name of Work Cost of 
Document (Nu.)

Bid Security 
(Nu.)

Project 
Period

Classification 
of Contract

1 Development of Public Parking at Changzamtog 300 15000 4 months Small (W3)

A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased from the office of ADM Section, Thimphu Thromde from 2. 9.00 AM to 
5.00 PM, for a non refundable fee as stated above in the form of Cash or Demand  Draft on any scheduled bank payable at 
Thimphu Thromde in favor  of Executive Secretary. Interested bidders may obtain further information at the same address.
Bids must be accompanied by a bid security as stated above against the work drawn in favor of Executive Secretary. Bid secu-3. 
rity will have to be in any one of the forms as specified in the bidding documents and shall have to be valid for 30 days beyond 
the validity of the bid. The sale of bidding documents shall commence from 5th December, 2011 during office hours.
Bids must be delivered to ADM Section, Thimphu Thromde on or before 4. 1200 hours on 5th January, 2012 and will be opened 
on the same day at 1430 hours, in the presence of the bidders who wish to attend.
The bidders must visit the site prior to filling up the tender to avoid any inconveniences on the part of the bidders.5. 

Decision of the Thimphu Thromde Tender committee shall be final & binding.6. 
Executive Secretary 

Thimphu Thromde 

Bhutan Basketball Federation
Thimphu Bhutan
Announcement 

The Bhutan Basketball Federation will be organizing the Veteran Basketball 
Tournament with effect from 9 to 17 December, 2011.
Entry Fee       :  Nu. 8000.00
Entry will begin from      :  3 December, 2011.
Last date of entry      :  8 December, 2011
Team Captains/ Managers meeting   :  8 December, 2011 at  
      5.30pm 
Venue          :  YDF Cafeteria
For further information, please contact Mr. Tenxin Jatsho (National Coach) 
at 17609622 or 322138 during office hours.

General Secretary 
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Sport

Capello happy with England draw

England manager Fabio Capello is happy with his team’s draw  
for next summer’s Euro 2012 finals in the Ukraine and Poland.

Euro 2012 Draw

CAPELLo'S MEN were 
grouped with co-hosts 
Ukraine, france and 

Sweden in friday's draw in Kiev. 
Meanwhile the republic of Ireland 
were handed what on paper looks 
a much tougher test against Spain, 
Italy and Croatia.

"Now we are here all the teams 
are very good. They have arrived 
in this position in the tournament 
because they are very good.

"of the other groups, I think 
Group B is very difficult because 

Portugal, Germany and Holland 
are very tough.

"Probably the best group was 
Group A but we are happy with 
Group D. It is a tough group but 
better than Group B." Capello 
added that England will not move 
their base from Krakow, even 
though all of their group games will 
be played in Ukraine.

"I am happy with the facilities 
and we will stay in the same place 
in Krakow."

"overall we have to be delighted. 
It is a fantastic group for us.

"When you look at the groups we 

have had, in qualification and in 
the World Cup, the gods have been 
smiling down on us and they have 
certainly done it again tonight

"If we can't get ourselves through 
that group we have only got 
ourselves to blame.

"on paper we should win all 
those games but the french are 
always tough, Ukraine at home will 
have loads of fans behind them - 
the atmosphere will be crazy.

"on paper it looks easy but I am 
sure Capello will not take anything 
for granted."

Ukraine pitted the italians against reigning world and european champions Spain, as well as 
Croatia and the republic of ireland.

and while Spain are one of the favourites to take out the title next summer, prandelli is also 
concerned about the threat ireland and Croatia could pose, especially considering the irish are currently 
managed by legendary italian Giovanni trapattoni. "it's a very difficult group," prandelli told rai. "We 
didn't want to meet trapattoni for many reasons. "plus we'll meet the world champions. We have to be well 
prepared in June, because it will be a very tough tournament for us. "i don't know who will be the worst 
opponent between Croatia and ireland, it will depend on the physical shape in June.

Prandelli admits Italy  have work cut out
Italy coach Cesare Prandelli believes his side will do well to  

qualify for the quarter-finals of Euro 2012.rooNEY, WHo started the 
season with a terrific scoring 
run, has not hit a Premier 

League goal since mid-September. 
United's scoring record has suffered 
too - they have not scored more 
than a single goal in the league 
since october 1 - but ferguson 
insists he is happy with the form of 
both the team and rooney.
“He had a great start, I think he is 
on 11 goals at the moment but he 
will score goals, there’s no question 
about that,” said ferguson, adding 
that part of the reason is that 
rooney has played in midfield for 
some of the time.
“our form last Saturday was 
excellent, we played as well as we 
have played all season.
“We needed that little bit of luck 
around about the goalmouth - 
that would have made it a good 
result as Newcastle have been 
playing really well.
“We made so many chances we 
really should have won the game 
comfortably so I have no problems 
with that.”

Alex: Goals 
will come 

for Rooney
Sir Alex Ferguson has insisted 
he is unconcerned about 
Wayne Rooney’s goal drought.

R
Ocky mOuntain high was first released in 
1972 by rca records. it was John denver’s 
first top 10 album, propelled by the single 
“rocky mountain high.” the song was primarily 

inspired by denver’s move to aspen, colorado three years 
earlier and his love for the state. the song was considered 
a major piece of 1970s pop culture, and became a well-
associated piece of colorado history. after years as an 
unofficial anthem for colorado, on march 12, 2007, the 
colorado general assembly made “rocky mountain high” 
one of two official state songs, sharing the honor with 
“Where the columbines grow.”
rocky mountain high is now digitally remastered and 
available as part of the rca albums collection.

Album of the Day  

Rocky

Mountain

high

... john denver ...
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Who Can afford To Fly?
Damcho rinzin, the media 

spokesperson of Tourism Council 
of Bhutan (TCB), said that 
although the domestic air rates 
are expensive, there are elderly 
tourists who will be willing to 
pay the rates because road travel 
in the kingdom is both “long 
and tiring”.

Without actually explaining 
why, Damcho rinzin seems 
convinced that while domestic 
airfares are expensive now, they 
will drop in the near future. 
But he conceded that for the 
Bhutanese, very few would 
be able to afford to fly at the 
current rates. 

According to the Department 
of Civil Aviation (DCA), the two 
operators, Druk Air and Tashi 
Air, will be submitting their fare 
structure and flight schedules on 
December 5. The DCA will then 
scrutinize the proposals and pass 
them on to the government for 
approval.

The Chief Executive officer 
(CEo) of Druk Air, Tandin 
Jamtso, said: “We are still 
working on airfares and time 
schedules. Both Tashi Air and 
Druk Air will be meeting on 
Monday with officials from the 
Department of Civil Aviation 
(DCA) to discuss the fare 
structure and schedules.” 

Meanwhile, the Minister 
of Information and 
Communication Nandalal rai 
said the people shouldn’t worry 
too much about the airfares as 
the DCA will thrash it out with 
the airlines. “They should be 
more concerned about the safety 
aspects rather than the price of 
the ticket.”

The outcome of this week’s 
meetings should prove very 
interesting and hopefully 
beneficial for the Bhutanese 
who have waited so long and 
so patiently to take to their own 
skies.

Chencho Dem Dorji 

flying to Yongphula in Trashi-
gang might be an easy 30 min-
ute flight but Tashi Air’s domes-
tic airfare has left those who live 
there stunned at the Nu 30,600 
for a return ticket.

Locals in eastern Bhutan 
thought the airfare would at 
least be reasonable - and hope-
fully affordable- for people from 
all walks of life, but to their 
amazement the high price will 
only be in reach of high-end 
tourists, plus government offi-
cials, for which the taxpayer will 
pick up the tab.

“With that much money one 
can go on a nice holiday with 
friends and family. Who would 
want to spend that amount of 
money to travel to Paro?” asked 
a civil servant, Thinley Zangpo. 
“If the airfare was priced at a 
realistic rate, rural people would 
at least have had an opportunity 
to fly once in their lifetime.”

An irate shopkeeper 
remarked,“I thought domestic 
air was for local people, but after 
learning about the fare I realize 
that air travel is only for rich 
tourists because no local person 

will be willing to pay Nu 17,850 
just to fly to Paro.”

Hotel owners were also left 
bewildered and many had as-
sumed that the rates would be 
around Nu 5,000 for a one way 
ticket to Yongphula for both 
locals and tourists.

Various businessmen, who 
have all started constructing new 
resorts a few months ago with 
the anticipation of an increase 
in trade, still felt reasonably con-
fident that tourists would be able 
to pay for the flight seeing it was 
so expensive to visit Bhutan in 
the first place.

A lecturer at Sherubtse College 
said that she would much rather 
travel by road rather than spend 
Nu 30,000, despite the extra 
time needed to make the jour-
ney. “It’s a joke. I could also buy 
a lot of clothes with that kind of 
money,” she added.

“I would prefer to travel by 
road whether the fare is high or 
low,” said Sonam, a corporate 
employee, “because I can enjoy 
the beauty of nature and meet 
different people.”

A Trashigang town business-

Easterners stunned!

man, Sonam Dorji, said that he 
thought it would be convenient 
for businesspeople especially 
during the monsoon season. 
“But with this airfare, I would be 
spending more than I earn.” 

Domestic flights would be 
useful during an emergency 
situation said one farmer, but 
doubted whether anyone who 
works on the land would be able 
to fly in the foreseeable future. 
“Way too much money,” he said 
shaking his head.

The only people who will bene-
fit are the tourists according to a 
handicraft shop owner, Jambay, 
who has already started placing 
orders for different patterns and 
designs of gho, kiras, bags and 
other accessories.

one construction contrac-
tor said the ticket price was 
double the amount he was 
expecting.“But I don’t mind 
spending a huge amount of 
money to fly from Yongphula to 
Paro if the safety and service are 
worth it,” he said.

Pema Wangda, a monk, said 
that he heard about the op-
eration of flights to Trashigang 
but was not aware of the price. 
“Anyway, I only travel once or 
twice in a year and when I do,I 
prefer travelling by public bus 
because it’s the only time I get to 
interact with people from differ-
ent places,” he said.

one teacher said he wouldn’t 
fly even if he was given a free 
ticket “because I am afraid of 
travelling by air especially after 
reading so many articles on 
plane crashes.”

Although people are now wait-
ing for Druk Air to announce 
their ticket prices, many don’t 
believe they will much different 
than those announced by Tashi 
Air. The long wait to fly across 
the country may finally be over, 
but it will still leave the vast ma-
jority of people grounded.


