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Tshering Dorji, Thimphu 

Bhutan had no choice but 
to sell USD 200 million 
– comprising 14 percent 

of the GDP – from its foreign 
currency reserves to liquidate the 
rupee debt and straighten the 
economy, according to the Royal 
Monetary Authority (RMA).

The central bank said it was 
the “only option” to repay 
about Rs. 8.00 billion in rupee 
debt to the State Bank of India 
(SBI) and the borrowings for 
the construction of hydropower 
projects. With this measure, the 
RMA could maintain exchange 
rate parity with India although 
it was only a short term measure 
to provide an immediate 
solution to the rupee crunch. 

According to economists, 
Bhutan will be plagued with 
rupee shortage as long as 
there is a huge deficit in trade 
and payments with India. 
Sanjeev Mehta, a professor 
in economics, at the Royal 
Thimphu College said the rupee 
shortage in Bhutan is driven 
by large repayment obligations 
on project-tied loan, payment 
on imports from India and 
large informal trade with India 
that involves use of rupee and 
lastly remittance by Indian 
immigrants.

In particular, the major 
hydro-power contractors from 
India and Indians working or 
living in Bhutan erode Bhutan’s 
rupee reserve as and when they 
transfer their earnings to India 
through the banks in Bhutan.

“The boom in the construction 
sector is also partly responsible 
for this,” said a former fiscal 
expert in the royal government. 
It drains the money out of the 
Bhutanese banks to India as 

almost all the building materials 
and labors are imported from 
India.

He also pointed out that 
Bhutanese travelling to India 
and Bhutanese students studying 
there require the Rupee to meet 
expenses and pay tuition fees. 
And Indian citizens licensed 
to do business will also reduce 
the rupee reserve as their 
profits made in Ngultrum are 
transferred in rupees to India.

In the long run, Bhutan 
needs to generate enough rupee 
inflows by promoting exports 
to India and curbing informal 
trade with India,” said Sanjeev 
Mehta. “Increased FDI inflows 
would also be very crucial”.  

The Chief Executive Officer 
of Druk PNB, Mr. N K Arora, 
said proper check and balance 
system has to be put in place 
to trace the outflow and inflow 
of foreign currency but he was 
optimistic that the crunch will be 
eased after Bhutan commissions 
the big hydropower projects.

The commissioning of the 
projects would definitely lead 
to more rupee earning but a 
part of the revenue generated 
would have to be used for loan 
repayment purposes, leaving 
relatively a smaller fraction as 
net revenue. 

The decisive factor would be 
the rate of growth of net exports 
to India which is currently 
not very impressive, taking 
into account the rising food 
and fuel prices and nature 
of consumption pattern, said 
Sanjeev Mehta. He further 
pointed out that Bhutanese 
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GROWING UP is never easy for anyone, anywhere, with 
its cocktail of rage, confusion, radicalism and general 
restlessness. Aside from school, there are many tests to 

pass on the way to becoming an adult. 
The German philosopher Goethe wrote “If youth is a disease, 

it is soon cured by age.” If that’s the case, then you could 
argue that if old age is a condition, it is soon cured by death. 
But both miss the point. The fact is, age is the high price we 
pay for maturity.

This is one reason why old people tend to be more interest-
ing than the young. One of the particular points of interest is 
to observe how after 50 they revert to the habits, mannerisms 
and opinions of their parents, however wild they were in their 
youth.

While Bhutan continues to modernize in its own unique 
fashion, it hasn’t as yet begun to solve the problems of people 
thrown together in the urban bull’s eye of Thimphu, especially 
when it comes to youngsters who may be bright, but academi-
cally poor. 

It also needs to improve a social system that knows how to 
put the yearnings and intelligence of our young to good use, 
because right now their options seem limited. 

There is no heavier burden in life than unrealized potential 
and for teenagers who are keen to get on but poor at studies it 
can seriously alter their view of their whole world and entire 
future. Unable to finish Class X or X11, many become fearful 
and uncertain about what to do. Their choices have suddenly 
diminished. It is easy to lose confidence. If regret is the tragedy 
of middle age, then pressure is the tragedy of youth. 

And unemployment is a real cause of dissatisfaction. If there 
are no jobs, there is no opportunity for self-advancement and 
the anger of many young unemployed people is the anger of 
the frustrated. They start to feel a distance. They feel unwant-
ed and unworthy. They have all the imperatives but no outlet 
to use them.

The challenge of growing up can lead some youngsters to 
depression, but then misery never saved anyone. They need 
guidance from older friends and parental example. The teen-
age years are also hormone heavy and adrenalin driven. 
There is a need for risk and if that comes with a taste of dan-
ger or rebelliousness, so much the better. But would Thimphu 
even have had gangs if Korean films had never been seen and 
the plotlines re-enacted? It should also be remembered that 

the young use their reactions to get out of dangerous 
situations, while the old use their experience to avoid 
them. 

Meanwhile, resentment about one’s predicament is 
something else. Resentment is a powerful, long-lasting 
emotion that is usually self-serving and dishonest as well 
as useless. Resentment is undoubtedly part of everyone’s 
psychology, at least potentially, and few of us have never 
heeded its siren song. 

It is also clear that we cannot understand people’s 
behaviour without referring to the meanings that they 
attach to the things they have, and perhaps more im-
portantly, to the things they can’t afford.

One resentful teenager from the capital said he was 
fed up with being broke all the time and that he knew 
people who had absolutely nothing. It is worth ponder-
ing what lies behind these words. It is obvious that this 
young man considered being broke not merely unpleas-
ant, as we all would, but unjust and that justified his 
frustration and criminal leanings. 

Leave aside the point that one can be broke on any 
income whatever if one’s desires fail to align with one’s 
financial possibilities; it is again obvious that this teen-
ager believed that he had a right not to be broke and 
that this right was being violated. But did it stem from 
a sense of entitlement, or a sense of being left out and 
abandoned by society?

In apprehending youngsters while jumping the queue 
or smashing a car windscreen, it seems the police have 
become somewhat confused, simultaneously bullying 
and ineffectual, the worst of all combinations. Youths 
are often at that pivotal age between cooling down 
and growing up. Many don’t wreck property and steal 
people’s possessions because they are angry. They are 
simply bored and indifferent.

It is said that maturity is the ability to think, speak and 
act your feelings within the bounds of dignity and the 
measure of your maturity is how spiritual you become 
during the midst of your frustrations. 

And there is always hope. There are countless young 
people who with little education went on to become cap-
tains of their own destiny. There is always a way if you 
are determined enough. Persistence is the key.

EDitORiAl

Youth and Age:  
the Pains of Growth

Pema Choden

STRANGE ARE the ways of the world and that goes for human 
inclinations, too.

What is deemed perfectly normal by someone or a society 
may be a taboo or equivalent to sacrilege for another.

This especially applies to the human sexual orientation.
 Khandu (name changed), 26, never understood the strange 

attraction he had towards men ever since he was a kid and he 
always questioned his indifference towards the opposite sex. 

 As Khandu grew up, his affinity for men increased simultaneously 
until one day he stumbled across a website (guysformen.com) 
which revealed to him that there were men similar to him after 
all. “I had thought about seeing a doctor or a psychiatrist thinking 
something was wrong with me but right then I came across this 
website.”

 “Relief!” was the word he used to describe his feelings from then 
on.

According to Khandu, he had several relationships with girls and 
tried to snap out of his ‘gay-ness’ but it didn’t work that way. “There 
was this feeling with girls that always set me aside and made me 
feel that something was not right while that is actually what people 
call ‘right’.” 

Khandu said that earlier he lived in constant fear about the 
society discriminating and harassing him but now he has come to 
terms with reality.

His only concern is that nothing untoward should happen to his 
family because of who he is. 

Khandu was in a serious relationship with a Chinese guy during 
his college years. He was so much so in love that he dreamt about 
his future - a happy home somewhere away from Bhutan with 
beautiful adopted kids. 

confessions  of a gay
Khandu had to give up because his partner’s parents had already 

arranged his marriage with a girl back home. He moved on 
no matter “how painful it was” and met another guy in India, 
during his training who was “very charming and cared about my 
happiness; he always knew how to make me happy with all the 
little things and we were very happy together.” 

Khandu claims that he has slept with several men, all afraid about 
coming clean with their sexuality. “With very good reason, Bhutan 
is such a small country and things like this literally spread like wild 
fire,” he says. “Spreading of the news is not the issue but the news 
affecting our family and work place is.” 

He said that he can bet that the Bhutanese would not treat them 
badly like those in other countries. “Especially the educated lot here 
understands homosexuality better than those who are not but then 
again just because few people understand us does not mean we will 
be accepted with arms wide open.” 

Karma Choden, private employee is all sympathy for the 
ostracized lot. “Almost everyone knows about the fact that some 
people are born gay or homosexual; we know homosexuality is 
neither a disease nor a mental illness so what can we do but to 
accept the way they are born?”

Sonam Dorji (name changed), a friend of Khandu’s, says he 
understands him because they were friends for a very long time. 
Sonam said he was not surprised when Khandu told him about his 
sexuality, “Somewhere I knew about his sexuality, and I did not feel 
disgusted or shocked because I have been close enough to notice the 
difference in him.” Sonam always felt like asking Khandu about it 
but thought he might pull the wrong strings.

Khandu said that he is not going to come clean with his sexuality 
openly till he can stand on his feet and when that happens, he says 
he will accept it with pride. 

He hopes The Penal Code of Bhutan (Article 213 in Chapter 14, 
“A defendant shall be guilty of the offence of unnatural sex, if the 
defendant engages in sodomy or any other sexual conduct that is 
against the order of nature”)  is revised and gay marriages made 
legal. 

There is no definite and precise law that states that gay marriages 
are illegal in Bhutan but neither does it say that they are.

Tenzin Pema (name changed), 23, said, “There are rights for 
animals, women and children why not for homosexual people, they 
are humans too.”  

Tenzin and Khandu have been really close friends since high 
school. Tenzin said that she knew about Khandu the first time she 
met him but was not sure about his sexuality as he would often 
talk about his experiences with girls and women. She used to be 
so comfortable talking to him about everything, and trust him so 
much that they slept on the same bed. “We used to stay up late, 
talk about so many things and often had sleepovers at each other’s 
place,” she said. “When he told me about it, we went out and 
celebrated it assuring him that it was nothing to be embarrassed 
about.”

Khandu has about 30 gay friends and according to him, there are 
plenty of gay men in Bhutan some of them being school students 
and some married. All the gay people he met over time are afraid 
that the society will not accept the way they are if they ever come 
clean about their sexuality.

He also said that there are men who look totally straight 
(heterosexual) but turn out to be gay.

“In Bhutan, if girls are seen dressed up like boys, act like boys, 
they are considered normal and cool but if men are seen dressed 
up like women (very rare), and are effeminate, they are treated like 
freaks which is not fair,” Deki Pelden, 25, said. “Lesbians and gays 
both deserve equal rights and the government should come up with 
something that protects them.”

Khandu says that he is not trying to glorify homosexuality and is 
only reminding the people of Bhutan that there is a homosexual 
population that wants to be treated like any other section of the 
society. 



4 JournalistThe

December 11
2011

Sunday 5JournalistThe

December 11
2011

Sunday
humour

JournalistThedevelopment

Roger Beaumont

BEAUTY CAN get away with anything 
because beauty never ceases to enchant. 
It’s hard to argue with because it keeps 

getting in the way of the argument. We assume 
that whoever is beautiful will also be intel-
ligent, interesting or even good. It is a mistake 
that is made in every bar in every city on the 
planet and it’s happening right now. It is an 
error that will be repeated forever.

Overheard in The Journalist newsroom

“Do you hold women in high esteem?”

“Yes, of course.”

“Why?”

“Because they come from another planet.”

Overheard at Cafe Klein

“If you can drink and curse like a Bhutanese, 
you are no longer a chilip.”

****

For what it’s worth:

I reckon the best age to be is your early twen-
ties: you don’t realise how difficult life is going 
to get. After all, life expectancy in Zimbabwe is 
now 37. In Afghanistan, it’s 43.

The number of people in slavery worldwide 
is….27 million. Every country on Earth has a 
law banning slavery, but enforcing that law, 
especially in today’s deregulated economic 
system, is very difficult. According to research 
accepted by the US government, it is cheaper 
to purchase a slave today than it was at the 
height of the Atlantic slave trade.

The notice on the wall of  crime novelist Dick 
Francis’s Florida home: “I’ve been reading so 
much about the bad effects of smoking, drink-
ing, over-eating and sex, that I’ve decided to 
give up reading”. 

****

In Mexico, over 40,000 people have been 
killed in drug related deaths. There are not 
enough soldiers and helicopters and drug in-
formers to keep track of the flow of marijuana 
and murders. These are extraordinary and 
tragic times even by the standards of a coun-
try where, in 1920, a general ordered his men 
to shoot an elderly president of the Republic 
named Carranza, then inspected the bullet-rid-
den body and announced that it was the worst 
case of suicide he had ever come across.

****

Letter in the Bangkok Post

Dear Sir, as of this week I am no longer the 
father of a teenage daughter. Yes, Miss K. Mor-
rison is 20 tomorrow. So its farewell to seven 
years of sulky silences, irresponsible drunken 
binges, all-day hangovers, sudden mood 
swings, self-pitying whinges, eating disorders, 

irrational persecution complexes, flaming rows 
and foul-mouthed tantrums.  Yes, the poor girl 
has had to put up with a lot from her parents. 
But I promise that our hormones have settled 
down now. 

Yours etc...”

****

District Chief Nizamuddin Nashir of Khana-
bad, Afghanistan: 

“I have good connections to the Americans 
and to the Taliban. If they wanted to kill me, 
there would be nothing easier. But I’m not 
corrupt and people like me, so they leave me 
alone.” According to Nashir, the enemies of the 
development of a true state in Afghanistan are 
mainly, “The mafia in the government itself. 
They don’t want a state! They just want to pre-
serve the status quo and continue to cash in! If 
we had peace here, there would be no place for 
them anymore. In the meantime, everyone is 
preparing for year zero after the international 
forces withdraw in 2014. When the foreigners 
leave, the civil war begins.”  

He added that, “The Taliban may never have 
understood very much about the rest of the 
world. But they understand Afghanistan. They 
also know that it isn’t about who wins first - 
but about who is left in the end.”

****

To consider:

In Bhutan and most Asian countries, a per-
son could have died in 500 AD and returned in 
1,500 AD and not known a whit of difference.

As far as we know, we are the only creatures 
to demand of their existence a transcendent 
meaning.

The Chinese are not going to get serious 
about intellectual property rights until they are 
inventing more things than they steal, nor are 
they going to engage in worthwhile currency 
reform until they have spirited every last job 
possible from the once vibrant West.

****

School kids badge: “If it stinks it’s chemistry, if 
it wriggles it’s biology and if it doesn’t work, it’s 
physics”. 

Quote of week from wealthy US stockbroker:

“You claim to know something about us. You 
think we are rich beyond comprehension, that 
we can do anything we please at any time, 
go anywhere we want at a moment’s notice, 
wander the earth in a state of constant bliss, 
enjoying abundant and fabulous sex. Perhaps 
you do know us.”

****

Voyager 1 was launched with its twin, Voy-
ager 2, by the US National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) in 1977. It is 
currently travelling at just under 11 miles per 
second and sending information from nearly 

Insights and diversions
11 billion miles away from the sun. It is about 
to become the first man-made object to leave 
the Solar System, although NASA expects  it to 
take between several months and years before 
it completely enters interstellar space. Voyager 
2 will follow later. 

****

The West. What is the goal of this incessant 
drive? This persistence? It is the pursuit of mon-
ey. Anyone who says that money can’t buy 
happiness has never owned a cheque book. 
Yet in the west, the goal of wealth is not solely 
the primary target. It is also the quality of how 
the wealth is achieved, for the accumulation of 
wealth alone in the west  does not guarantee 
respect. Most importantly, the achievement of 
satisfaction involves a consistent purpose and a 
consistent purpose is found mainly in a career. 
A career can bestow self respect, without which 
contentment is scarcely possible. The danger 
of worshipping money for its own sake is that, 
take it away and the whole fabric falls  apart. 

The trend of the nouveau rich is to spend 
money they don’t have, on things they don’t 
need, to impress people they don’t even like.

****

&
Insights

Sonam Dekey - Bumthang

TAKING THE matter of abysmal power supply in their own 
hands, the people of Bumthang have asked the authorities to 
quickly investigate and find a solution.

A letter to this effect has been written to the managing director of 
Bhutan Power Corporation (BPC), Dasho Bharat Tamang, by the 
members of Bumthang’s Hotel Association. 

Copies of the letter were sent to the Prime Minister, Bumthang’s 
MPs – Lyonpo Pema Gyamstho and Karma Wangchuk – the chair-
man of BPC, Dasho Chhewang Rinzin, and Bumthang dzongda 
Sangay Thinley.  

The letter says that despite repeated requests to the local govern-
ment and the authorities looking after the power supply, black-out 
is a frequent occurrence in the district. As a result, the dzongkhag’s 
health sector, cottage and service industries, and fuel station have 
suffered “unprecedented” problems over the years. 

According to the Hotel Association’s chairman, Pema Dawa, the 
complaint was first lodged in April last year. The BPC had then 
promised that the supply would be “smooth and stable” by the end 
of July the same year.

The problem has left many frustrated – those in tourism industry, 
business community, offices and even homes. They pointed out 
that on several occasions; electrical appliances are short-circuited 
while services like internet lines and bank transactions were dis-
rupted. Sometimes, tourists are left stranded in the middle of taking 
a shower. 

To compound the problem, 90% of Bumthang’s businesses have 
no backup generator.

The power division in Bumthang is also helpless. It has also asked 
its headquarters in Thimphu to investigate.

Ugyen Dorji, the BPC’s senior manager in Bumthang, said that 
the problems arise because there is a single power line being shared 
between Trongsa and Bumthang. In Trongsa alone, the same line 
feeds the Langthel and Taktse areas 

“We cannot do anything if the power gets interrupted from the 
main source itself,” said Ugyen Dorji. “Sometimes, even when it is 
an internal fault, it takes time to rectify the fault area.”

The power problems are faced mostly in winder when there is 
bad weather and more use of heating appliances. For example, in 
November when Jakar is abuzz with Tshechu activities and tourists, 
the overall voltage is down to 11,000 KV from the normal 30,000 
KV.

Come winter, the transformer at Ngadala peak which connects 
power wires from Trongsa to Bumthang is also disrupted by snow-
fall. It takes a day to reach the peak and rectify the problem. 

According to the Hotel Association’s letter, during a recent ENT 
campaign, patients undergoing operations had to undergo undue 
suffering when the power went off. 

The black-out has affected other businesses, too. 
A bar owner, Tenzin Choden, said that her bar is always filled 

with people and when there is no power she has to light several 
candles. “The costs of the candles are even more than the electric-
ity bill,” she said. “Firstly we suffer without power and secondly we 
have to spend more money on candles. This is really very annoy-
ing.” 

A Dzongkhag employee said there is no work done when there is 
no power. “Sometimes we sit idle the whole day.”

The banks face a difficult time, too, with long queues.  
Wangdi, a businessman, wasted a whole day at the bank. “I had 

to send money to a broker immediately and a job that was sup-
posed to be done in two minutes took two days.”

 “There is nothing we can do,” said Kezang Tshomo, a cashier at 
the Bank of Bhutan branch in Bumthang.

Are the authorities listening? 

Bumthaps ask authorities 
to investigate power black-out



6 JournalistThe

December 11
2011

Sunday 7JournalistThe

December 11
2011

Sunday
spirituality youth

Tsundu Dorji - Thimphu

WHAT DOES the tiny kingdom of Bhutan and the super power 
Russia have in common culturally and in terms of religious 
tradition?

Buddhism.
Orthodox Christians constitute a majority of the 145 million 

Russian citizens, according to the 2010 census, while Buddhists make 
up two to five percent of the population.

Keeping this common cultural thread in mind to further strengthen 
relations between the two countries, an exhibition called “ Buddhism 
in Russia”  has been put up for the first time in Bhutan.

Due to the huge crowds gathered and their avidity to view the 
exhibition, its date of end has been extended from Dec 14 to Dec 23.

The exhibition features high quality state-of-the- art technological 
reproductions of the 19th century Buddhist artworks, including those 
from the collection of Nicholas II, the last Russian Emperor.

It also features the 19th century photographs of the Russian 
Museum of Ethnography and National Museum of the Buryat 
Republic, the National Museum of the Tuva Republic, the National 
Museum of the Kalmykia Republic, and the works of contemporary 
artists used in the decoration of Buddhist temples in Russia.

Padam Talwar, Director of Nehru Wangchuck Cultural Centre 
(NWCC) said, “the interest of Buddhism in Russia and in Bhutan 
is very common. There are three dimensional exhibitions, a very 
unique presentation of original artifacts”.

The combination of Buddhist and archaic notions permeated with 
invisible tremulous religious feeling is said to be present in these 
works.

He said that the artifacts are a gift to the Royal Government of 
Bhutan presented for permanent display in the national museum at 
Paro.

In the course of the many centuries, Buddhism had significant 
influence on the outlook and culture of civilizations, the emergence 
and development of philosophical thought, literary language, 
medicine, architecture, visual arts, and norms of moral behaviour.

The Russian museum of Ethnography is said to be the largest 
museum of the world representing the traditional culture of the 
people of Russia and adjacent countries of Europe and Asia.

Buddhism in russia: it’s 
not really different there!

Youth: why violence?
Tshering Wangchen - Thimphu

YOUTH AND violence have 
become synonymous in 
Thimphu.

Recent cases like the assault 
of a school caretaker  and even 
cops on duty have given rise to 
certain questions which need to 
be faced and soon.

Violence is the act of 
purposefully perpetuating hurt 
on someone. What causes it? Is 
it lack of parental guidance or 
influence of peers?

 Substance abuse, taking 
alcohol, burglary and fights 
especially among the dreaded 
gangs in the capital have 
become the norm these days.

The total number of youth-
related crimes recorded in 2010 
was 234 and as of August this 
year, 84 youths were arrested.

  Many people feel that youth 
consider violence the solution 
to their frustration, anger and 

angst and it gives them a sense 
of control over others hence they 
are increasingly resorting to this 
social evil.

 Sonam Lhamo, a teenager, 
said that she now fears to walk 
alone even in familiar streets.

“Thimphu is no more safe,” she 
echoed the opinion held now by 
many. 

A teacher said that lack of 
parental guidance, broken 
families, distant relations, school 
drop outs and low income family 
background feature as the major 
causes of youth violence.

According to Lieutenant 
Thinley Y Tangbee from the 
Anti-Gang Squad, the number 
of youth-related problems is 
increasing. He said both teachers 
and parents are usually unaware 
of what is going on behind their 
backs and when revelation 
strikes, it comes as a shock for 
which the adults are unprepared.

Talking on how the police deal 

with young offenders who are 
arrested, he said they are given a 
second chance but they have to 
write a letter of assurance in the 
presence of their parents.

He did mention that the youths 
of today are bolder and more 
violent.

“As the school year comes to 
an end we are more vigilant with 
security and patrolling”.

The Royal Bhutan Police (RBP) 
is trying out various measures 
to curb youth violence such as 
partnering with them.

However, Thimphu residents 
feel there should be strong 
penalties for youngsters who 
break the rules in order to 
prevent them from repeating the 
offense.

Kuenzang Tobgay, a teacher, 
said that during the school 
hours,   school authorities do 
their best to guide and counsel 
their students but once classes 
are over, it is the responsibility of 

the parents to keep tabs on their 
children.

But would keeping a tight 
rein over children really help? 
Youths have a tendency to 
rebel, hence Tshering Chuki, a 
mother, said that, parents should 
strike a balance between being 
authoritarian and too lenient 
so that children will open up to 
them if they have problems.

Some elders feel that spending 
enough time with their 
parents will instill a sense of 
responsibility in the youth.

Tandin Tshering, another 
parent said that he really can’t 
figure out why  youngsters 
these days are extremely violent 
“especially when they are living 
in  a peaceful country like ours.”

 “There are various healthy 
ways to keep yourselves 
engaged,” he added, “I always 
keep an eye on my children and 
give them enough freedom but 
not to the extent that they abuse 
it.”

Today, Buddhist culture is an important component in the revival of 
the ethnic values of Russia’s people, one of the main criteria of their 
self identification.

Buddhism in Russia is not limited to the traditionally Buddhist 
regions namely Buryatic, Kalmykia, and Tuva. The interest to 
Buddhism in contemporary Russia is no exclusion, it follows a global 
trend.

Buddhism is the most ancient world religion which was born in 
India and became the dominant confession of a huge number of 
nations, and it has been known in Russia for a long time.

It is a vibrant and evolving spiritual tradition declared to be among 
the official religious confessions of Russia as far back as in 1741 
during the rule of Empress Yelizaveta.

It is said that the Russian Kagyu differs from the Bhutan Kagyu.
The Russian kagyu doesnot have tremendous monasteries with their 
splendid sculpture and thanka that have existed for centuries in 
Bhutan. 

This is due to the fact that the kagyu school did not come to Russia 
from Tibet, it spread from Europe where it emerged with the Tibetan 
émigrés who fled from Chinese repressions to India at first, and then 
to Europe and America.

Till the end of the 20th century, only three ethnic groups out of 150 
peoples of Russia were regarded as Buddhists – the Buryats, Kalmyks 
and Tuvinians.

Unlike the people of Bhutan, it is said that Buryats, Kalmyks and 
Tuvinians follow the Buddhism of another Tibetan school.

It is believed that Buddhism appeared in Bhutan and Russia at 
about the same time, in the early 17th century.Yet, this is considered 
not quite true.

The main thing in Kagyu is the reliance on practical yoga and 
sacred rituals preparing its followers for the comprehension of 
Buddha in the mind and to the new incarnation coming after death.

An oral transfer of learning, direct contact with the teacher, his 
blessing, knowledge and meditation experience are very i mportant. 

In Russia, Buddhism has been present for more than four hundred 
years already, But it cannot be called a Buddhist country.

Four confessions are regarded as the official religions of Russia 
today namely orthodox Christianity, Islam, Judaism and Buddhism.
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RCSC examinationS topper Ugyen Dorji talks to The Journalist 
reporter Phub tshering Dekey on the people and events which have 
made a difference to his life. He also does not rule out joining politics, 

in fact as early as 2013. 

What does topping the RCSC examinations mean to you 
personally?

It’s a rare moment of extreme happiness. The ultimate and most 
rewarding of all the results in my last 17 years of schooling, it comes 
at a time when I am on the verge of completing the first 25 years of 
my life.  

And to your folks back at home in Thrimshing?

It’s a well-deserved treat to my immediate family members for the 
many sacrifices they have had to make to send me to school and 
support my education. It ought to bring joy to my community folks 
as well as this probably is the first time that anyone from Thrimshing 
has topped the RCSC exams.

 What factors contributed to your success?

The courage to dream big, propelled by the desire to excel; the 
longstanding passion to read, write, speak, and think; the bilingual 
course I took in the college; and a good grasp over the country’s 
social, political, and economic issues that comes from my experience 
as a journalist for more than a year now. I cannot rule out luck 
though. 

You always harbored political ambitions. Do you see winning a 
berth as MP in 2013 as your next challenge?

At this moment, political ambition is just one among few others I 
have in my mind. Whether I should plunge into the political fray 
in 2013 elections as a parliamentary candidate is something my 
community folks will have to decide. If they need me, I am at their 
service, come what may. 

You were under-aged and disqualified for the last gup elections. 
Any regrets now that you have won for yourself a feather in the 
cap?

Topping the RCSC exams brings home pride and happiness. But 
that’s no substitute for the opportunity lost to serve my community 

as a local leader which has been the single most dominant aspiration 
all my life. I will always recollect the incident with a tinge of regret. 

Why the interest in politics?

Entangled in the web of poverty, not all folks in my community had 
the fortune to see the light of modern education as I had. So early on 
in my school life, I grew up longing to return to my roots after my 
studies to make a difference in their lives. To do that, I didn’t see any 
instrument better than politics.

Even otherwise, it is hard not to be swayed when the whole world 
around is caught up in the wave of excitement generated by the 
recent historic political transitions. A fledgling democracy like ours 
certainly beckons contributions from the fittest among us.  

What event in your life has shaped you into the kind of person 
you are?

There are a series of events but the most important one seems to 
be that fine day in the spring of 1994 when I was enrolled as a 
student in Thungkhar Primary School in Thrimshing. Today, I have 
metamorphosed into an educated, independent, and responsible man 
from a rustic, innocent, little boy. My rural, humble upbringing has 
influenced me a great deal.   

As a reporter for the last odd year or so, how has that added to 
your knowledge and experience?

It has broadened my knowledge about the country’s social, economic, 
and political issues. The day to day interaction with people from all 
walks of life - from ministers to beggars in the streets - helped me 
understand the world around me better. Indeed, the experience has 
been enriching in ways more than I can articulate.   

What is your next big plan now?

I am yet to decide on what to do next.

Almost everyone, including my family members, expects me to join 
the civil service which would mean undergoing a yearlong Post 
Graduate Diploma in Public Administration (PGDPA) at the Royal 
Institute of Management (RIM). But a part of me says that I should 
continue working as a journalist. 

The choice is tough.

politics is 
in the card

Ugyen Wangmo

TO ENSURE 100 percent employment for Bhutanese citizens, the 
government is regulating the number of foreign workers coming 
into the country.

There are currently about 45,000 foreign workers in the country em-
ployed by private firms, government and the public sector, excluding 
workers engaged in Dantak projects.

According to the chief labor office of the ministry of labor and hu-
man resources, Suman Pradhan, reducing foreign workers in Bhutan 
is meant to give full employment to Bhutanese. However, the ceiling 
of foreign workers coming into Bhutan is being revised with an eye on 
the increasing developmental activities in the country.

He said that the foreign workers in Bhutan do not impact the rate 
of unemployment in the country. If there is supply of labor within the 
country, the ministry does not import.

“Job seekers prefer to remain jobless than take the jobs that are avail-
able,” said Suman Pradhan. “Most Bhutanese are least interested in 
manual jobs.”

Foreign workers sorely needed
A fair amount of educated youth are unemployed because they 

are not interested in blue-collar jobs. As a result, the vacuum has to 
be filled by importing foreign workers, especially for developmental 
activities. 

Vocational training institutes are currently being reengineered to 
produce skilled and qualified workers in the technical field to address 
labor gap.

In addition numerous private training institutes, monitored by the 
ministry, are being initiated besides sending people out for studies and 
training.

The labor director, Jigme Thinley, said the construction and hydro-
power projects require the highest import of foreign workers.

“The unavailability of skilled laborers in Bhutan shouldn’t stop the 
developmental activities,” he said. “This requires us to import foreign 
workers.”

Meanwhile, the ministry is assessing the areas in need of workers and 
the availability of jobs and job seekers. 
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metamorphosed into an educated, independent, and responsible man 
from a rustic, innocent, little boy. My rural, humble upbringing has 
influenced me a great deal.   

As a reporter for the last odd year or so, how has that added to 
your knowledge and experience?

It has broadened my knowledge about the country’s social, economic, 
and political issues. The day to day interaction with people from all 
walks of life - from ministers to beggars in the streets - helped me 
understand the world around me better. Indeed, the experience has 
been enriching in ways more than I can articulate.   
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Almost everyone, including my family members, expects me to join 
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Institute of Management (RIM). But a part of me says that I should 
continue working as a journalist. 
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TO ENSURE 100 percent employment for Bhutanese citizens, the 
government is regulating the number of foreign workers coming 
into the country.

There are currently about 45,000 foreign workers in the country em-
ployed by private firms, government and the public sector, excluding 
workers engaged in Dantak projects.

According to the chief labor office of the ministry of labor and hu-
man resources, Suman Pradhan, reducing foreign workers in Bhutan 
is meant to give full employment to Bhutanese. However, the ceiling 
of foreign workers coming into Bhutan is being revised with an eye on 
the increasing developmental activities in the country.

He said that the foreign workers in Bhutan do not impact the rate 
of unemployment in the country. If there is supply of labor within the 
country, the ministry does not import.

“Job seekers prefer to remain jobless than take the jobs that are avail-
able,” said Suman Pradhan. “Most Bhutanese are least interested in 
manual jobs.”

Foreign workers sorely needed
A fair amount of educated youth are unemployed because they 

are not interested in blue-collar jobs. As a result, the vacuum has to 
be filled by importing foreign workers, especially for developmental 
activities. 

Vocational training institutes are currently being reengineered to 
produce skilled and qualified workers in the technical field to address 
labor gap.

In addition numerous private training institutes, monitored by the 
ministry, are being initiated besides sending people out for studies and 
training.

The labor director, Jigme Thinley, said the construction and hydro-
power projects require the highest import of foreign workers.

“The unavailability of skilled laborers in Bhutan shouldn’t stop the 
developmental activities,” he said. “This requires us to import foreign 
workers.”

Meanwhile, the ministry is assessing the areas in need of workers and 
the availability of jobs and job seekers. 
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Ministry of Agriculture and Forests 
Agriculture Machinery Centre 

Paro: Bhutan 
No. AMC/ADM-06/2011-2012/701

Notice Inviting Tender 
Sealed tenders are invited from eligible supplier for the supply of following items  
1. Library Books  2. Workshop Tools and Equipments 
Necessary tender documents can be purchased on payment of Nu. 500.00 for 
item No.1 and Nu.300 for item No. 2 (non-refundable) from the office of the 
undersigned on any working day. The last date of submission of tender is on 
10th January 2012 and will be opened on the same day at 3 PM at the office 
of the undersigned. Sale of tender documents shall start upon issue of this 
notice.

Offtg. Programme Director 

Bhutan Amateur Athletic Federation 
Member of the International Association of Athletics Federations 

Member of the Asian Athletic Association 
Ref. No. BAAF/011/556

Notice Inviting Tender 
“River embankment works at synthetic track, Thimphu”. 

Sl. 
No Name of Work 

Cost of 
Document 

(Nu.)

EMD 
(Nu.)

Completion 
Period (Months) 

Date of sale 
of document

Submission 
date 

Tender 
Opening date 

& Time 

Class of 
Contract 

1 River Embankment 
Works at Synthetic 
Track, Thimphu 

1000/- 100,000/- 4.5 months 9th Dec. 2011
At 10:00 AM 
on 9th Jan. 

2012 

At 2:30 PM 9th 
Jan 2012 Medium 

A complete set of Bidding Documents can be purchased from the Office of General Secretary, BAAF, Thimphu during the office hours 
upon submission of a written application to the address below. Bids shall be opened in the Office of General Secretary in the presence 
of the Bidders’ representatives who choose to attend in person. The bidders shall be familiarized with the sites before quoting the rate.  
 
The decision of the tender committee will be final and binding.

The address referred to above is: President, BAAF, Thimphu 
President, BAAF

Administration & Finance Division 
Ministry of Economic Affairs 

Thimphu: Bhutan 
No. MoEA/AFD/ADM-05/2011-12/1378

Tender Announcement 
The National Transmission Grid Master Plan (NTGMP) Project under the 
Department of Hydropower & Power Systems (DHPS), Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, Thimphu would like to invite sealed bids from the eligible supplier(s)/ 
dealer(s) from India and Bhutan having valid trade and dealership license issued 
by the Ministry of Economic Affairs of the Royal Government of Bhutan for 
supply, installation and commissioning of PSS®E (Power Transmission 
Planning) software and training on software package.
A complete set of bidding documents with detailed specification/ terms and 
conditions may be downloaded from the website www.moea.gov.bt or can be 
purchased from the Procurement Section, AFD, MoEA at Nu.1,000/- (Ngultrum 
one thousand) only (non-refundable) will be available for sale from 12 Dec. 
2011 to 11 Jan. 2012. Bids must be submitted to the Procurement Officer, AFD, 
MoEA on or before 1000 hrs on 12th Jan. 2012. The tender will be opened at 
1015 hrs on the same day in the Conference Hall of DHPS.
For further details call +975-2-324735/325151 (Ext. 2167) for any 
clarifications.

Offtg. Chief Administrative Officer 

Ministry of Information & 
Communications

Road Safety and Transport 
Authority 

RSTA/TM-13/2011/422

Notification 
This is for the general information of all concerned 
that in order to maintain a uniform standard of taxi 
colour in the country, the RSTA after obtaining 
the formal approval from the Government vide 
Note Sheet No. RSTA/TDD/TR/2011/382 Dated 
November 18th 2011, has decided that all the 
new taxis shall be of the following two colours 
only.
1. Red with yellow top and,
2. White with yellow top.
Therefore, all the RSTA Regional and Base 
Offices are advised to strictly adhere to the above 
instructions and not to register any taxis that do 
not follow the approved colour.
The new taxi colour will be effective from 1st of 
January 2012, for all categories id taxis to be 
registered in the Country. However, the colour 
restriction shall not apply on the existing taxis.

Director 

Announcement 
Norbu Jatsho Printing Press 
Work specialist: All types of bill printing, Visiting 
cards, Laminations, and Bindings. Above Hong 
Market, Thimphu Bhutan Phone:  02- 327644, Mobile: 
17627823/ 17689528

Wanted experienced vibratory road roller operator. 
Pay scale 10000 and above. Contact no. 17113789, 
17725562. Gyaltshen construction.

Classified

Building for sale with 15 decimal land in 
Darjey, Tsirang. Contact: 17466574
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Bhutan Power Corporation Limited 
Transmission Department 

Substation Maintenance Division 
Phuentsholing: Bhutan 

29/SMD/BPC/PLG/VOL-1/2k11/881

Notification 
This is to notify all our valued customers that Bhutan Power Corporation Limited shall be taking shutdown of 66 KV New industrial 
Estate, Pasakha for annual testing of energy meter on off load condition.
There will be interruption of power supply as mentioned below:

Sl. No Name of Feeder Date Time Affected area 
1 66 KV Bhutan Concast  15/12/2011 900 to 1300 hrs Bhutan Concast  Area
2 66 KV Druk Wang Alloys   15/12/2011 1400 to 1700 hrs Druk Wang Alloys  Area 
3 66 KV  Ugyen Ferro Alloys   16/12/2011 900 to 1300 hrs Ugyen Ferro Alloys Area  
4 66 KV Tashi Metals Alloys   16/12/2011 1400 to 1700 hrs Tashi Metals Alloys Area
5 66 KV  Druk Ferro Alloys   19/12/2011 0900 to 1300 hrs Druk Ferro Alloys Area 
6 66 KV  Bhutan Ferro Alloys 19/12/2011 1400 to 1700 hrs Bhutan Ferro Alloys Area 
7 66 KV  Lhaki Steel  20/12/2011 0900 to 1300 hrs Lhaki Steel  Area
8 66 KV  Saint Gobain   20/12/2011 1400 to 1700 hrs Saint Gobain Area

You are requested to kindly bear with us BPC shall make every effort to restore the supply as early as possible. Inconvenience 
caused is highly regretted.

Senior Manager, SMD, BPC, Phuentsholing 

Department of Human Resources
Ministry of Labour and Human Resources

Thimphu Bhutan
Announcement

The Department of Human Resources, Ministry of Labour and Human Resources is pleased to announce the availability of 20 slots for 
Heavy Duty Machine Operator’s Training (in-country). The training program is tentatively scheduled to start from 9th January 2012 
for duration of 5 months (3 weeks theory, 4 weeks practical and 3 months field attachment). 
Interested pre-service candidates aged 21 years and above with minimum qualification of class VIII (eight) and above having valid 
driving license or learner license may apply for the training program with the following documents:

1. DHR-HRD Pre-service form (available at www.molhr.gov.bt)
2. Class VIII certificate and marksheet
3. School Leaving Certificate
4. Photocopy of Citizenship Identity Card
5. Photocopy of valid Driving License/ Learner License
6. No Objection Certificate from Royal Bhutan Police
7. Valid Medical Certificate

The last date of submission of documents is on 23rd December 2011. Names of shortlisted candidates will be announced on the 
Ministry’s website on 26th December 2011 along with the selection interview schedule. Shortlisting and selection of candidates will be 
carried out as per the Guidelines for HRD Support to the Private and Corporate Sector. 
For further information, please contact Program Officer, HRDD at 333867 (ext-2018). 

Director

National Housing Development Corporation Ltd.
Thimphu, Post Box No.1439

“Towards shelter for all”
D&PD/CAU-NIT/2011-12/476

Notice Inviting Tender 
The National Housing Development Corporation Ltd. Invites sealed Bids from the eligible Bhutanese National Class ‘LARGE’ (W3) 
Contractors having valid trade license and registered with CDB for the construction of residential building in Thimphu. For more details 
log onto www.nhdc.gov.bt

Managing Director, NHDC
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Sonam Dekey - Bumthang

BUMTHANG HAS seen three horrific fires and the residents are not 
leaving anything to chance. 

Since the last fire engulfed Chamkhar six months ago, volun-
teers have been patrolling the town by night, even in the biting cold, so 
that the residents do not have to put up with another nightmare.

The shops close early and by 9 pm, there is a pin drop silence, except 
for the night patrollers who consist of five volunteers and three police-
men.  They do it on a daily basis. 

Every car that is seen travelling after 11 pm is stopped and asked 
questions. 

“It’s good to see that our people are working hard to keep us all safe,” 
said a resident. Another said that just because arson has not happened 
for six months does not mean the people are safe. “It’s better safe than 
sorry,” he said.

But there are a few who feel the patrol team should do more than ask 
questions. The team should write down the numbers of vehicles and 
the names of the drivers. Said one: “The miscreant(s) could act like any 
normal person and sneak away.” 

But patrolling isn’t all smooth sailing. Dorji, a volunteer, recounted 
incidents where late night travelers have not taken very kindly to being 
probed. This is where the presence of the police helps.

“When there is police with us, the people cooperate better,” he said. 
Before the third fire broke out, the people of Chamkhar were only 

starting to recover from the second. And the third one, they say, was 
definitely not an accident. 

“The fires have totally destroyed everything and we don’t want an-
other mishap due to negligence,” said Tshering Phuntsho, a business-
man who also takes turn patrolling. 

Investigations were carried out after the incidents but nobody has 
been caught so far. 

“We cannot trust anyone at the moment but ourselves,” said another 
volunteer. “We don’t know for how long but we shall continue patrol-
ling as long as it takes.”

Chamkhar residents are finally coming to terms with the tragedies. 
They now have better homes, roads and other municipal facilities, and 
life is returning to normalcy.

 “We have made remarkable progress and if anything happens 
again, I might die of a heart attack now,” said a shopkeeper.

It’s bitter cold but patrolling 
has to go on
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“ The ultimate  objective of nation building is peace and harmony for Bhutan and her people”
His Majesty the Druk Gyalpo

De Suung Head Office 
( De- Suung – Guardians of Peace)

Lungtenphug, Thimphu

The Office of the De-Suung National Voluntary Service would like to invite interested teachers to volunteer for the third batch 
Integrated De - Suung Training Programme at Tencholing, Wangduephodrang from 16th January 28th January 2012( 2 weeks) 
on a First come First Serve Basis:

Teacher candidates who complete the course successfully will become lifelong registered members of the De-Suung organization.
125 teacher volunteers (80 male and 45 female) will be selected for the third course.
Food, lodging, uniforms, bedding, and other basic essentials for the duration of the training will be provided by the management.
The integrated Training Program is uniquely designed to impart basic knowledge and skills in Disaster Management and the 
following topics will be covered
1. Disaster Management Framework
2. Flood Control Measures
3. Forest fire management
4. Fire safety: Use of Equipment and standard rules of procedures during fire events
5. Field drill on water rescue- water traversing, use of improvised rafts, swimming techniques, etc
6. GLOF( Glacier Lake Outburst Floods)- presentation/documentary and discussion
7. First Aid and CPR: Presentation and Practical Lessons
8. Evacuation of casualties from high rise building ( Urban search and rescue)
9. Road safety and evacuation of casualties from vehicular accidents
10. Basic Paramedic and Trauma Management
11. Crowd Control
12. Waste Management
13. Substance Abuse and measures to control
14. Training Structure/Format
15. Guest lecture Series
16. Seminar and Plenary Discussions
17. Documentary screening on topical issues
18. Physical endurance training
19. Simulation exercises and field drills
20. Interactive learning
21. Team building and management exercises

 Documents required while submitting application:
1. Signed Application Form
2.  Copy of Citizenship ID Card
3. Copy of Security Clearance
4. Copy of Certificate
5. Two passport size photographs
Completed Application Materials should be submitted to the De-Suung Head Office, Lungtenphug located within the premises of the 
RBA Officers’ Institute.
Applications will be accepted from Monday, 19th December until Friday, 30th December 2011.
Selected candidates will be informed individually after Tuesday, 03rd January 2012.

NOTE :
Standard medical/physical examinations will be carried out as a condition for acceptance.  Appointment will be scheduled by the 

Head Office during the submission of application.
The application forms can be downloaded from the website of the De-Suung Office www.desung.org.bt or can be collected from the 

De-Suung Head Office, RBA Officers Institute, Lungtenphug, Thimphu during office hours.
For further enquiries please call 340353 and 17625186 during office hours or email at desung@gmail.com 

Drug regulatory Authority 
P.O. Box no.1556
Thimphu Bhutan

12/ DRA/ADM/NTF/2011-12/956

Reminder Notification 
Drug Regulatory Authority (DRA) in collaboration with the Department of Human Resources (DHR), Ministry of Labour and Human 
Resources and the Royal Institute of Health Sciences (RIHS) is under the process of training pharmacy Technicians for private 
Pharmacies, As informed earlier vide letter no. 12/DRA/ADMNTF/2011-12/832 dated 18th Nov. 2011, DRA would like to once again 
notify all pharmacy retailers/ wholesalers to submit requisition for pharmacy Technicians latest by 15th December 2011. For further 
details contact inspection Division of the Drug Regulatory Authority at 02-339015 or 337074 (extn.2011).

Drug Controller 
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Sangay Wangchuk

TWO MONTHS ago, a former gang member of the MB Boys started 
working at one of the automobile workshops in Thimphu. It was a 
difficult life, but a fruitful one.

He was one of the 55 gang members who disbanded in August last year.
But one night, while drinking beer with his new found friends in a small 

bar after a rough day at work, a group of boys ganged up against him 
and beat him up.

Old grudges from his past left him with a broken arm and eight stitches 
on his forehead. This was the night when he reentered a world he had 
once left behind.

“Join a gang to be protected.” This is a common phrase used by gang 
members to get a new recruit into their gangs.

And who falls prey to this refrain? It is normally those youth who come 
from broken families, those who seek a family substitute in the name of 
friendship and violence. It is the youth who are power hungry, to mark 
their territory of control.

Gang formation has become more rampant among the youth than 
it has ever been. This time, the only difference is they are more out of 
control and angry. 

Earlier, in the 1980s there was only one gang that most have heard 
about, the Taktsang gang. Rumor has it that there was only one gang 
who would fight against the former, the Peace Rat gangs. 

But today, there are a total of 51 gangs – 35 male gangs and 16 female 
gangs - in Thimphu itself. To protect oneself from the others, in order to 
rough up someone else, one must join the others.

“This is why we form gangs,” said a 15-year old gang member of Sabji 
Bazaar Gang. To stay alive, you must have a gang of your own.”

The biggest of the gangs in Thimphu was the MB boys, initially known 
as Military Boys, with about 300 gang members.

The main leaders were known as Kane, Kachara, Dealer and Wonju. 
The gang was initially formed when eight friends were severely beaten 

up by the Sabji Bazaar Gang.
This gang has about 20 members with elected leaders known as Spike, 

Goonda and Rasta who are known for their fighting skills. The gang ini-
tially planned on merging with the Bacteria Gang against the MB Boys.

Another gang known mainly for engaging in fights during party nights 
is the TT Boys led by Japay with 20 to 30 members located near the Bhu-
tan Table Tennis Federation. Most of the gang members are students.

With MB Boys from the family line at Dechencholing bullying other 
children, Dechencholing saw the first of another gang called the Do and 
Die Gang. Their sole motive in the beginning was to protect themselves 
from the MB Boys.

While Dechencholing already had two gangs to fear, another gang 
emerged led by leaders known as Zingzing and Kaka. They called them-
selves the Dirty Boys.

Other smaller gangs are Webs Gang, White House Boys, Norling Boys, 
D-boys, Virus Gang, Collar Shirt Boys, Black House Boys, Nigga Boys and 
Bazaar Boys.

Even after two biggest gangs disbanded last year, more and more gangs 
have emerged. With two notorious gangs gone, the smaller ones took the 
chance to have a free reign.

Underestimating the strength of the smaller groups and unaware of 
what price the disbanded members have to pay for stripping of their 
gang title for a good cause, most former gang members have either been 
beaten up or threatened. 

A former member of Taktsang Gang told The Journalist that the mean-
ing of gang has changed over the years.

He added that unlike their times, gangs these days will not think twice 
before they kill someone. 

“They influence innocent kids to join them, so that their gang becomes 
bigger,” he said. “The strength of a gang is solely determined by its num-
bers these days.”

Although a lot of measures have been taken by the Anti-Gang Squad, 
new gangs are adding to the list while the older ones are becoming stron-
ger and more violent.

According to Karma Samten Gurung, who is writing his school thesis on 
juvenile delinquency, gang formation is a process and not an event.

He said gang activities tend to be cyclical. 
“It goes up, hits a peak, dips, and then eventually comes back up 

again,” he said.
He said it becomes problematic when it comes back as it always comes 

back with a higher level of violence. Bhutan is not an exception.

Flocking together  
rather than riding solo

The Bhutanese ‘Genji’
Sangay Wangchuk - Thimphu

JIMMY TSHERING, an 18-year 
old high school student, walks 
into a salon and tells the 

barber to do something new to 
his hair.

“Cut it short on the sides and 
keep it long on the top, but make 
sure the hair is cut uneven,” he 
says. 

The people at the salon share 
a confused look. “It’s called the 
Genji haircut,” he tells them.

The character of Takaya Genji 
from the Japanese gang movie 
‘The Crows’, an outrageously 
violent movie, has had such 
an influence over the youth of 
Bhutan to an extent that a trend 
of ‘Genji lifestyle’ has become the 
in-thing in town. 

The movie portrays a high 
school as a battlefield where per-
sonal combat becomes a means 
to prove the worth and masculin-
ity of the teenagers. 

The lead character, Takaya 
Genji who is the son of a high 
ranking gang lord, spends most 
of his time at school fighting 
with other students, marking his 
territories and putting other gang 
leaders under his control. 

His fashion statement compris-
es of black trousers, waist length 
suit blazer, chains dangling on 
his sides from a white belt, and 
his signature hairstyle.

The movie was released in 
2007, and ever since then juve-
nile delinquency in the country 
has been on a rise.

In 2007, 140 cases of juvenile 
crimes were reported, of which 87 
occurred in Thimphu alone. In 
2008, a total of 267 cases were re-
ported and in the following year, 
126 cases have been reported 
with the police. 

Last year, 291 youth related 
crimes were recorded by the 
Royal Bhutan Police.

Like Jimmy Tshering, hundreds 
of youth have been influenced 
by this movie and others similar 
to it. Lifestyles have thus begun 
to become violent, as a cause of 
which, the streets of Thimphu 
have become an unsafe place 
after dark.

According to Lieutenant Thin-
ley Y. Tangbi of the Anti-Gang 
Squad in the Royal Bhutan 
Police, the movie has had a great 
impact in gang formations in the 
capital.

The police found out that the 
movie had become something 

like the bible to the members of 
the biggest and the most notori-
ous gang, the MB Boys.

“Each gang member was found 
carrying a CD of the movie,” said 
the officer. “Even the weapons 
used were almost the same as the 
ones used in the movie.”

The western culture has in-
fluenced Bhutanese youth in a 
negative direction even before 
the introduction of television in 
Bhutan.

In the early 1980s, Thimphu 
shuddered at the mere mention 
of the name, Taktsang gang. The 
gang was formed after a rivalry 
over a game of basketball.

The members of the gang were 
then mostly addicted to mari-
juana and other soft drugs. 

Those were the days, when not 
many Bhutanese could afford 
to send their children to study 
abroad. These gang members 
then were mostly either studying 
or products of schools in Kalim-
pong and Darjeeling.

“Kalimpong had a lot of gangs 
and a few Bhutanese boys study-
ing there used to hang out with 
them,” said Karma Yangzom, a 
former student of Dr. Grahams 
Homes. “Then when they came 
back home, they used to move 
around together in huge groups.”

After television came into Bhu-
tan, there were reported cases of 
gang formation.

Lieutenant Thinley Y. Tangbi 
said the popularity of free-style 
Street dancing between differ-
ent youth group from different 
localities started off as a competi-
tion. They started competing as 
groups and when a loss hit their 
ego, rivalry started.

Thus began yet another chapter 
of ‘groupism’ in the country.

However, unlike in the past, 
what used to be moving around 
in large groups for power, status, 
security, friendship, family 
substitute, economic profit and 
substance abuse have become 
just minor factors for gang for-
mation.

Today, with influences from 
movies like The Crows and Bang-
kok Knockout, it has reached 
a completely new level, where 
violence is the only thing in the 
minds of the young people.

Movies, celebrities and the in-
ternet have given easy access to 
the Bhutanese youth to identify 
individual gangs. Identifications 
vary from unusual signs, sym-
bols, or writings tattooed on their 

chest, arms and legs. 
“We look at the internet and 

see what kind of tattoos is used 
by gangsters,” said a member of 
a gang based in Olakha. “The 
Yakuza tattoos are beautiful.”

Their clothing comprises of 
dark colors, a particular gang in 
Thimphu bought black tracksuits 
from one of the Dhaka sales, 
each costing Nu 500 for a set. Be 
it summer or winter, the dress 
code remains the same.

Fake diamond studs, bling-
bling jewelries and haircuts with 
no name, this is the style fol-

lowed by gangs in the country. 
They proudly like to call it the 
“thug style.”

While some of the gang mem-
bers do not know a word taught 
in English literature class, there is 
one literature every gang mem-
ber understands and perhaps 
excels in it, the gang literature. 
Popularly known as ‘Lit’ among 
the gangs, it comprises of gang 
signs, symbols, poems, prayers 
and songs.

Everything about a gang or a 
gang member is an influence 
from the world outside theirs.
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Schools closed: What are 
teachers and Students doing?
Ugyen Wangmo

NOT SO LONG ago, winter 
vacation was a time of 
pure idle leisure where 

the biggest problem was ‘how 
not to get bored’. Zero into 
‘now’ and it’s a totally different 
concept for both teachers and 
students.     

These days, it is hard work to 
get a bit of ‘play’ in during the 
vacations. As Sonam Lhamo, 
a high school student says, 
“thanks to her neurotic parents, 
the vacations will be all about 
winter tuitions. So, it will require 
judicious planning and hard 
work to not only catch up with 
her friends, stay late watching 
movies but also squeeze in a 
weeks’ time at her grandparents.

And then you have students 
like Tashi Lhendup who make 
‘play’ hard work. The first item 
on his ‘to do’ list is to travel 
somewhere different. “My mom 
has already entrusted me with 
the responsibility to plan the 
trip.” He feels that the trip will 
require him to use resources and 

materials that will help develop 
his organizational and time 
management skills. This will 
then be followed by a month 
long winter job that will help 
him get a feel of work environ-
ment, create a budget and sav-
ings plan. 

The truly admirable are the 
ones like Tashi Zangmo, a 
student, who feels that winter 
vacation is the time she is able 
to lend a helping hand to her 
parents who work on the farm. 
Similary Dan Badhur, another 
student will be spending his 
vacation breaking stones by the 
roadside and working alongside 
hardened laborers at construc-
tion sites. 

While it is a combination 
of fun and hard work for the 
students, for most educators, it’s 
a time to recharge and upgrade 
themselves. Winter vacation is 
the time when most teachers 
undertake professional courses 
to implement improvements and 
attend workshops, go for board 
exam evaluations. 

Palden Wangmo, a History 
teacher of High School feels that 
for teachers wintertime also 
marks a welcome change of 
pace as they are able to set their 
own schedules. 

She will spend her winter vaca-
tion time going for the board 
exam evaluation.

According to Chimi Wangmo 
a middle school English teacher, 
winter holidays are a complete 
contrast to the tiresome daily 
grind of the school routine. As1-
she says categorically, “it is my 
time and nobody is telling me 
how to spend it”.  She spends 
most of her time with her fam-
ily exclusively, something she 
misses out on during school 
sessions.

On the other side of the spec-
trum is Gyeltshen Dorji a Dzong-
kha, a teacher who having been 
a teacher for 25 years does not 
really look forward to winter 
holidays. Having spent half his 
life with students, he says that it 
feels unusual having to wake up 
to a day which will not give him 

any students or class to teach.”
While for many teachers such 

as Tshering Penjor, the winter 
vacation has now become much 
like a weekend. It’s over before 
you know it.

Sonam Wangmo who is new to 
the teaching profession says, “I 
have just become a mother, so 
this winter is going to be dedi-
cated to spending as much time 
as I can with my daughter”. 

Teachers spend the whole year 
building relationships with 
students, staff and parents. 
And so, winter time is reserved 
solely for building upon family 
relationships. For both teachers 
and students, the best part of the 
vacation is having the time to 
wind down from the school year. 
Besides, those who truly know 
the passion, energy, motivation 
and dedication it takes to run a 
successful classroom, understand 
that even a few weeks away, can 
rejuvenate both student and 
teacher for a brand new school 
year.

Tsundu Dorji

What has been your biggest achievement as an MP so far? 

Being able to pursue fast implementation of developmental activi-
ties in the constituency.  

What has been your biggest frustration or failure since you 
joined politics? 

Not being able to comprehend and accept the functions of MPs 
and their political parties’ coordinators in a democracy by various 
agencies in the initial stage.  

As a legislator, what has been your biggest triumph? 

Being able to voice the people’s concern and issues in the process of 
law making in the parliament and other related forums. 

How close are you to fulfilling the promises you made to your 
constituency in 2008? 

As far as I am concerned, things are very well on track with the 
Dzongkhag administration being able to provide timely support 
and Dungkhag administration vigorously pursuing and imple-
menting developmental activities (pledges) timely in collaboration 
with gewogs. 

Do you welcome the prospect of having more political parties 
in 2013? 

Oh yes, definitely. People should be given enough choice to choose 
their best political party and representative. 

Is the media fulfilling its role as a vital pillar of democracy? 

Media is playing its role but I am not sure if it is fulfilling its role as 
a vital pillar of democracy especially in the context of Bhutanese 
democracy.

In the eyes of the public, the image of MPs has improved. Yes 
or No. 

MPs have not done anything wrong that affected the image of MPs 
unlike a few negative reports made by some newspapers inten-
tionally or unintentionally in the beginning of our term based on 
assumptions.

We need more competent MPs in 2013. Comment. 

Competent in what sense?  As far as I can see, all MPs are very 
active, confident, hardworking, committed and doing their best 
even with limited knowledge of politics. Politics is new to everyone 
in Bhutan.   
  
Ministers are underpaid and over-worked. Comment. 

Realizing the fund constraints, Hon. Ministers have opted not to 
increase their salaries which everyone feels is too low. This is some-
thing that we need to realize ourselves as to how much concern 
they have for the country and the people at large. They deserve a 
huge appreciation for this sacrifice.  
MPs are overpaid and under-worked? Comment. 

I don’t know how this perception is derived given the MPs’ huge 
mandate. I find every MP busy in his/her own way in the service 
of nation and the constituents. Does anybody rather realize how 
much MPs actually are under pressure from various directions 
which sometimes are beyond endurance? Like you asked question 
8 above, we need to at times realise also why we need dedicated, 
committed and competent MPs in democracy.   

Has Bhutanese democracy matured in the last four odd years? 

Bhutan is an emerging democracy and is still in a stage of laying 
strong foundation by the present government. Everyone including 
media should support the government in this endeavor. More than 
anything else, everyone should build trust and harmony, maintain 
peace and security in the country. Then only can we say, democ-
racy in Bhutan is getting matured…. 
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White Wagtail  (male breeding) Job hopping - 
Strategic Alternative?
Ugyen Wangmo 

JOB HOPPING has become 
a major issue with about 26 
percent of government em-

ployees lost to greener pastures. 
This stands as the second highest 
reason for employee attrition rate. 

However, the minister for labor 
and human resources, Lyonpo 
Dorji Wangdi, said there is a silver 
lining to job hopping as it is an 
indicator that there are choices of 
job in the market. 

Jumping from one job to another 
in search of better opportunities 
is most common among those 
between the age of 15 to 25 who 
do not have skills working mainly 
in the service and trade sector.

Although the trend of job 
hopping has not been a major 
concern in the past years as job 
security is offered with a contract 
of agreement. However, after 
attaining a certain level and com-
pleting the minimum requirement 
of years of service, employees get 
suffocated and that is when they 
begin to switch jobs.

It is then they move to a different 
department as a way to progress 
and advancement. This is said to 
be generally common only at the 

senior level.
Lyonpo Dorji Wangdi said that 

the present Royal Civil Service 
Commission’s Position Classifica-
tion System (RCSC-PCS) has ag-
gravated the trend of job hopping 
at the senior level that has resulted 
in a mismatch of job and back-
ground.

He said the mismatch in jobs 
has become rampant at the senior 
level beyond the acceptable limit.

While financial benefits are 
an important reason for chang-
ing jobs, job dissatisfaction is the 
major factor.

A senior official at the ministry 
of agriculture and forests said she 
does not wish to be in her line of 
profession because it gets in her 
personal life.

 “I have to take care of several 
unpleasant issues which induce 
in me the thought to quit and 
change my profession,” she said.

According to an official from 
United Nations Development 
Program, she and most of her col-
leagues share the same grievances 
for having to have moved from 
their previous organization; which 
is mainly due to the presence of 
nepotism and lack of recognition 
for hard work and excellence of an 

individual.
She said that when how one 

goes up the career level is not 
based on the performance but 
rather through nepotism, then it 
frustrates an employee to an ex-
tent that they move to a different 
organization.

Bhutanese workers with easily 
marketable knowledge and skills 
today switch jobs more than in 
the past.

Bhutanese workers with easily 
marketable knowledge and skills 
today switch jobs more than in 
the past. This according to of-
ficials is bound to become more 
frequent as better opportunities 
start opening up in the country.

The head of human resources 
at the Druk Holding and Invest-
ments, Pema Wangdi said it is the 
expert worker and professional 
who are gradually beginning to 
shift work values and ethics from 
the conventional lifelong employ-
ment and job security.

“It will be difficult for organiza-
tions in Bhutan to get good and 
skilled people to stay as there is 
no policy and means to stop them 
from moving,” he said.

Moreover, there are employers 
who are always on the lookout for 

talented and competent workers.
Pema Wangdi added that DHI 

owned companies that are directly 
competing with the private sector 
counterparts are the most hit by 
the trend of job hopping.

Sonam Tshewang, a vice princi-
pal of a school said that while the 
trend of job hopping is a norm 
in the society, the bigger concern 
however is teachers looking for 
alternative jobs.

He said that teachers’ line of 
profession is monotonous without 
any form of advancement and 
professional development.

Meanwhile, in order to address 
the issue, the ministry of labor has 
already specified every firm and 
organization to have a clear inter-
nal service rule which demands 
a contract of agreement between 
the employer and the employee.

In addition, the ministry is 
bringing about awareness and 
counseling the employers to intro-
duce social security system, such 
as benefits, pension fund which is 
bound to enhance the retention 
rate of the employees.

Further more realistic polices 
and regulations are already in the 
pipe line which will be ready for 
implementation shortly.

Motacilla alba 
 
This is an insectivorous bird of open country, often near 
habitation and water. It prefers bare areas for feeding, 
where it can see and pursue its prey.  
 
Size: 19 cm 
Below 250 - 4270 m 
Common altitudinal and short-range migrant, winter 
visitor, and passage migrant 
Natural Habitat: Rivers, ponds & marshes 
 
Location: Jala, Wangdiphodrang 
November, 2011
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Across
1 Insubstantial (6)
4 Seat (5)
7 Seemly (6)
8 Public house (6)
9 Spoils — heavenly body (4)
10 Exaggerated feeling of wellbeing 

(8)
12 Revolutionary British battleship 

(1906) — first British nuclear-pow-
ered submarine (1963) (11)

17 Talk — opposite (8)
19 Precipitation (4)
20 Dried grape (6)
21 Inequitable (6)
22 Feeble-minded (5)
23 Make known (6)

Down
1 Pushy — send (on) (7)
2 Deadlock (7)
3 Capitulate (9)
4 Collision (5)
5 Bring to light (7)
6 Large aircraft shed (6)
11 Bring before a criminal court (9)
13 Act without restraint (3,4)
14 Tallest mammal (7)
15 Unimportant (7)
16 Afraid (6)
18 Improve the mind (of) (5)\

Quick Last week solution

Across

1 Get away from test centre with carbon copy (6)
4 I holler out loud for something to eat in parlour (3,5)
9 Turning without due care to capture American soldier (6)
10 Conversing quietly in a helicopter (8)
11 Prickliest ground with that side? (7,7)
13 Toed line by yielding thus? (10)
14 Expensive honey (4)
16 They serve older boys cigarettes (4)
18 Seeing how far one can go in fitting room? (6,2,2)
21 Salt that may be extracted from china clay? (6,8)
23 A very English mass — with song and prayer (3,5)
24 Pay no attention to rocky region (6)
25 First signs of Eurasian nuthatch in evergreen (8)
26 Silver paper finally swallowed by spy (6)

Down
1 Authentic quartet from Liechtenstein (4)
2 Newspaper boss sent up after conspirator falls (7)
3 Insect burrowing into straight banana (8)
5 Senator’s first to abandon a gun in cool part of Washington (7,4)
6 Fur is for mammals (6)
7 Letter left in European skiing area (7)
8 Married woman accepts grand new short wave generator (9)
12 Tory pamphlet — one about Labour movement (11)
13 Obscure cafe — but so original (9)
15 Gelatinous substance from a fish that’s been cloned (4-4)
17 Welcome event not expected in Götterdämmerung? (7)
19 Young swimmer needing little support (7)
20 Home help for a posh couple? (2,4)
22 Introductions to major essayists: Addison, Thoreau, Bacon and 

Lamb? (4)

Last week solution

Sudoku Last week solution

Cryptic

Dilbert

MINISTERIAL negotiations 
in the South African port 
city of Durban were put 

off until Saturday afternoon but 
with many delegates due to head 
home there was a strong chance 
real decisions would be put off 
until next year.

That would be a major setback 
for host South Africa and raise 
the prospect that the Kyoto Pro-
tocol, the only global pact that 
enforces carbon cuts, could expire 
at the end of next year with no 
successor treaty in place.

“They’re working. They’re work-
ing hard. You have to give them 
time to work,” U.N. climate chief 
Christiana Figueres.

South African Foreign Minister 
Maite Nkoana-Mashabane late 
on Friday drafted fresh proposals 
after an initial draft was angrily 
rejected by the poor states most at 
risk from the devastating effects 
of global warming.

However, those changes have 
failed to secure a consensus. De-
veloping states and the European 
Union said the latest document 
contained no reference to how 

the fight against climate change 
would be paid for and set no date 
by when cuts to emissions must 
be decided.

The text also deferred decisions 
on cutting emissions from inter-
national aviation and shipping 
to next year.

“The political coalition is there 
to get an ambitious result, but 
we are almost literally working 
against the clock,” said Britain’s 
climate secretary Chris Huhne.

“We can go on and we will go 
on as long as it takes, but there 
is a risk that a number of other 
delegations will, for one reason or 
another, will have to peel away,” 
he said.

“We’re working very hard with-
in those time constraints to get a 
successful outcome ... We are in 
the hands of the (South African) 
presidency as to the next steps.”

The European Union has tried 
to rally support for its plan to set 
a date of 2015 at the latest for a 
new climate deal that would im-
pose binding cuts on the world’s 
biggest emitters of heat-trapping 
gases. Any deal could then come 

into force up to five years later.
WORST CASE
But Washington says it will only 

pledge binding cuts if all major 
polluters make comparable com-
mitments. China and India say 
it would be unfair to demand 
they make the same level of cuts 
as the developed world, which 
caused most of the pollution re-
sponsible for global warming.

“Ministers are meeting to 
decide if they can agree on the 
big picture document and the 
Kyoto protocol text. If they can’t 
agree it is possible there won’t be 
an agreement,” said Samantha 
Smith, leader of global climate 
and energy initiative at WWF 
International.

One diplomatic source told Reu-
ters: “The worst scenario is there 
will be no agreement on the core 
issues and it will go to next year.”

Delegates in Durban have also 
been discussing a raft of other 
measures, whose fate would be 
unclear if the talks ended incon-
clusively.

They include measures to pro-
tect forests and another to bring 

to life the Green Climate Fund, 
designed to help poor nations 
tackle global warming.

U.N. reports released in the last 
month show time is running 
out to restrict global warming to 
safe limits, generally accepted 
as within a 2 degree Celsius rise 
in average global temperatures. 
A warming planet has already 
intensified droughts and floods, 
increased crop failures and sea 
levels could rise to levels that 
would submerge several small 
island nations.

Many of their delegates are 
frustrated that South Africa has 
failed to do enough to broker a 
deal that better protects the poor 
countries it pledged to help and 
failing to show the leadership 
needed to push through settle-
ments.

“They have let agreements slip 
through their fingers. If we do 
reach any outcome that advances 
the process, it will not be because 
of South Africa’s leadership. It 
will be despite South Africa,” said 
one envoy.

Saving u.N. climate 
talks from collapse
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Jigme Dorji Wangchuck National Referral Hospital,
 Thimphu (Procurement Unit) 

Pro/12/JDWNRH/2011-12/4921

Notice Inviting Tender 
The Hospital Management is pleased to invite the sealed bids from the interested Bhutanese License Holders to carry out the 
following work.

Sl. No. Name of the Tender Sale Date Last date of Submission Opening Date Bid Security Cost of the Tender 

1 Contract for the Security 
Services in JDWNRH

13.12.2011 to 
11.01.2012 11.01.2012 at 12:20 pm 11.01.2012 

at 12:30 pm 

2% of the 
quoted 
amount 

Nu. 500.00  
non-refundable 

The detailed terms and conditions can be obtained from the Procurement Unit, Jigme Dorji Wangchuck National Referral Hospital on 
production of the money receipt from the Accounts Section of the Hospital. For further information, please contact the Procurement 
Unit at the telephone number 02-333596.

Medical Director  
JDWNRH

Office of the Media Arbitrator 
Local Government Elections 2011

MA/LG/2011/01/07

Media Arbitrator’s Guidelines
(As per Section 7 of the media Coverage of Elections Rules and Regulations 2009)
The Media Arbitrator for Local Government Elections 2011 for the 371 vacant Demkhongs, hereby issued the following Guidelines for 
strict compliance by all media agencies with regard to the media coverage of the elections:

All media agencies and personnel, for coverage of the Local Government Elections 2011, must process and acquire the permit 1. 
of the Election Commission of Bhutan upon signing the Undertaking as in media Coverage of Elections Form no. 1.
Media agencies and personnel shall cooperate with the election officials and functionaries throughout the election period.2. 

No media coverage shall be allowed for a period of 48 hours prior to the hour of poll and till the poll closes, However, the media 3. 
agencies may continue with their news coverage which shall not be contain any election campaign material or information.
All media agencies and personnel shall, before covering an election, acquaint themselves with the Reporting Format below:4. 

Reporting Format of Media Functionaries 

Sl. No. Candidates covered Details/ Particulars of 
Event Date & time duration Place

                                                                                                                             (Use additional sheet if necessary)
Submitted by:....................................................                                         (Name of the Media Functionary)        

Address: ...........................................................
               ...........................................................
               ...........................................................
Name & Signature

All media agencies and personnel shall acquaint themselves with media Coverage of Elections Form No. 2.5. 

Allotment analysis of broadcast time and space in print media to candidates shall be carried out based on the information in the 6. 
Reporting Format given above.
The Reporting Format must be filled and submitted to the Media Arbitrator after the declaration of results.7. 

The Media Arbitrator will, as per section 6.11 of MCERR, evaluate the performance of the media functionaries and report to the 8. 
Election Commission.

All Media Functionaries shall abide by these Guidelines, the Media Coverage of the Elections Rules and Regulations, the Election 
Advertising Regulations and any law in force pertaining to elections and media.

Media Arbitrator 
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Zhemgang  Dzongkhag 
Sl 
No. Agent Name Address Location

1 Mr. Pema 
Lhendup Bajay Hotel Zhemgang

Sarpang Dzongkha

1 Mr. Karma Karma P
Tshongkhang Gelephu

Tsirang Dzongkhag
1 Lhamo T/khang Tsirang Damphu,Tsirang

2 Mrs. Pema 
Lhadon

P. Lhadon Bar & 
General Shop Damphu, Tsirang

3 Mrs. Lalita 
Bhattarai

Himalaya Book 
Enterprise Damphu,Tsirang

Dagana Dzongkhang

1 Mr.Jurmi Dorji Pema Lhamo 
Tshongkhang Dagapela

2 Mr. Dawa 
Tshering Drujaygang Drujaygang

Trashigang Dzongkhag 

1 Mr Tenzin 
Goembo

Gombu T/khang 
(Booking) Tashigang

2 karma (Dorji 
Lekey) Dramitse Tashigang

3 Chador Wangmo Upper Kanglung Tashigang

4 Bumjay C/o 2008 Saloon Wamrong

5 SB T/khang SB T/khang General 
Shop Khaling

Punakha Dzongkhag 

1 Mr. Yurung Tashi Kee Shop, 
Khuruthang Punakha

2 Pelzin Photo 
Shop

Punakha,Near 
Ugyen Academy Punakha

Wangduephordang Dzongkhag

1 Mrs. Wangchuk 
Dema

W. Dema 
Tshongkhang Wangdue

Haa Dzongkhag 

1 Mr.Thinley Dorji C/o Sha Thinley Haa

Trongsa Dzongkhag 

1 Mrs Tshela T/
khang Tshela T/khang Trongsa

Bumthang Dzongkhag 

1 Sonam Deki Bhutan Today 
Reporter Bumthang

Lhuntse Dzongkhag 
1 Mr Tshokey Dorji Karma C T/khang Lhuntse

Mongar  Dzongkhag 

1 Mr Wangchuck Wangchuk Medical 
Shop Mongar

Trashiyangtse  Dzongkhang

1 Mrs Sonam 
Choden Tashi Yangtse Town T/yangtse

2 Mr Ugyen Tenzin Tshengkhala T/yangtse

Chhukha  Dzongkhag 

1 College of Scien-
ce & Technology Kharbandi Kharbandi

2 Damchen 
Canteen Kharbandi Kharbandi

3 S/pang T/khang Gedu Gedu

4 Indra Maya Pan 
Shop Gedu Gedu

5 Sukraj Subba Gedu Gedu

6 Choesang Dolma 
Tamang Gedu Gedu

7 Dhaba,Near BOD Pasakha Pasakha

8 Dawa Tshering The Journalist Phuentsholing

Samtse Dzongkhag 

1 Mr Ghallay-
Samtse Druk Communication Druk 

Communication

2 R.G Cable Gomtu Gomtu

3 Dart 
Communication Samtse Samtse

4 Rabita General 
Shop Gomtu Gomtu

5 Yankhagkhal 
Tshongkhang

Electronics Sales 
and Services Samtse

6 Aiman Gurun Tongilam 
Tshongkhang Samtse

7 Dina Gurung Tenzin Shop Samtse

8 Karma  Tshon-
gkhang Karma Samtse

9 Asha Pan Shop Samtse

Samdrup Jongkhar  Dzongkhang

1 Norbooz Samdrup Jongkhar Samdrup 
Jongkhar

2 Pema wangdi C/o Norbu Tshering 
T/khang Dewathang

Pemagatshel Dzongkhag

1 Mr.Sonam Norbu Sharb T/khang Pemagatshel

Paro Dzongkhag 
1 Mr. Phub Dorji Druk General Store Tshongdu, Paro

2 Mr. Sherub 
Wangchuk Sherub Tshongkhang Paro

3 Mr. Indo General 
Store Shop No. 4 Paro 

4 Mr. Tshewang 
Tempa Rinten Sales Bondey, Paro 

5 Mr. Pema 
Wangchuk Pema Tshongkhang Bondey, Paro 

6 Mrs Chador Dema Chador T/khang Paro

7 Mr Sharma Paro NIE Paro NIE

8 Wangchuck Dema  Dema T/khang Paro

9 Om General Shop Shba, Paro Paro

10 Passng Gem 
General Shop Gaptey, Paro Paro

11 U-Tshang,Choden 
Samdrup Khasadrapchu Khasadrapchu

12 Druk Menjong Khasadrapchu Khasadrapchu

13 FCB Agent Khasadrapchu Khasadrapchu

The Journalist Paper outlets in different dzongkhags (Exclusive of Thimphu )
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Has the eurozone flunked 
the market’s test again?

APART FROM its political and 
constitutional relationship 
with the eurozone, something 

else is at stake for the UK at the Eu-
ropean Union council: whether we 
are propelled back into hideous and 
serious recession.

British jobs - lots of them - are at 
risk if the eurozone doesn’t sort itself 
out.

And right now, it doesn’t look as 
though eurozone leaders have come 
up with a sustainable solution to 
their debt crisis.

The implicit borrowing costs for 
Italy and Spain - two eurozone 
governments with very substantial 
debts - have risen sharply.

In the case of Italy, the yield or de 
facto interest rate on its five-year 
debt went through the punitive and 
unaffordable 7% threshold again 
early this morning and is now a 
high 6.9%.

As for Spain, its borrowing costs 
are lower: the yield is 5.9% for 
10-year debt, but that represents 
a painful 0.7% jump over just two 
days.

Investors looked at what EU 
government heads agreed last night 
and see it as yet another example 
- the fifth - of measures that might 
have reassured a few months ago, 

but are now inadequate for the task 
at hand.

Which is not to say that there’s no 
progress.

But here’s the scale of what’s at 
stake.

Eurozone banks can’t borrow in 
dollars - the world’s most important 
currency - from commercial sources. 
They are more and more dependent 
on support from the European Cen-
tral Bank and on funding themselves 
on a risky, short-term overnight 
basis.

A number of eurozone banks are as 
reliant on official central-bank fund-
ing as Northern Rock became in the 
autumn of 2007.

Put it together and what you see is 
exactly the conditions that prevailed 
before Lehman’s demise tipped us 
over the edge in the autumn of 2008.

There is a danger that at some 
point a big commercial bank will 
run out of the collateral or assets 
needed for emergency borrowing 
from the European Central Bank or 
its relevant national central bank. 
And at that point, said bank will 
go down, risking a domino effect of 
collapses throughout the financial 
system.

So in those dire circumstances, one 
and a half steps forward from euro-
zone government heads are almost 

as bad as none at all, when investors 
want the full two.

The full two steps include a proper, 
formal integration of decision-
making on taxing, spending and 
borrowing within the eurozone - 
and not the complex, cumbersome 
mechanisms that have been agreed 
for spanking governments which 
breach a borrowing threshold that 
was (in any case) rarely breached in 
the run-up to the debacle.

The necessary steps would also 
involve full “mutualisation” of 
eurozone sovereign debt, the pooling 
of sovereign liabilities, which would 
permit the European Central Bank to 
be the lender of last resort to the cur-
rency union - and give the eurozone 
the kind of protection against the 
risk of default that the UK and the 
US have.

The problem is that when you see 
what’s required by investors, it is dif-
ficult to be optimistic that we’ll ever 
get there.

Why not?
Well it’s doubtful that France, with 

its strong Gaullist traditions, will 
ever surrender sufficient control 
over budget-making to a centralised 
extra-territorial authority (Brussels 
or Berlin, depending on where you 
think the power would in practice 
reside).

And when we talk about “mutuali-
sation” of eurozone sovereign debt, 
that’s a euphemism for Germany 
underwriting all eurozone nations’ 
debt - and it seems unlikely that, 
when put that way, the German 
people will find that more appealing 
than a plate of cold sick.

So after this latest EU council, we 
will have several days of arguing 
about the technicalities of what’s 
been agreed.

Optimists will point out that 500bn 
euros of bailout money should be 
available for use reasonably quickly 
to prop up the likes of Italy and 
Spain, as a result of the leaders’ deci-
sions to expedite expansion of the 
European Financial Stability Facility 
and bring forward the launch date of 
the European Stability Mechanism.

Pessimists will note that 500bn 
euros is about enough to keep Italy 
afloat for 14 months.

As for the UK, well - depending on 
whether you are a European Union 
fan or foe - you will either agonise 
that the prime minister has removed 
us to the EU’s remote periphery 
where our ability to influence deci-
sions affecting our vital commercial 
interests will be minimal, or you will 
moan that the prime minister has 
failed to repatriate vital powers back 
to Parliament and people.

Horror hospital 
in Kolkata 
KOLKATA: West Bengal Chief 

Minister Mamata Banerjeehas 
said that officials from the fire 

brigade had toldAMRI hospital to 
clear its basement in July this year, 
and the hospital had responded with 
an affidavit pledging to do so in two 
months. This piece of news comes 
even as the death toll from the fire 
has risen to 90, while many more 
are still missing.

Six directors of AMRI hospital have 
been held, following the outbreak 
of a massive fire that broke out at 
the AMRI hospital this morning. 
Meanwhile Police have filed a case 
against the owners of AMRI hospital 
under section 304 of the penal code. 
Section 304 deals with culpable 
homicide not amounting to murder. 
The owners, RS Goenka and SK Todi 
have surrendered to the Lalbazar 
police station where a case has been 
filed against them.

Earlier in the day Banerjee can-
celled the hospital’s licence as a law 
and order decision and called for 
the owner’s arrest. RS Goenka is a co 
founder of Emami, while SK Todi is 
the Chairman of Shrachi. The Left 

front has announced a statewide day 
of mourning tomorrow (10 Decem-
ber). AMRI board member Rahul 
Todi told Bangla channel 24 Ghonta 
that they would have to accept the 
revocation of its license.

Meanwhile a preliminary investi-
gation has revealed that an electrical 
short circuit was most likely the 
cause of the fire. The investigation 
has said that an electric panel was 
burned. Banerjee has also set up a 
high level investigative committee 
into the incident under the mayor of 
Kolkata. The Lalbazar police head-
quarters has also opened a special 
investigation into the incident.

The hospital first said that 70 per-
cent of its patients had been rescued, 
but it transpires that 90 of the 160 
patients admitted at the time were 
killed in the incident. There is also 
worry that SSKM hospital which is 
receiving the bodies of those who 
were killed in the fire, may run out 
of space in its morgue. Bangla televi-
sion channel 24 ghonta, reports that 
most people have died from suffoca-
tion not burns.

The Vice President of AMRI Sa-

tyabrata Upadhyay, has said the 
hospital will offer Rs 5 lakh as com-
pensation for families of the dead. 
However victims are demanding 
further justice.

Bangla television channel Star 
Ananda said 65 bodies have been 
recovered from the AMRI hospital 
fire in Kolkata. Meanwhile there 
are scenes of grief outside the SSKM 
hospital, where 41 bodies have been 
brought. Banerjee has said that if 
needed, she is willing to provide gov-
ernment employment to relatives of 
those who were killed in the fire.

As the news of the death toll began 
sinking in, there was a flurry of 
response. Congress President Sonia 
Gandhi expressed her sadness, 
while Chief Minister of Jammu and 
Kashmir Omar Abdullah tweeted, 
“Every time I see incidents like 
”AMRI” I’m convinced we really are 
a 3rd world nation with delusions of 
greatness.” Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singhexpressed grief over the 
loss of life and sanctioned Rs two 
lakh ex-gratia to the next of kin of 
those killed and Rs 50,000 for those 
injured.

The fire brigade said it will file an 
FIR against AMRI as it was unable to 
provide them with a blueprint of the 
building plan, effectively hampering 
rescue operations. Fire department 
officials have said that hospital 
authorities were unable to even tell 
them where the emergency exits 
and stairs were. The hospital has 
also been accused of violating safety 
norms and using the basement as a 
godown. The fire started in the base-
ment at around 3.30am. A number 
of fire fighters are also reportedly 
suffering from smoke inhalation.

Earlier angry relatives of patients 
threw stones and smashed panes at 
the hospital registry, as they were 
being given no information about 
patients conditions and where-
abouts. Police had to lathi charge a 
group of people throwing bricks. The 
hospital admitted that it was unpre-
pared and said that they do not have 
a helpline set up for the families of 
patients who may have been injured 
or killed in a fire that broke out in its 
premises early this morning.
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SAILORS IN a motor launch rush to rescue a survivor in the water 
alongside U.S. Navy battleship USS West Virginia after an attack by 
Japanese carrier based strike aircraft on the Hawaiian port of Pearl 

Harbor December 7, 1941.
This undated image provided by the Gemini Observatory via the 

journal Nature shows an artist's conception of stars moving in the 
central regions of a giant elliptical galaxy that harbors a supermas-

sive black hole.

Amazing black 
holes discovery

70th anniversary 
 of Pearl Harbor

A protester throws a petrol bomb against riot police 
guarding the parliament in Athens' Syntagma 
(Constitution) square during clashes December 6, 

2011. Greek police fired tear gas on Tuesday at dozens of 
black-clad protesters in Athens who hurled petrol bombs 
and stones, while hundreds marched to parliament to 
mark the 2008 shooting of a student by police.

Greek rioters clash with police

EGYPT'S ISLAMISTS claimed victory in the first round of 
parliamentary elections since President Hosni Muba-
rak was forced out of office in February.

The relatively moderate Muslim Brotherhood's Freedom and 
Justice Party on Wednesday said on its website that it had 
won 34 seats in the runoff election.
Hardline Al Nour Salafi Party won five seats, according to 
its website.
Voters went to the polls in the first round of elections on No-
vember 28 and 29, and the runoff Monday and Tuesday.
The strong performance of Islamist parties raised eyebrows 
in some Western capitals.
On one hand, analysts say, the West is inclined to support 
popular Arab Spring movements that have toppled dictators 
and ushered democracy into the region. On the other hand, 
they worry about the ascension of radical Islamist move-
ments in a region of critical interest to the United States and 
its allies.

Egypt Islamists claim most 
seats in election runoff

A courT in Thailand 
sentenced a u.S. citizen 
to two and a half years in 

prison Thursday for defaming the 
country’s royal family by translat-
ing excerpts of a locally banned 
biography of the king and posting 
them online.
The verdict is the latest so-called 
lese majeste punishment handed 
down in the Southeast Asian 
kingdom, which has come under 
increasing pressure at home and 
abroad to reform harsh legisla-
tion that critics say is an affront to 
freedom of expression.

Thai court sentences American  
citizen to 2.5 years in prison for  
defaming monarchy
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TURKEY WARNED Syria on Friday it would act to protect itself if a 
Syrian government crackdown on protesters threatened regional 
security and unleashed a tide of refugees on its borders. 

At least 24 Syrians were shot dead as protesters took the streets fol-
lowing Friday prayers and ahead of a general strike called for Sunday, 
according to a network of anti-government activists reporting events to a 
website based in Britain.

Other activist sources put the toll as high as 37 dead.
Ten were killed in Homs, the hub of the nine-month-old revolt, where 

televised footage showed demonstrators against President Bashar al-
Assad chanting “Syria wants freedom” and “Bashar is an enemy of 
humanity.”

Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu did not say what action 
Ankara might take, but he made clear Turkey would not hesitate to 
insulate the region’s security from tumult in Syria. Turkey shares a 560 
mile border with Syria.

“Turkey has no desire to interfere in anyone’s internal affairs. But if a 
risk to regional security arises, then we do not have the luxury of stand-
ing by and looking on,” Davutoglu told reporters in Ankara.

Peaceful demonstrations calling for reform began in Syria in March, 
inspired by the Arab Spring, but were met almost from the outset by 
lethal force.

“If a government that is fighting its own people and creating refugees, 
is putting not only their own security at risk but also that of Turkey, then 
we have a responsibility and the authority to say to them: ‘Enough!’” 
Davutoglu said.

Adding to the condemnation, a senior Saudi prince said Arab states 
would not turn a blind eye to violence in Syria.

Former Saudi intelligence chief Prince Turki al-Faisal, seen as influen-
tial though no longer holding public office, told a conference in Vienna 
he believed the Arab League would not “sit back and allow the contin-
ued massacre of the Syrian people.”

Turkey warns Syria not to 
provoke regional crises

MISTAKES

President Assad says some “mistakes” may have occurred but casual-
ties have been overwhelmingly from the security forces, targeted by 
“armed terrorist gangs” who are motivated and directed by unnamed 
foreign influences.

Syria has been hit by United States and European Union economic 
sanctions and suspended from the Arab League which is also threaten-
ing to impose sanctions.

Russia and China, however, have effectively blocked any similar move 
at the United Nations and Moscow is warning the West not to interfere 
in the affairs of its longtime Arab ally. The UK-based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights reported 28 demonstrations in southern Deraa prov-
ince, calling for the overthrow of the government, on what protesters are 
calling the “Friday of the Strike of Dignity” planned over the weekend.

Security forces fired into a crowd outside the mosque in Al-Qusayr in 
Homs province, the Observatory said. Troops surrounded protesters as 
they came out of two mosques in the eastern city of Deir al-Zor, and two 
children were killed in districts of Homs, the activist website reported.

State television also reported violence but gave a different account. It 
said a girl was shot by “terrorists” in Deraa and civilians wounded by 
“terrorist armed groups.”

UN WANTS ACCESS

Davutoglu has proposed that contingency plans be made for a buffer 
zone along the Syrian border should violence escalate to the point where 
a mass exodus is threatened.

The United Nations said it was impossible to assess the situation until 
Damascus admits humanitarian relief teams.

“I repeat my call to the Syrian government to really let us in,” said 
Valerie Amos, U.N. Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs 
and Emergency Relief, in Stockholm.

“If, as the government say, they have nothing to hide, then I think 
allowing us in to see that is the case and to do a proper assessment of 
what the implications of this are for the people of Syria is absolutely 
critical,” Amos said.

Speaking to reporters in New York, U.N. rights chief Navi Pillay 
repeated her call for investigators to be allowed into Syria to assess 
the situation there. Pillay is expected to brief the Security Council 
about the crackdown in Syria on Monday, as requested by France. 
[ID:nN1E7B80VR]

Russia and China, which vetoed a council resolution condemning 
Damascus and threatening it with possible sanctions, resisted the idea of 
taking up the issue of Syria again in New York, Western diplomats told 
Reuters.

Syrian National Council leader Burhan Ghalioun said he had pressed 
the leader of the Free Syrian Army, an umbrella group of armed rebels, 
to cease offensive operations that could provoke civil war.

“We want to avoid a civil war at all costs,” he told Reuters in Vienna.
Assad this week denied all responsibility for civilian deaths and said he 

had given no shoot-to-kill order.
NATO wants him to step down. But Russia, China, Iran and Brazil, 

among others states, say the West should not interfere.
Syrian state television Thursday aired confessions by “terrorists” bent 

on destabilizing the country by attacking security forces, killing and 
sabotage.

It said they admitted making and planting bombs but did not elabo-
rate on their alleged political motive for such attacks.

Anti-government activists say three unarmed civilians have died for 
every security force member killed since March. They say Syrian interro-
gators use torture to obtain confessions.

(Additional reporting by Tulay Karadeniz in Ankara, Sylvia Westall in 
Vienna, Daniel Dickson in Stockholm, Dominic Evans and Laila Bassam 
in Beirut, Louis Charbonneau in New York; editing by Rosalind Russell)

THREE WOMEN who fought injustice, dictatorship and sexual vio-
lence in Liberia and Yemen received the 2011 Nobel Peace Prize at 
a ceremony in the Norwegian capital on Saturday.

Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, her compatriot Leymah 
Gbowee and Tawakkul Karman of Yemen collected their Nobel diplomas 
and medals to applause at Oslo's City Hall.

Prize committee Chairman Thorbjoern Jagland said the three women 

Three Women jointly received 
novel peace prize

SENIOR PALESTINIAN leaders on Saturday strongly 
criticized comments by Republican presidential 
frontrunner Newt Gingrich that the Palestinians are 

an "invented" people, calling them ignorant and racist.
Top Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erakat said the Gin-

grich remark was "the most racist statement I've ever 
seen."

Erakat, who has negotiated in talks with Israel and the 
United States, said the remarks show "how really despi-
cable things can get" in American politics.

"Such thinking should be an alarm and concern for the 
world," Erakat said.

Gingrich made the comments in an interview that 
aired Friday with The Jewish Channel, a U.S. cable chan-
nel.

"I believe that the Jewish people have the right to have 
a state," Gingrich said in the interview. "Remember, there 
was no Palestine as a state. It was part of the Ottoman 
Empire. And I think that we've had an invented Palestin-
ian people, who are in fact Arabs, who are historically 
part of the Arab community."

He added, "And they had a chance to go many places 
and for a variety of political reasons, we have sustained 
this war against Israel now since the 1940s. I think it's 
tragic."

represent the struggle for "human rights in general and of women for 
equality and peace in particular."

No woman or sub-Saharan African had won the prize since 2004, 
when the committee honored Wangari Maathai of Kenya, who mobi-
lized poor women to fight deforestation by planting trees.

By selecting Karman the prize committee also recognized the Arab 
Spring movement championed by often anonymous activists from 
Tunisia to Syria.

Sirleaf was elected president of Liberia in 2005 and won re-election in 
October. She is widely credited with helping her country emerge from an 
especially brutal civil war.

The 39-year-old Gbowee long campaigned for the rights of women 
and against rape, challenging Liberia's warlords. In 2003, she led hun-
dreds of female protesters through Monrovia to demand swift disarma-
ment of fighters, who continued to prey on women, despite a peace deal 
that should have ended the 14-year civil war.

Karman, a journalist and member of the Islamic party Islah, is the 
first Arab woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize, and at 32, the youngest 
peace laureate ever. She also heads the human rights group Women 
Journalists without Chains.

Last year's peace prize went to imprisoned Chinese dissident Liu Xi-
aobo, who was represented by an empty chair at the awards ceremony 
as an infuriated China would not allow him to travel to Norway.

The other Nobel Prizes— in medicine, chemistry, physics and litera-
ture, and the Nobel Memorial Prize in economic sciences — were to be 
handed out at a separate ceremony Saturday in Stockholm.

Worth 10 million kronor ($1.5 million) each, the Nobel Prizes are 
always handed out on the anniversary of award founder Alfred Nobel's 
death in 1896.

Palestinians attack Gingrich  
comment on ‘invented’ people
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Ahead of Saturday’s high-
ly-anticipated El clasico 
clash with Barcelona, real 
Madrid midfielder Kaka 
believes there is more to 
come from his side.

Ahead of Saturday's high-
ly-anticipated El clasico 
clash with Barcelona, real 
Madrid midfielder Kaka 
believes there is more to 
come from his side.

Ahead of Saturday's high-
ly-anticipated El clasico 
clash with Barcelona, real 
Madrid midfielder Kaka 
believes there is more to 
come from his side.

December 11
2011
SundayJournalistThe ADVERT 28



>> Cont. from PG 1

imports are likely to grow 
faster than the exports and 
consequently the rupee shortage 
is likely to persist in the medium 
term also.

Opposition Leader Tshering 
Tobgay posted in his blog that 
the government has used US$ 
200 million, accumulated 
through decades of savings, at 
one go to bail out the economy. 
He warned that another big 
rupee deficit might be faced 
by this time next year if the 
government did not learn from 
its mistakes. 

If such a trend continued, the 
government might not be able 
to bail out the economy as easily 
as it has done this time because 
a constitutional provision 
requires the country to maintain 
“a minimum foreign currency 
reserve that is adequate to meet 
the cost of not less than one 
year’s essential import”.

While the government has 
announced that the current 
reserves, equivalent to US$ 702 
million, can finance 13 months 
of essential import, the OL 
questioned that if in the near 
future, the exchange rate rose, 
say, to 2008 levels of Nu 40.4 
per US dollar, an additional US$ 
125 million would be needed, 
without even considering factors 
like inflation.

However, the Druk Phunsum 
Tshogpa MP, Karma Rangdol, 
who previously headed the 
Bhutan Development Finance 
Corporation (BDFC) argued that 
the government has done the 
right thing by selling the foreign 
reserve. 

“As long as the constitutional 
requirements are met, there is 
no harm,” he said, pointing out 
that Bhutan’s foreign reserve is 
growing through developmental 
aids and that rupee is as good 
as any other foreign currency 
as the majority of the country’s 

A drought called rupee

 Series 1
Hydropower 45
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imports including consumer 
goods and infrastructure goods 
come from India.

Regarding the hydropower 
project, Karma Rangdol said 
all the money invested in these 
projects come from India in the 
form of grants. “So there is no 
harm if the same money goes 
back”. He said that the rupee 
crunch is only a “mid-term 
problem” and once hydropower 
starts to earn, the balance of 
payment will shift in favor of 
Bhutan.   

Meanwhile, Bhutan’s current 
account deficit grew more than 
eight-fold to Nu 8.8 billion 
during 2009/10 - equivalent to 
14.3 percent of GDP - compared 
with 1.7 percent in 2008/09. 
It was driven largely by a 
substantial trade deficit and by a 
slow growth in the services.

The country’s trade deficit 
tripled during the fiscal year 
2009/10 to Nu 13.9 billion or 
22.8 percent of GDP from 7.9 
percent of GDP or Nu 4.3 billion 
in 2008/09. 

According to the RMA, 
the deterioration in both the 
services and income accounts 
contributed to a larger current 
account deficit. 

The Selected Economic 
Indicator report of the RMA 
states that weak export 
performance by hydropower and 
agro-based exports contributed 
to the marginal three percent 
increase in gross commodity 
exports, up from its two percent 
growth in 2008/09.  

In particular, while 
hydropower production levels 
remained consistent, a growing 
demand by the domestic 
industrial sector has reduced 
the surplus power available for 
export.

The sale of hydropower from 
the Chhukha, Kurichhu and 
Tala plants to India worth Nu 
10 billion for the year 2009/10, 
is considered Bhutan’s top 
merchandise export constituting 
39.2 percent of overall exports.

In the non-power export 
segment, the share of 
agricultural based exports has 
declined to 7.5 percent (Nu 1.8 
billion) in 2009/2010 from 8.4 
percent in 2008/09.

Major capital import 
components include machinery 
and mechanical and electrical 
appliances which constitutes 
65.4 percent of all capital 
imports for 2009. 

The import of motor vehicles, 
totaling Nu two billion, 
accounted for 25 percent of the 
capital imports during 2009. 

Riding on developments 
associated with the 
commencement of construction 
works on the 1,020 MW 
Punatsangchhu Phase I 

hydropower project in 2008/09, 
grants for hydropower 
development (entirely from 
India) continued to grow by 
more than 300 percent in 
2009/10 to Nu 3.1 billion. 

As of November this year, the 
rupee reserve in the country is 
facing a deficit of 11 billion, of 
which Rs 8 billion is from the 
State Bank of India and Rs 3 
billion obtained as a standby 
facility from the GOI.

As of June 2011, Bhutan’s 
total outstanding external debt 
stood at an equivalent of USD 
1275.3 million, of which USD 
515.8 million were outstanding 
on convertible currency loans. 
The remaining 34.1 billion was 
outstanding Rupee loans. 

Nu. 19,500




