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“Radio Shangri-La 

grabs you by the heart and takes

 you on a winding dual journey—into 

the self and into a fairy-tale 

kingdom known for measuring happiness

 as its gross national product. Charming, illuminating, and often

 ironic, this memoir is a continuous discovery of myths and 

realities in finding deeper personal meaning.”

—Amy TAn, AuThor of The Joy Luck cLub And Saving FiSh From Drowning

“Radio Shangri-La has shades of Pico Iyer and Bruce Chatwin and a similar genius

for parachuting the reader into a strange land and culture. Bhutan has long

fascinated me and Radio Shangri-La is the perfect vehicle to get there.”

—AbrAhAm Verghese, AuThor of cuTTing For STone

“This book is delicious. There’s really no better word to describe the energy, joy, and

enlightenment that Lisa brings to us through her writing. I honestly didn’t want it to end.” 

—seTh godin, AuThor of Linchpin

Lisa Napoli was in the grip of a crisis, dissatisfied with her life and her work as a radio journalist, 

when a chance encounter with a handsome stranger presented her with an opportunity to move 

halfway around the world. Lisa left behind cosmopolitan Los Angeles for a new adventure in 

Bhutan—said to be one of the happiest places on earth—to volunteer at the country’s first 

radio station for the youth of Bhutan. In a country just beginning to open its doors to the 

modern world, which measures its success in Gross National Happiness rather than GDP, she 

finds that the world is a beautiful and complicated place, and comes to appreciate her life for 

the adventure it is.

LisA nAPoLi is a journalist whose last staff job was on the public radio show  

Marketplace. An early chronicler of the dawn of the World Wide Web as a columnist at the New 

York Times CyberTimes, she has also been the Internet correspondent at MSNBC. She began her 

career at CNN, worked in local news in North Carolina, and has directed several documentaries 

about Southern culture. 




